Philosophy 200: Introduction to Philosophy

Instructor: Daniel Steel

E-mail: steel@msu.edu
Campus mailbox: 503 S. Kedzie Hall

Office: 507 S. Kedzie Hall

Office hours: 10 am to noon Tuesday, or by appointment

Class Meeting Place and Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30-9:50 am, 304 EBH.
Texts

 Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings, edited by Perry, Bratman, and Fischer (PBF for short).
Living with Darwin: Evolution, Design, and the Future of Faith, Philip Kitcher.
Course Description

If you’ve never wondered what you should aim for in life, or whether the world would be better if it were changed in some way, or whether you can really know all the things you think you do, then philosophy probably won’t interest you. However, if you have ever thought about questions like these, then you’ve thought about philosophy. In this class, we’ll read and discuss what philosophers from ancient Greece to the present have had to say about such topics. Moreover, we’ll see how such questions continue to matter for important issues in modern life.
Grades

The grades will be based on class participation, several think pieces, and three argumentative essays.

· Class Participation (10%): Class participation is divided into two components each worth 5%: (1) regular participation and (2) a fun presentation.  
(1) Regular participation consists of coming to class, being reasonably alert and attentive, and contributing to class discussions. The best way to prepare for class is to read the material indicated on the syllabus before coming to class on that day. This will make it easier for you to follow what’s going on and enable to participate more effectively in class activities (for instance, reconstructing the main argument in the reading with a group of other students).

(2) Fun presentation: In the course of this semester, you will encounter many new concepts and arguments, and it can be difficult to remember which is which. In your fun presentation, you will devise a brief (about 5 minute) example that illustrates the essential idea of one of the concepts or arguments we’ve discussed in class that week or the prior week. Collaboration is encouraged on fun presentations, although the number of students involved a presentation should not exceed 4. A sign up sheet with the possible dates for fun presentations will be distributed in class and posted on the course website. 
· Midterm Exams (50%): There will be two midterm exams, the first on February 10 and the second on March 22. The exams will be divided into two parts: short answer and essay answers. The short answer section will consist of questions concerning central concepts that can be answered in a sentence or two. The essay questions will require a more in depth explanation of ideas or arguments and typically will ask you to engage in some critical analysis of your own. The second midterm will not be cumulative, and will cover material discussed in class after the first midterm.
· Final Exam (40%): The format of the final exam will be the same as the midterms, although the final will be longer. The final exam will also be cumulative, although it will emphasize topics discussed after the second midterm.
Course Schedule
Week 1: Introduction
1/11: A wee bit of logic, PBF, pp. 9-14.
1/13: Defense of Socrates, PBF, pp. 22-36.

Week 2: Does God Exist?
1/18: Anselm, Aquinas, Paley and Pascal argue yes, Russell demurs. PBF, pp. 42-58.
1/20: Descartes’ Meditations I through III, PBF, pp. 136-147.
Week 3: The Problem of Evil
1/25: Hume’s Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, PBF, pp. 59-74.
1/27: Hume’s Dialogues Continued, Leibniz’s World, PBF, pp. 75-95.
Week 4: Knowledge and Skepticism
2/1: Knowledge as justified true belief, PBF, pp. 126-135.
2/3: Descartes’ Meditations IV through VI, PBF, pp. 147-159.

Week 5: Nozick and Midterm I
2/8: Nozick on knowledge and skepticism, PBF, pp. 168-175.
2/10: Midterm 1
Week 6: Can we predict the Future?
2/15: The problem of induction, PBF, pp. 190-201.
2/17: No necessary connection between cause and effect says Hume, PBF, pp. 201-213.
Week 7: The Mind-Body Problem
2/22: But where is the University? PBF, pp. 251-266.
2/24: Dennett on intentional systems, PBF, pp. 267-279.
Week 8: Consciousness and Personal Identity
3/1: What’s it like to be a bat? PBF, pp. 311-325.
3/3: Will you always be you? That isn’t so important says Parfit, PBF, pp. 357-368.
March 7-11: Spring Break.
Week 9: Freewill and Determinism
3/15: Could you have done otherwise? PBF, pp. 392-399.
3/17: Doesn’t matter, you’re still responsible says Frankfurt, PBF, pp. 423-438.
Week 10: Moral Luck and Second Midterm
3/22: Are you a good person just by luck? PBF, pp. 440-448. 
3/24: Midterm 2
Week 11: Utilitarianism
3/29: Bentham and Mill, the granddaddies of Utilitarianism, PBF, pp. 457-476.
3/31: Williams objects, Singer insists we do more, PBF, pp. 487-502.
Week 12: Kantian Ethics
4/3: Kant and the categorical imperative, PBF, pp. 504-520.
4/5: Kantian ethics in famine and war, PBF, pp. 538-554.
Week 13: Theories of Justice
4/10: Rawls and the original position, PBF, pp. 578-590.
4/12: Libertarianism and contract pregnancy, PBF, pp. 591-598, 620-631.
Week 14: Living with Darwin
4/17: Disinterring Darwin and saying goodbye to Genesis, Kitcher, chapters 1 and 2.
4/19: One tree of life, Kitcher, chapter 3.
Week 15: Living with Darwin
4/24: Intelligent design? Kitcher, chapter 4.
4/26: Spiritual in a scientific world, Kitcher, chapter 5.
Final Exam: Monday, May 2, 7:45-9:45 a.m. Normal classroom.
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