Seminar Descriptions for 2012-2013 

(updated 3/20/12)
Fall 2012
PHL 800 - Proseminar in Philosophy (Nelson)
Weds. 7:00 – 9:50 p.m.

PHL 820 – Seminar in Continental Philosophy (Peterson) 

Philosophy and the Politics of Media 
Tues. 7:00 – 9:50 p.m..

Starting with Habermas’s idea of the public sphere, we will explore terms with which to think about the role of mass communications media in the actual and possible evolution of democracy.  Manuel Castells’ new synthesis in Communication Power will set the global social context as we review competing approaches to the content and function of evolving media.  While we need to keep structural issues in mind, we will also concentrate on media content and experience.  What conceptions of language, image, articulation, interpretation, truth, semblance, and power relations are fruitful today – in particular, for thinking about political experience in a “network society” shaped by corporate and state agendas as well as the evolution of diverse publics and the bid by social movements to influence social understandings, including the evolution of media themselves?  While the seminar aims to establish a shared vocabulary by looking at classic authors (e.g., Adorno, Benjamin, Gramsci, Habermas, Debord, Baudrillard, Foucault) as well as recent media theorists, it will also offer a workshop format in which seminar members develop and share their research into specific issues in media technology and practice, perhaps with reference to contemporary political uses of media (in the US and elsewhere).  Can there be a coherent public sphere under present media conditions?  

PHL 860 – Seminar in Metaphysics and Epistemology (Dotson)


Epistemology of Testimony 
Mon. 7:00 – 9:50 p.m.
A fast growing area of epistemology concerns testimonial knowledge. In this class, I will offer an introduction to the issues surrounding testimony within analytic epistemology, specifically concerns with testimonial justification, as well as highlight some of the ways those issues touch upon issues raised in continental philosophy concerning testimony, specifically looking at testimony and nature of the subject in Giorgio Agamben’s Remnants of Auschwitz and Mourice Blanchot’s The Writing of the Disaster.

PHL 870 – Seminar in Philosophy of Health Care (Gifford) 



Health/Disease and Disability
Thur. 7:00 – 9:50 p.m.


A seminar on disability, connecting both to questions about the concepts of health and disease and to capabilities and related approaches.  We will read literature concerning (a) the concepts of health and disease (e.g., Boorse, Nordenfelt), (b) justice and health care (e.g. Daniels) and (c)  the capabilities approach (e.g., Nussbaum), including its connection to health and to human rights.  And we will connect these to the literature on disability, including discussion arising from the social model of disability.

 

Readings will include selections from the following books: Nussbaum, Frontiers of Justice: Disability, Nationality, Species Membership, Venkatapuram, Health Justice: An Argument from the Capabilities Approach
Spring 2013
PHL 801 –Teaching Philosophy (Katz)
Mon. 4:10 – 7:00 p.m.
Challenges of teaching philosophy (to majors and non-majors), technology and teaching, presentation and public speaking skills, facilitating productive class discussions, designing assignments, motivating your students, classroom dynamics, the teaching portfolio, theories of teaching philosophy.

PHL 840 – Seminar in Value Theory (Thompson)
Tues. 7:00 – 9:50 p.m.

The seminar will situate one of the most important recent books in environmental ethics, Bryan Norton’s Sustainability: A Theory of Adaptive Ecosystem Management within a larger philosophical tradition that includes idealist and pragmatist works in ethics and value theory. In addition to Norton, we will read a significant amount of the philosopher that Norton claims is his primary influence: John Dewey. And also Democracy and Social Action by a philosopher who clearly was (but is not often recognized to be) one of Dewey’s influences, Jane Addams. We will also muck about a bit in the 19th century where I will emphasize classic philosophical writings that are, like Addams, generally neglected. This means that while Hegel will loom in the background, we won’t actually do much Hegel in this seminar. Instead, expect bits from J.S. Mill, F.H. Bradley, T.H. Greene, and Josiah Royce. I am open to structuring the seminar to include a) Emerson and Thoreau; b) bits of 18th century nature aesthetics (e.g. Burke and Kant); c) William James; d) recent secondary literature on pragmatist ethics, and/or e) anything else that someone else can talk me into, though we can’t do all of these things. I encourage prospective participants in the seminar to contact me before Dec. 15, 2012 to express preferences about the scope and direction of our readings.

PHL 850 – Seminar in Social and Political Philosophy (Schwartzman)

Feminism, Political Theory, and Methodology  (sec. 001)
Weds. 7:00 – 9:50 p.m.

Feminist philosophers and political theorists have raised interesting questions about the methods employed within mainstream moral and political philosophy.  For instance, attempts to abstract from the social order and construct philosophical “ideals” of justice and equality have been the subject of feminist analysis and critique.  
This course will focus on questions of feminism, political theory, and methodology.  Among other topics, we will discuss the status of “non-ideal” theory, which has been proposed as an alternative to the various forms of idealization common in political philosophy.  We will consider the writings of feminist standpoint theorists, who also advocate a more engaged and explicitly situated form of political theorizing.  Finally, we will turn to the work of some recent feminist theorists who have endorsed the use of specific “ideals,” such as Kimberly Yuracko’s defense of a feminist version of perfectionism.  
Readings may include selections from the following books: Lisa Tessman’s edited collection, Theorizing the Non-Ideal, Sandra Harding’s edited collection, The Feminist Standpoint Theory Reader, Iris Marion Young’s Responsibility for Justice, John Rawls’s Theory of Justice, Charles Mills and Carole Pateman’s co-authored book, Contract and Domination, and Kimberly Yuracko’s Perfectionism and Contemporary Feminist Values.
PHL 850 – Seminar in Social and Political Philosophy (Esquith)

Global Injustice and Responsibility  (sec. 002)
Thurs. 7:00 – 9:50 p.m.





Not all responsibilities for global injustices can be attributed to perpetrators and their willing or unwitting accomplices, although most discussions of responsibility have focused on these parties. There are many who stand outside the causal chain of events, no matter how far back we go or how extensive we take this chain to be.   In this seminar we will examine the grounds for holding bystanders to global injustice responsible, how those responsibilities ought to be met, and how bystanders can be motivated to recognize and meet their responsibilities.

We will begin with the debate over the legal responsibility to protect civilians from violence  at the hands of their own government and non-governmental militias.    Who is responsible for this kind of humanitarian intervention and why?   How should this responsibility to protect be carried out?  We will also consider the responsibilities of consumers not to support exploitative trade practices and human trafficking, and the responsibilities to support emerging democratic movements in other countries.

Then we will examine the problem of motivation.  What are the ways in which responsible parties, especially bystanders to global injustice, can and should be motivated to meet their responsibilities?  What motivational role should courts, truth and reconciliation commissions, and other international bodies play?  What can intellectuals, the media,  and educational institutions do to heighten the awareness of and motivate bystanders to meet these responsibilities?  

Readings will be taken from a wide range of authors and artists such as Jane Addams, H.G. Adler, Hannah Arendt, Alex Bellamy, Judith Butler, Gareth Evans, Robert Goodin, Hans Keilson, William Kentridge, Chad Lavin, Larry May, Anne Orford, José Saramago, W. G. Sebald, and Iris Marion Young .
