Philosophy 810: Seminar in the History of Philosophy, Hume’s Treatise on Human Nature
Fall 2010, Sections 001





Professor: Tamra Frei, Ph.D.

W 7:00 – 9:50, 530 S. Kedzie





Office: 536 S. Kedzie Hall









Ph: 355-4490
Course page: angel.msu.edu





Email: freit@msu.edu


Office hrs: Mondays noon-2:00pm and by appointment
REQUIRED TEXTS
Hume, David. A Treatise of Human Nature, edited by David Fate Norton and Mary Norton, Oxford Philosophical Texts series (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000) (THN)
Garrett, Don. Cognition and Commitment in Hume’s Philosophy, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997) (CC)
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
(1) One presentation to the seminar on an assigned topic drawn from the starred topics listed in the Schedule of Topics and Readings section below. The presentation should briefly summarize Hume’s treatment of the topic in the Treatise. It should also explain both the state of the secondary literature and the presenter’s own view concerning the following: (a) the interpretation of an important line of argument contained in it; (b) evaluation of that line of argument; and (c) the bearing of Hume’s treatment of the topic on contemporary philosophical debate. Topics will be assigned at the first seminar meeting on a first come first served basis. 
(2) Two papers, each approximately 3000-4000 words (9-12 pages) in length. Each paper should state and defend a single interpretive and/or philosophical thesis about some aspect of Hume’s Treatise and should demonstrate familiarity with the relevant secondary literature. The first paper is due on Friday, October 22nd and should concern some aspect of Book I (“Of the Understanding”). The second paper, due on Wednesday, December 15th, should concern some aspect of Book II (“Of the Passions”) or Book III (“Of Morals”). 

GRADING
The seminar presentation will count for 20% of the course grade. Each paper will count for 40% of the course grade. 
COMMENTARIES ON RESERVE

Ardal, Pall. Passion and Value in Hume's Treatise (1966, 2nd edition 1989)
Baier, Annette. A Progress of Sentiments: Reflections on Hume's Treatise (1991)
Beauchamp, Tom L. and Rosenberg, Alexander. Hume and the Problem of Causation (1981)
Bricke, John. Mind and Morality: An Examination of Hume's Moral Psychology (1996)
Garrett, Don. Cognition and Commitment in Hume's Philosophy (1997)
Fogelin, Robert J. Hume’s Skeptical Crisis: A Textual Study (2009)

Fogelin, Robert J. Hume’s Skepticism in the Treatise of Human Nature (1985)

Hume, David An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding
Hume, David. An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals
Loeb, Louis. Stability and Justification in Hume's Treatise (2002)
Mackie, J. L. Hume’s Moral Theory (1980)
Norton, David Fate. The Cambridge Companion to Hume (1993)
Norton, David Fate. David Hume: Common Sense Moralist, Sceptical Metaphysician (1984)
Owen, David. Hume’s Reason (1999)

Russell, Paul. The Riddle of Hume's Treatise: Skepticism, Naturalism, and Irreligion (2008)
Russell, Paul. Freedom and Moral Sentiment: Hume's Way of Naturalizing Responsibility (1995)
Strawson, Galen. The Secret Connexion: Causation, Realism, and David Hume (1989)
Stroud, Barry. Hume (1977)

Traiger, Saul. The Blackwell Guide to Hume's Treatise (2006)

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READING

Week 1: Sept. 8 
· The Science of Man: THN Introduction [3-6]
· Introduction: CC [3-40]
Week 2: Sept. 15
· *Impressions and Ideas: THN I.i [7-22]
· The Copy Principle: CC [41-57]

· The Separability Principle: CC [58-75]
· Space and Time: THN I.ii [23-49] and Appendix §22 [400-401]

Week 3: Sept. 22

· *Knowledge and Induction: THN I.iii.1-6 [50-65]
· Reason and Induction: CC [76-95]
Week 4: Sept. 29

· *Belief: THN I.iii.7-10 [65-85], Appendix §§1-9 [396-398], and Appendix §22 [400-401]
· *Probability: THN I.iii. 11-13 [86-104]
· Miracles: CC [142-145]
Week 5: Oct. 6

· *Causation: THN I.iii.14-16 [105-120]
· Two Definitions of ‘Cause’: CC [96-117]
· *Skepticism with Regard to Reason: THN I.iv.1 [121-125]
· Reason’s Reflective Subversion of Belief: CC [222-228]
Week 6: Oct. 13

· *Skepticism with Regard to the Senses: THN I.iv.2 [125-144]
· The Enlivening of Ideas: CC [208-213]
· *The Ancient and Modern Philosophies: THN I.iv.3-4 [144-152]
· The “Contradiction” of the Modern Philosophy: CC [215-221]
Week 7: Oct. 20

· *Personal Identity: THN I.iv.5-6 [152-171] and Appendix §§10-21 [398-401]
· Personal Identity: CC [163-186]
· *Skepticism and the “Title Principle”: THN I.iv.7 [171-178]
· Skepticism and Commitment: CC [205-241]
FIRST PAPER DUE FRIDAY, October 22nd

Week 8: Oct. 27

· *Pride and Humility: THN II.i [181-213]
Week 9: Nov. 3

· *Love and Hatred: THN II.ii [214-256]

Week 10: Nov. 10

· *Liberty and Necessity of the Will: THN II.iii.1-2 [257-265]
· Liberty and Necessity: CC [118-135]
· *Motivation and the Direct Passions: THN III.iv.3-10 [265-290]

Week 11: Nov. 17

· *The Source of Moral Distinctions: THN III.i [293-306]
· Moral Evaluation: CC [187-204]
Week 12: Nov. 24

· *The Artificial Obligations of Property and Promising: THN III.ii.1-6 [307-342]

Week 13: Dec. 1

· *The Artificial Obligations of Allegiance and Chastity: THN III.ii.7-12 [342-366]

Week 14: Dec. 8
· *The Natural Virtues: THN III.iii [367-395]

SECOND PAPER DUE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15th
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