PHL 342: Environmental Ethics

Fall 2011

Mondays and Wednesdays

12:40-2pm; Berkey Hall 111

Instructor:
Kyle Powys Whyte



Department of Philosophy



535 S. Kedzie Hall



kwhyte@msu.edu


517-432-1034

Required Purchases

[None]
Teams
I will randomly assign teams of 5 students each at the beginning of the semester. Your team serves as a network for helping you do your best in the course; your team will also play a role in some of your deliverables. 

Grading
There will be four deliverables during the semester. Each one is worth 25 points and will have its own rubric. 93 points and higher is a 4.0 for your final grade. 92-86 is 3.5; 85-79 is 3.0; 78-72 is 2.5; 71-65 is 2.0; 64-78 is 1.5. 63-57 is 1.0; 56 or lower, no pass. 
Deliverable 1 (Short Answer Test)

On 10/5, you will have the entire class period to answer 6 short answer questions. By short answer, I mean 100 to 150 words each. When you arrive on time, sit with your team in a cluster and I will pass out individual copies of the test. You have 10 minutes to consult with your team on how best to answer each question. Then, as a team, come up with one recommendation to make to the other teams that will help individuals on the test. We will take the next 5-10 minutes for one spokesperson for each team to do so. Each question is worth 4 points. You will get an extra point if you score 21 points or higher. A grading rubric will be provided a week or more in advance.
Deliverable 2 (Short Answer Paper)

On 10/26, arrive to class with regular white, lined paper. Reserve three inches of space on the right hand side of each page. In between 500 and 1,000 words, answer the paper question (1 question; will be provided the night before in advance). You will have 45 minutes to complete it. Hand your paper back and it will be redistributed anonymously to another class member. In the remaining time, the class member will write his or her name on the open margin, and provide comments which will remain anonymous. The paper will be worth 15 points; your suggested revisions will be worth 10 points. A grading rubric will be provided a week or more in advance. 
Deliverable 3 (revision)
Starting in the last three weeks of the course, you may submit a revision of deliverable 2 based on your peer comments as well as comments of my own that I provided upon grading Deliverable 2.  A grading rubric will be provided a week or more in advance. 
Deliverable 4  (case study)

Choose a case of an environmental, agricultural, or animal welfare issue. Develop a short bibliography of sources from which you draw the facts of the case study. In two pages, summarize the facts of the case study based on the sources that you have. This will be phase one. In phase two, take your case study and, in a word document, pass it around to each team member, who must give you margin comments in the word document. Create a team schedule for doing so, and show it to me. Record the comments, and print them out for each person who gives you comments. Make sure that each person's name is on your paper. In phase 3, rewrite your paper based on the comments, and write me a letter explaining how you addressed the them or dealt with them in the paper. In this phase, you may expand the length of your case study. Submit to me on the last day of class. A grading rubric will be provided in November.    
Objective: 

Week 1 

8/31:
Introduction to Course

Review Syllabus

Assign Teams


Week 2 [no class 9/5]

9/7:
History of Environmental Thought
Watch The Industrial Revolution
Week 3

9/12:
History of Environmental Thought

Worster, “Science in Arcadia”

Stearns, The Industrial Revolution, pgs. 1-17
9/14:
History of Environmental Thought

Worster, “The Empire of Reason”
Stearns, The Industrial Revolution, pgs. 21-39
Week 4

9/19:
History of Environmental Thought  

Worster, “A Naturalist in Concord”
9/21:
History of Environmental Thought

Film, “Emerson: The Ideal in America” 
Week 5

9/26:
History of Environmental Thought
Cronon, "The View from Walden." 
Deneven, "The Pristine Myth" 

9/28:
History of Environmental Thought

Pinchot, "The Birth of Conservation"

Muir, " A Voice for the Wilderness"

Week 6

10/3: Prepare for Deliverable 1
10/5:
 Deliverable 1
Week 7

10/10:
Environmental Ethics
Singer, “Animal Liberation” 

Regan, “The Case for Animal Rights” 

10/12:
Environmental Ethics
Taylor, “The Ethics of Respect for Nature” 

Week 8

10/17: Environmental Ethics
Leopold: “The Land Ethic”
10/19: Environmental Ethics
Readings TBA

Week 9

10/24: Prepare for deliverable 2
10/26: Deliverable 2
Week 10

10/31: Follow up on Leopold
11/2: Future Generations
Boundaries – Buried Alive
Week 11 [Work on Deliverable 3]
11/7: Prepare for Deliverable 3
11/9: Film 
Fenceline
“Toxic Wastes and Race”
[Professor Murdock to proctor]
Week 12

11/14: Environmental Justice

Bullard, Dumping in Dixie  
Whyte, “Why Not Environmental Injustice?”  
11/16: Environmental Justice
Fraser, “from Redistribution to Recognition” 
Whyte, “The Recognition Dimensions of EJ in Indian Country”
Week 13

11/21: Environmental Justice
Kemmerer, “Killing Traditions”
Reo and Whyte, “Hunting and Morality as Elements of Traditional Ecological Knowledge”
11/23: No class 
11/24-11/25 Thanksgiving

Week 14

11/28: Climate Change
Gardiner, “Ethics and Global Climate Change”

11/30: Sustainability
Hardin, “Tragedy of the Commons”
Week 15

12/5: No class meeting
Please email me drafts of your papers
12/7: Climate Change, Sustainability and values

Jamieson, “Ethics, Public Policy, and Global Warming”

Jamieson, “Climate Change, Responsibility and Justice”
12/9 Classes End

