Africana Philosophy and Social Uplift (Undergrad)
PHL 451: Philosophy and the Black Experience 

Spring 2009 ● TR 1:00-2:20 p.m. ● BH 211A

Dr. Kristie Dotson

Office: 514 S. Kedzie





     E-mail: dotsonk@msu.edu
Office hours: TR 2:30-3:30
 & by arr.



     Phone: 517-353-4617
Course Description

Leonard Harris calls African American philosophy a “philosophy born of struggle.”  This course introduces African American philosophy as a set of inquiries that arise from social, political, and epistemic struggles to conceptualize social uplift.  In this course, we will discuss efforts to understand the nature of philosophical enterprises aimed at accomplishing social change for a specific racial/social group.  We will examine attempts to create concrete, methodologies for theorizing social change for a specific social group.  And, finally, we will review endeavors to theorizing racial and social uplift for Black people in the United States.  Ultimately, this class seeks to highlight the importance of challenging common understandings of philosophy in order to begin situating philosophical investigations in specific socio-political contexts. 

Texts

· Readings provided on Angel.

Requirements

· Attendance (10% of Overall Grade)

· Participation (10% of Overall Grade)

· Summary Presentation or Philosophical Correspondences (10% of Overall Grade)

· Take-home midterm exam (30% of Overall Grade)

· Take-home final exam or final paper  (40% of Overall Grade)

· Final Exam/Final Paper is due May 6, 2009
· Note: I reserve the right to change the structure of these assignments to stimulate greater in-class accountability.  Students will be notified of any such happening well in advance.
Assignment Assessment

· I assess written work on three factors.  1) The aptness of the submitted work to the given assignment.  Did you fulfill the requirements of the assignment adequately?  2) Demonstrated ability to offer detailed, defendable readings of the course texts present in the assignment. Is the content of the assignment well supported by the class texts?  Does the author understand the class texts to an appropriate degree?  And 3) the organizational, structural and/or grammatical integrity of a given assignment.  Is the assignment well written?  Each factor is not given equal weight.  The first and second factors play a major role in my grading assessments, whereas the third factor is less significant.  However, all three factors can significantly affect the final grade of a given assignment.

Overall Grading Scale

· 4 = 100-90%
· 3.5 = 89-85%

· 3 = 84-80%

· 2.5 = 79-75%

· 2 = 74-70%

· 1 = 69-60%

· 0 = 59-0%
Attendance Policy

· All students are allowed two excused absences during the course of the semester.  Every student is automatically given 10% credit for attendance.  Every absence over the excused two absences will result in a lowered attendance percentage.  Each additional absence lowers your attendance percentage by 3%.  For example, a total of three absences will result in receiving an attendance percentage grade of 7%.  After five overall class absences, one’s entire attendance percentage is forfeited.
Plagiarism

· In this class, all of your work is to be done only by yourself.  All work is individual work.  Plagiarism is presenting the work or ideas of another person as if they are one’s own.  I will not consider any instances of plagiarism to be ‘accidental’ or done ‘with good will’.  Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to: 1) Submitting work that has been purchased or given to you; 2) Turning in work that you have merely agreed with, but not thought of yourself; 3) Submitting work that was found online; and 4) Incorporating the words of an author without giving that author due credit.  There are a minimum of two penalties for plagiarism in my class:

1.) You will receive a zero on the plagiarized assignment.

2.) Your academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean, and subsequent university action will be taken.

In addition, at my discretion, I reserve the option to assign a failing grade in any class for any student who commits plagiarism.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

· Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations. For an appointment with a disability specialist, call 353-9642 (voice), 355-1293 (TTY), or visit MyProfile.rcpd.msu.edu.

Disruptive Behavior

· Article 2.3.5 of the Academic Freedom Report (AFR) for students at Michigan State University states: "The student's behavior in the classroom shall be conducive to the teaching and learning process for all concerned." Article 2.3.10 of the AFR states that "The student has a right to scholarly relationships with faculty based on mutual trust and civility." General Student Regulation 5.02 states: "No student shall . . . interfere with the functions and services of the University (for example, but not limited to, classes . . .) such that the function or service is obstructed or disrupted. Students whose conduct adversely affects the learning environment in this classroom may be subject to disciplinary action through immediate ejection and/or the Student Faculty Judiciary process.

Misc. Policy

· Please ensure all cell-phones and noise-making-technological-devices are turned off.

Tentative Reading Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	1
	Jan. 13 & 14
	Introduction: Value of Philosophy
	Required:

· Tues. – Introduction.
· Thurs. – William Jones, “We Need Philosophy for African Americans”

· Thurs. – Alain Locke, “Good Reading”

	2
	Jan. 20 & 22
	Philosophy and the Black Experience
	Required:

· Tues. – Cornel West, “Philosophy and the Afro-American Experience”

· Thurs. – Leonard Harris, “Preface to a 20-Page Suicide Note”

Further Reading:
· Clarence Johnson, “Cornel West as Pragmatist and Existentialist”
· Paul Jefferson, “Question of Black Philosophy”
· Leonard Harris, “The Lacuna between Philosophy and History”

	3
	Jan. 27 & 29
	African American Philosophy
	Required:

· Tues. – Lucius Outlaw, Jr.,  “African, Africana, and African American Philosophy”

· Thurs. – Lucius Outlaw, Jr., “The Future of Philosophy in America”
· Thurs. – Outlaw/Roth, “Is there a Distinctive African American Philosophy?”

	4
	Feb. 3 & 5
	Theorizing Social Problems


	Required:

· Tues. – W. E. B. Du Bois, “Strivings of a People”  (1897)

                     http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/189708/dubois-strivings

· Tues. – W. E. B. Du Bois, “The Study of Social Problems” 

· Thurs. – Lewis R. Gordon, “Du Bois’s Humanistic Philosophy of Human Sciences”

Further Reading:
· Tommy Lott, “Du Bois and Locke on the Scientific Study of the Negro”

· Lucius Outlaw, Jr., “W. E. B. Du Bois on the Study of Social Problems”

· Johnny Washington, “Alain L. Locke’s ‘Values and Imperatives’: An Interpretation”


	5
	Feb. 10 & 12


	Racial/Sexual Oppression I
	Required:

· Tues. – Frederick Douglass, “Prejudice Against Color”

· Tues. – Frederick Douglass, “What the Black Man Wants”

· Tues. – Ralph, Elison, “Twentieth – Century Fiction and the Black Mask of    

                    Humanity” 

· Tues. – Orlando Patterson, “Elements of Slavery”

· Thurs. – Lewis R. Gordon, “Theorizing Black Invisibility”

· Thurs. – Bill Lawson, “Oppression and Slavery”

Further Reading:
· Bill Lawson and Howard McGary, Between Slavery and Freedom

Assignment:

Week 2-4 Philosophical Correspondences Due

	6
	Feb. 17 & 19
	Racial/Sexual Oppression II
	Required:

· Tues. – Fannie Barrier Williams, “The Colored Girl”

· Tues. – Frances Harper, “We are Bound Together”

· Tues. – Angela Davis, “The Legacy of Slavery”

· Thurs. – Kimberlé Crenshaw, “Mapping the Intersections”

Further Reading:
· Frances Beale, “Double Jeopardy”
· Deborah King, “Multiple Jeopardy”

· Kimberle Crenshaw – “Demarginalizing the Intersection”

	7
	Feb. 24 & 26
	Social Uplift and Assimilation (Political Equality) I
	Required:

· Tues. – Frederick Douglass, “Meaning of the Fourth of July”
                    http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2927t.html
· Tues. - Bernard Boxill, “Two Traditions in African American Political Thought”
· Thurs. – Charles Mills, “What is the Meaning of the Fourth of July?”
Further Reading:
· Charles Mills, The Racial Contract 
· Charles Mills, “The Racial Contract as Methodology”
· J. L. A. Garcia, “The Racial Contract Hypothesis”
Assignment:

  Distribute Take-Home Midterm


	8
	Mar. 3 & 5
	Social Uplift and Assimilation (Racial Equality)
	Required:

· Tues. – Charles Chesnutt, “The Future American”

· Tues. – Alexander Crummell, “The Race-Problem in America”

· Thurs – Charles Mills, “Do Black Men have a Moral Duty to Marry Black Women?”

Further Reading:
· Robert Bernasconi & Kristie Dotson, “Introduction”

· Frederick Douglass, “The Negro Ethnologically Considered”

· Alain Locke, “The Problem of Race Classification”

	9
	Mar. 10 & 12
	Spring Break
	Spring Break

	10
	Mar. 17 & 19
	Social Uplift, Racial Equality, and Justice
	Required:

· Tues. – Anita Allen, “Interracial Marriage”

· Thurs – Ronald Sundstrum, “Interracial Intimacies”

Further Reading:
· Ronald Sundstrum, The Browning of America and the Evasion of Social Justice
Assignment:

Take-Home Midterm Due – Mar. 17, 2009
Week 6-9 Philosophical Correspondences Due

	11
	Mar. 24 & 26
	Social Uplift and the Metaphysics of Race
	Required:

· Tues. – W. E. B. Du Bois, “The Conservation of Races”

· Tues. – Anthony Appiah, “The Illusion of Race”

· Thurs. – Paul Taylor, “Appiah’s Uncompleted Argument”

Further Reading:

· Lucius Outlaw, “‘Conserve’ Races? In Defense of W. E. B. Du Bois”
· Robert Gooding-Williams, “Outlaw, Appiah, and Du Bois’s ‘The Conservation of Races’”
· Tommy Lott, “Du Bois on the Invention of Race”
· Anthony Appiah, “The Uncompleted Argument”


	12
	Mar. 31 & Apr. 2


	Social Uplift and Black Nationalism I


	Required:

· Tues. – Martin Delaney, excerpt The Condition, Elevation, Emigration, and Destiny of the Colored People in the United States”
· Thurs. – Malcolm X – “The Black Revolution”

Further Reading:

· Maria Stewart, “Address Delivered at the African Masonic Hall”

· Malcolm X, “Ballot Or the Bullet”

· Stokley Carmichael, “Toward Black Liberation”

· Amiri Baraka, “It’s Nation Time”

	13
	Apr. 7 & 9
	Social Uplift and Black Nationalism II
	Required:

· Tues. – Tommie Shelby, “Two Concpets of Nationalism”

· Thurs. – Tommy Curry, “Who k(new)?”

Further Reading:

· Tommie Shelby, We Who are Dark
· Tommie Shelby, “Foundations of Black Solidarity”

	14
	Apr. 14 & 16


	Social Uplift and Self-Respect
	Required:

· Tues. – Howard McGary, “Alienation and African Americans”

· Thurs. – Michele Moody-Adams, “Race, Class, and the Social Construction of Self-

                      Respect” 

Further Reading:
· W. E. B. Du Bois, “Separation and Self-Respect”

· Laurence Thomas, “Rawlsian Self-Respect and the Black Consciousness Movement”

· Thomas Hill, “Servility and Self-Respect”

· Bernard Boxill, “Self-Respect and Protest”


	15
	Apr. 21 & 23


	Social Uplift and Black Feminism


	Required:

· Tues. – Audre Lorde, “The Master’s Tools”
· Tues. – E. Fracnes White, excerpt “Black Feminist Interventions”
· Thurs. – Angela Davis, “Let Us Rise Together”
· Thurs. – Alice Walker, “In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens”

· Thurs. – Elsa Barkley Brown, ‘Womanist Consciousness”

Further Reading:
· Combahee River Collective, “A Black Feminist Statement”

· Mary Church Terrell, “The Progress of Colored Women”

· Angela Davis, “Facing Our Common Foe”

· Joy James, “Black Feminisms: Liberation Limbos and Existence in Gray”

· Shirley Anne Williams, “Some Implications of Womanist Theory”

· Patricia Hill Collins, “Some Group Matters”

· Chikwenye Ogunyemi, “Womanism”



	16
	Apr. 28 & 30
	Social Uplift and Critical Relativism
	Required:

· Tues. – Alain Locke, “Cultural Relativism and Ideological Peace”

· Tues. – Alain Locke, “Pluralism and Intellectual Democracy”

· Thurs. – Closing Remarks

Further Reading:

· Alain Locke, “New Negro”

· Alain Locke, “Who and What is ‘Negro’?”

Assignments:
  Week 11-15 Philosophical Correspondences Due


Have a Good Summer!!!
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