IAH 206:

SELF, SOCIETY, AND TECHNOLOGY

Spring 2012

Sections 22-29

4 credits

Lecture: T/Th 8:30 - 9:50 a.m.    402 Computer Center 

Discussion section at assigned time on Thursday

Instructor: Fred Gifford, Department of Philosophy, 517 S. Kedzie, gifford@msu.edu
Office hours: Mon 1-2 and Tues 12-1 and by appt.

Teaching Assistants:

Alex Neitzke: sections 22-25; neitzkea@msu.edu, 538 S. Kedzie

Office hours: TTh 10-11 and by appt.

Ian Werkheiser: sections 26-29; werkhei1@msu.edu, 538 S. Kedzie


Office hours: TTh 10-11 and by appt.

Please note: 

You are required to read through this syllabus carefully at the beginning of the course.

Course Description
How does technology affect who we are as individuals and what we are as a society? Does it improve our lives or does it leave us frantic, fragmented and dehumanized? Conversely, how do our aspirations and identities as individuals and as a society express themselves through and shape the technologies we create and use?  Do new technologies allow us to discover who we are and what more we can attain?  Do new technologies allow others inordinate influence over who we are and what we pursue? This complex web of self, society, and technology is the subject of this course.

To explore this topic, we will be considering various aspects of biotechnology, information technology, and music technology. We will draw upon material from several disciplinary perspectives in the arts and humanities, including philosophy, literature, art, music, and history.  Because many of the issues and problems we will confront in this course have scientific and social scientific content, we will also be working along the borders where science and social science meet the arts and humanities.  

The overall goal of the course is to acquaint students with this subject and enable them to think, write, and collaboratively discuss it in detail using clear arguments of their own based upon a mastery of the course material.

Course Objectives
Goals of Integrative Studies in the Arts and Humanities

Integrative Studies at MSU seeks to assist students to become more familiar with ways of knowing in the arts and humanities and to be more knowledgeable and capable in a range of intellectual and expressive abilities. IAH courses encourage students to engage critically with their own society, history, and culture(s) or to learn more about the history and culture of other societies. They focus on key ideas and issues in human experience; encourage appreciation of the roles of knowledge and of values in shaping and understanding human behavior; emphasize the responsibilities and opportunities of democratic citizenship, highlight the importance of language, and the value of the creative arts, and alert us to important issues that occur and re-occur among peoples in an increasingly interconnected, interdependent world. 

Specific Goals of This Course

1. To acquaint students with issues regarding the relationship of technology to the self and to society. 

2. To help students develop the ability to identify important issues related to this subject matter and to discuss them in a thoughtful, informed, and respectful manner. 

3. To help students develop the ability to articulate and critically assess arguments concerning these issues. They should improve their ability to identify important assumptions, objections, and unresolved questions. 

ADVANCE \d4Readings
There are three kinds of required reading assignments for this course. The reading assignments should be done before class and the texts should be brought to class (to both lecture and section).  

(1) Books. All students should purchase a copy of each of the following six books. 

David E. Nye, Technology Matters: Questions to Live With 

Aldous Huxley, Brave New World
George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four  

Astro Teller, Exegesis  

Sherry Turkle, Alone Together: Why We Expect More from Technology and Less from Each Other
Anthony Weston, A Rulebook for Arguments
(2) Coursepack. All students should purchase the Course Pack (CP) for IAH 206, sections 22-29 (Gifford) available for purchase (Friday, Jan.15) at Collegeville Textbook Company (321 East Grand River Ave.)


(3) Web Readings. Several of the required readings will be posted (or linked) on Angel.  Students should print out (or at least download) copies of these ahead of time. 

Note that other course information and resources, links to relevant web sites, annoucnements, assignments, and lots of optional readings will also be posted in Angel.  To access Angel, go to URL http://angel.msu.edu and login according to the instructions provided.

Writing and Attendance Requirements

1. Two short papers, approx. 3 ½ to 4 pp (approx. 1000 words) each.   (They are to be double-spaced, typed, with normal (12-point) font and normal margins.)  These papers will be responses to specific questions posted at least a week in advance.  They should be focused argumentative essays that answer the specific question that is asked.   (They are not, for instance, summaries of the readings.) These papers must each include:

(1) a clear thesis,

(2) sound arguments (valid arguments with true premises),

(3) relevant supporting evidence,

(4) at least one strong objection to the thesis, and a response to the objection(s).

Details of these essay assignments (including confirmation of the due dates, but also the detailed assignment) will be announced in class and posted in Angel.

NOTE: Papers are due at the beginning of class.  Late papers will be accepted without penalty only in unusual circumstances and only if cleared with the instructor in advance.  Late papers not cleared in advance will have their grade lowered by 0.5 (on a 4.0 scale) for each 24-hour period for which the paper is late.  The first such period begins at the start of class the day that the paper is due. 

2. Exams: There will be two exams — a midterm and final — over the material covered in the readings and in class.  The format for the exams will be a mix of (a) “short answer” (e.g., a couple of sentences or a paragraph, or a listing of points), (b) “objective” questions (e.g., multiple choice or fill in the blank) and (c) an essay.  There will be a “study guide” available at least a week in advance.  See the course schedule for exam dates.  

3. Attendance: Regular attendance during lectures is expected; no effort will be made to make things make sense without your attendance at lecture.  Attendance at section meetings is required. While no points will be added for regular attendance, points will be deducted from the student's final grade for repeated absences. This is a "no excuses" policy. With only three exceptions, all absences are considered unexcused. The three exceptions are 1) absences for athletic or academic events (with documentation from the appropriate department), 2) absences due to hospitalizations (yours, not someone else’s), and 3) absences for religious holidays not already incorporated into the academic calendar. Except for hospitalizations, all absences must be excused in advance. Please note: Merely telling the instructor or teaching assistant why you were or will be absent does not make the absence an excused absence. The following scale will be used: 


1-2 unexcused absences = 0 points deducted


3-4 unexcused absences = 5 points deducted


5-6 unexcused absences = 10 points deducted

Any student with more than 6 unexcused absences at section meetings will receive a failing grade for the course.  (Note: You have the responsibility of making sure that you are marked present in section.)

Final Grade

Essay #1, Essay #2, the midterm and the final are each worth 25% of your final grade.


Note: especially high quality participation in discussions, along with steady progress in written work, will be taken into account in borderline cases. 

Policy on Academic Freedom and Integrity
Article 2.3.3 of the Academic Freedom Report states that "the student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards." In addition, the Department of Philosophy adheres to the policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades, and in the all‑University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades, which are included in Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide. Helpful information is found at https://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/academic-integrity/plagiarism-policy.html 

Students who commit an act of academic dishonesty may receive a 0.0 on the assignment or in the course. 

Policy on Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations. See http://rcpd.msu.edu/ 

SOME RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS:
The Writing Center offers students opportunity to meet with one-on-one with a consultant while they are engaged in the process of writing class papers and other documents. It also offers consulting on digital writing projects and Grammar Hotline.  The Writing Center is located in 300 Bessey Hall. For information about appointments and satellite locations, see http://writing.msu.edu/. 

The ESL Writing Lab will assist students with all aspects of their work in IAH 206, including understanding of course readings to be used in writing papers, planning and revising papers, and proofreading. For more information and instructions on making appointments, see http://elc.msu.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=171&Itemid=27  

The Learning Resource Center, located in 202 Bessey Hall, offers academic support seminars and workshops, consults with students about study and learning styles and time management, and provides one-on-one tutoring in such areas as critical reading. For a more detailed description of LRC services and hours, see http://lrc.msu.edu/.   

CLASSROOM COURTESY:

1. Pay attention both to the instructor and to the questions and comments of your colleagues.

2. Talking -- with everyone or no one.

3. Don’t read newspapers in class.  Relatedly, don’t access the Internet in class.

4. Maintain electronic silence.  Turn cellular phones off before class begins; set needed pagers to vibrate.

5. Do not arrive late or leave early.

· If you arrive late, sit near where you entered so as not to disturb class.

· You should depart early only in an emergency or with prior consultation with the instructor.  If you need to leave early sit near the door so as not to disturb class when you leave.

6. Early preparation for departure -- please don’t.

Reading Schedule (Subject to minor modification. Changes be announced in class; syllabus will be modified on Angel. Note: the Angel readings on this syllabus are to be found under “REQUIRED Online Readings”. )  


INTRODUCTION: THINKING ABOUT TECHNOLOGY

Tuesday, Jan 10

INTRO



Thursday, Jan 12


Turkle, Alone Together, “Introduction: Alone Together” pp. 1-20


Nye, ch 1, “Can We Define "Technology?"

Tuesday, Jan 17



Nye ch. 2, “Does Technology Control Us?”


Neil Postman: Five Things We Need to Know About Technological Change (Angel)


Berry, “Why I Am Not Going to Buy a Computer” (Angel)

Thursday, Jan 19


Bill Joy, “Why the future doesn't need us” (Angel)

Nye, ch. 3, “Is Technology Predictable?”

Nye, ch. 4, “How Do Historians Understand Technology?”

Tuesday, Jan 24


Nye, ch. 6, “Sustainable Abundance, or Ecological Crisis?”


Nye, ch. 9, “More Security, or Escalating Dangers?”

Pirsig, “Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance” (9-16) (CP)

Thursday, Jan. 26

Nye, ch. 7, “Work: More, or Less? Better, or Worse?”

Nye, ch. 8 “Should "the Market" Select Technologies?”


Winner, “Artifact/Ideas and Political Culture” (CP)


BIOTECHNOLOGY

Tuesday, Jan. 31
GENETICS AND BIOTECH

 

Sullivan, “Promotion of the Fittest” (CP)





Buchanan, et al., “From Chance to Choice” (CP)

Nye, ch. 5, “Cultural Uniformity, or Diversity?”

Thursday, Feb. 2
BRAVE NEW WORLD

Huxley, Brave New World, chs. 1-9 (pp. 3-145)

Tuesday, Feb. 7

BRAVE NEW WORLD



PAPER #1 DUE
Huxley, Brave New World, chs. 10-18 (pp. 146-259)

Nozick, “The Experience Machine” (CP)


Thursday, Feb. 9
BRAVE NEW BIOTECHNOLOGY


Hughes, “Embracing Change with All Four Arms: A Post-Humanist Defense of Genetic 


Engineering” (Angel)

Kass, “The Wisdom of Repugnance” (Angel) 


Talbot, “A Desire to Duplicate” (Angel)

Tuesday, Feb. 14
THE SELF AND BIOMEDICAL TECHNOLOGY

Cantor, “Testing the Limits of Prospective Autonomy: Five Scenarios” (205-206) (CP)

Kramer, “Listening to Prozac” (Intro; Makeover) (CP)

DeGrazia, “Prozac, Enhancement and Self-Creation” (Angel)
Thursday, Feb 16 
REBUILDING AND ENHANCEMENT





Chorost, Rebuilt: My Journey Back to the Hearing World -- Chapter1 (1-22) (Angel)
Plotz, "Building a Better You", "The Ethics of Enhancement" (Angel)


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Tuesday, Feb 21
INORGANIC SELVES



Teller, Exegesis 

Thursday, Feb 23
 INORGANIC SELVES: II


Hopkins, “Civil Rights for Clones, Cyborgs and Computers: The Movements of the Future” (CP) 


(675-685) 
Turkle, AT, ch. 1 (23-34)

Tuesday, Feb. 28
REVIEW

Thursday, Mar. 1
MIDTERM
Mar. 5-9: 
SPRING BREAK

MORE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Tuesday, Mar. 13
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIAL CONTROL

Orwell, 1984, 1-217

Thursday, Mar. 15
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIAL CONTROL: II

Orwell, 1984, 217-297, Appendix: The Principles of Newspeak (298-312)


Foucault, Panopticon segment (Angel)

Tuesday, Mar. 20
INFORMATION, SOCIAL CONTROL AND DEMOCRACY

Cromwell, “The Propaganda Model: An Overview” (Angel) 

Barlow, “A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace” (Angel)


Sunstein, "Exposure to Other Viewpoints is Vital to Democracy" (Angel)

Thursday, Mar. 22


Turkle, AT, chs. 2-4 (35-81)
Tuesday, Mar. 27 


Turkle, AT, chs. 5-7 (83-147)

Thursday, Mar. 29

Turkle, AT, chs. 8-9 (151-186)

Tuesday, Apr. 3

Turkle, AT, chs. 10-11 (187-228)

Rosen, “The Eroded Self” (Angel)
Thursday, Apr. 5

Turkle, AT, chs. 12-13 229-264)

Nye, ch. 10, Expanding Consciousness, or Encapsulation?
Tuesday, Apr. 10
 

Turkle, AT, ch. 14+ (pp. 265-305)

Thursday, Apr. 12

Nye, ch. 11, Not Just One Future 

SELF-EXPRESSION AND TECHNOLOGY: MUSIC

Tuesday, Apr. 17
SELF-EXPRESSION: MUSIC


PAPER # 2 DUE
Gifford, “Music and Technology” (Angel) 

Theberge, Any Sound You Can Imagine: Making Music / Consuming Technology (CP) (1-5)

Thursday, Apr. 19
SELF-EXPRESSION: MUSIC


The Future of Music, pp.2-3 (Angel)
Katz, Capturing the Sound (CP) (1-47;158-160) 

“Computer Software that can Turn You into a Songwriter” (Angel)

Tuesday, Apr. 24
SELF-EXPRESSION: MUSIC




Chorost, “My Bionic Quest for Bol鲯” (Angel)
Tod Machover, “Technology and Creative Expression” (Angel)

Tod Machover, “Shaping Minds Musically” (Angel)

Thursday, Apr. 26   
MORE MUSIC and REVIEW

Exam:  
Thursday, May 3, 7:45-9:45 a.m.
1

