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REQUIRED TEXTS
Russ Shafer-Landau, The Fundamentals of Ethics (Oxford University Press, 2010) (abbreviated as SL)
Additional readings are available on Angel. These are indicated on the syllabus.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

You’ve been told that you ought to: (1) keep your promises, (2) not tell self-serving lies, (3) not steal, (4) not kill, and (5) help others. You have also found that, generally speaking, you adhere to this (or some such) code. This is not to say that you follow the moral code perfectly, just that you try not to do what you think is wrong, that you feel guilty when you do so, and that you find such behavior in others reprehensible. But what it is that makes certain acts wrong and others right? Is there one underlying and unifying principle that explains the wrongness of, say, both torturing someone for fun and taking what does not belong to you? Moreover, why do you tend to adhere to the moral principles that you do, in fact, follow? Do you refrain from harming others unnecessarily, telling lies, and breaking your promises only because doing so is in your long-term self-interest? Do you have good reason to do the right thing no matter the cost to your own well-being? These are the kinds of questions this course aims to examine. We will study some of the best attempts to answer the questions posed above. 

COURSE AIMS

In addition to thinking critically about the issues stated above, another aim of this course is to help you learn to write and reason in a philosophical way. Philosophy is largely about making arguments. Since this is a philosophy course, you will be required to understand/explain other’s arguments and formulate your own. There are better and worse arguments for all of the issues we will be discussing. What is crucial to doing well in this course is not the particular position you take on an issue but rather how well you argue for it. Developing and explaining your own rigorous philosophical arguments will be one of the more challenging aspects of this course. 

ANGEL
Elements of the course will require the use of Angel, an online course management system. Course information and resources, links to relevant web sites, assignments, and some required readings will be posted in Angel. ANGEL works with Macintosh, Windows, and other platforms and is accessible through almost any Internet browser. However, for best results the computer support staff recommend using Internet Explorer 5.0 or Netscape Navigator version 7.0 (or higher).

To access Angel proceed as follows:

1. go to URL http://angel.msu.edu
2. login according to the instructions provided

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Writing Assignments
You will need to write 3 papers over the course of the semester. The first will be the shortest (between 1 and 2 pages). The others will be longer (4 pages). See the schedule of reading/assignments for the due dates. I’ll be giving more instructions for the papers as the due dates approach. 
Attendance

Students are required to come to *every* class, with the text, prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that day. I will take attendance at every class. You can miss class *3* times, for whatever reason, without penalty. However, for every class you miss beyond three, your attendance grade will be docked .25. If you anticipate that regular attendance (meaning you typically miss more than three classes a semester) will be difficult for you, I suggest you find another course.

Participation/In Class Assignments/Group Work
I like my classes to be discussion orientated because dialogue is an absolutely crucial part of philosophy. Not only is it important to ask questions if you do not understand something, but you will find that your own ideas become much clearer if you attempt to articulate them in class. It is also an opportunity to receive immediate feedback from your peers and me. So, please come to class prepared to ask/answer questions and to participate in class discussion. If it becomes apparent that students are not keeping up with the reading and so unable to participate effectively in class discussion, surprise quizzes will be given and included in your final participation grade. Also, I will on occasion give assignments to be completed during class time. These cannot be made up
For Honor’s Students only

To receive honors credit for the course you will need to write 6 additional short reflection papers. I have divided you up into three groups and made a schedule for when each group has a paper due. I will give you a hard copy of this schedule and a listing of which students are in which groups the second day of class. I will also make the schedule available on Angel. For each of the assigned readings you will need to give me no more than one typed page paper (double spaced) regarding the reading. Note: longer does not necessarily mean better. Part of what I’ll be assessing is how well you can tease out the important parts of the chapter/article.

In this document, you should: 
(1) explain the theory/topic of the chapter or article;
(2) explain the author’s conclusion regarding the topic; 
(3) explain, in general terms, the nature of argument for the thesis. I’m not asking for a lot of detail here. 
(4) state a specific and philosophically fruitful question concerning the author’s argument that you would like to pose for class discussion. 
These are due to me over email (freit@msu.edu) by 9:00am on your scheduled day. If you do not come to class the day your reflection paper is due, you will not receive credit for it. 
READING PHILOSOPHICAL MATERIAL

Students are required to come to every class prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that day. While the readings are not typically long, they are often difficult and will require reading more than once.  Reading philosophy is a bit different than reading for other classes. Be patient, concentrate, and read with a critical eye. If you come across a passage that you don't understand (which will happen often) reread the passage slowly and out loud. Stop every now and then and think about what you are reading. Think about how the passage you are reading now connects up with the rest of the paper. Figure out what is being claimed and what argument or reasons the author is offering in support of the claim. Ask yourself whether or not you find the argument convincing and if you don't find it convincing, why not? Try to pinpoint the problem with the argument or the weakness in the author's reasoning.


GRADING AND EVALUATION
Grades for students taking the course for regular credit will be figured as follows:
1st paper

20%
2nd paper 

25%
3rd paper  

35%
Class Assignments
10%
Attendance

10%

Grades for students taking the honors section of the course will be figured as follows:

1st paper

15%
2nd paper

20%
3rd paper

30%
Class Assignments
10%
Attendance 

10%
Reflection papers
15%
Please note: You cannot receive a passing grade in the class if you do not complete all of the assignments.
CLASSROOM COURTESY

1.
We will be discussing difficult and controversial issues. A certain amount of disagreement is therefore expected.  Disagreement is one thing, however, disrespect quite another. Please refrain from personal attacks towards other students or the instructor. The trick is to disagree without becoming disagreeable.

2.
Please arrive to class on-time. If a pattern of coming late to class develops, the door will be closed and clocked promptly at 10:20am and remain closed until 11:40am.
3.
Early preparation for departure – please refrain.  Every effort will be made to bring discussion to a close by 11:40pm. If you must leave early, please sit by a door.

4.
Class discussion is highly encouraged – but please talk to everyone or no one.

5. Cell phones, beepers, beeping watches should be turned off before entering class.

6. You may use a personal computer during class to assist with learning and discussion of the material. If, however, I find students using their computers for activities not related to the course (i.e. checking e-mail, surfing the web, playing games, etc.) I will not allow you to bring them to class.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. Any violations of university policies will be dealt with directly and severely. At a minimum, students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a 0 on the assignment in question. In cases of particularly egregious violations the instructor reserves the right to fail the student for the course. For information regarding university policies see the following websites:

· Integrity of Scholarship and Grades (http://www.vps.msu.edu/SpLife/rule32.htm)

· General Student Regulations (http://www.vps.msu.edu/SpLife/reg3.htm#1.00)

· What are MSU's policies regarding plagiarism? -- Office of the Ombudsam (http://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/plagiarism.html)
ASSIGNMENTS AND READING SCHEDULE
 
ANGEL = Posted on Angel course site 
	
	Monday
	Wednesday

	
	Aug. 30  No Class

	Sept. 1  
· Introduction to course


	
	Sept. 6  No Class, University Holiday

	Sept. 8 
· SL, Introduction
· SL, Chapter 7: Psychological Egoism


	
	Sept. 13  
· SL, Chapter 8: Ethical Egoism 

	Sept. 15  
· SL, Chapter 5: Morality and Religion


	
	Sept. 20  
· SL, Chapter 9: Consequentialism: Its Nature and Attractions

	Sept. 22  
· SL, Chapter 10: Consequentialism: Its Difficulties


	
	Sept. 27  
· *First Paper Due*
· SL, Chapter 11: The Kantian Perspective: Fairness and Justice

	Sept. 29  
· SL, Chapter 12: The Kantian Perspective: Autonomy and Respect


	
	Oct. 4
· SL, Chapter 13: The Social Contract Tradition and Its Attractions
	Oct. 6
· SL, Chapter 14: The Social Contract Tradition: Problems and Prospects
· 

	
	Oct. 11
· SL, Chapter 15: Ethical Pluralism and Absolute Moral Rules

	Oct. 13  
· SL, Chapter 16: Ethical Pluralism: Prima Facie Duties and Ethical Particularism

	
	Oct. 18  

· SL, Chapter 17: Virtue Ethics


	Oct. 20 

· SL, Chapter 18: Feminist Ethics


	
	Oct. 25
· SL, Chapter 19: Ethical Relativism

	Oct. 27  

· SL, Chapter 20: Moral Nihilism


	
	Nov. 1
· *Second Paper Due*
· SL, Chapter 21: Ten Arguments Against Moral Objectivity

	Nov. 3
· Ernest Van Den Haag, “On Deterrence and the Death Penalty.” On Angel.



	
	Nov. 8
· Jeffrey H. Reiman, “Justice, Civilization, and the Death Penalty.” On Angel. 

	Nov. 10  
· B. A. Brody, “Abortion and the Law.” On Angel.


	
	Nov. 15  

· Judith Jarvis Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion.” On Angel.


	Nov. 17
· Marry Ann Warren, “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion.” On Angel.



	
	Nov. 22
· Peter Singer, “All Animals are Equal.” On Angel.

	Nov. 24  

· Tibor R. Machan, “Do Animals have Rights?” On Angel.


	
	Nov. 29
· Alan H. Goldman’s, “Plain Sex.” On Angel.

	Dec. 1  
· John Corvino, “Why Shouldn’t Tommy and Jimmy Have Sex?” On Angel.


	
	Dec. 6  

· Peter Singer, “The Singer Solution to World Poverty.” On Angel.
	Dec. 8 

· Summary 



	
	Final Paper Due: Wed., Dec. 15th 10:00am
	


� Note: This reading schedule is meant as a guideline! I may add and/or drop readings as we go along, though I will give you plenty of notice if I change the schedule.
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