Philosophy 130: Logic and Reasoning
Basic Information

Instructor: Daniel Steel

E-mail: steel@msu.edu 

Campus mailbox: 503 S. Kedzie Hall

Campus phone: 355-4215
Office: 509 S. Kedzie Hall

Office hours: 10 am to noon Tuesday and Thursday, or by appointment

Class Meeting Time and Place: Monday and Wednesday, 4:10-5:30, C 106 Holmes Hall.
Grading Assistant: Crystal Dai (daiyuanf@msu.edu). 
Text

Critical Thinking, 8th edition, by Moore and Parker (M&P for short).

Some additional readings will be posted on the course website https://angel.msu.edu.
Course Description
We frequently must make judgments and decisions on the basis of information from a bewildering variety of often conflicting sources—our friends, TV, books, the internet, etc.  Doing this effectively depends on the ability to distinguish between good and poor reasons for believing a claim, something that is a lot harder than most people think.  This course aims to improve students’ ability to evaluate reasons provided for claims, to formulate cogent arguments of their own, and to express those arguments in clearly written prose.
Grades

Grades will be based on homework assignments (20%), two midterm exams (25% each), and a final exam (30%).

· Homework: There will be 11 homework assignments distributed across the semester.  You will be allowed to drop your worst homework grade, which could be a homework assignment not turned in at all.  Homework assignments will be posted on the course website on Wednesdays (except on the days of the midterms, the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, and the Wednesday that is the last class of the semester) and are to be turned in the following Monday (except for the first homework assignment, which is due on the following Wednesday because there is no class on Labor Day). 
· Midterms and Final:  The format of the midterms and the final will be a combination of multiple choice and short answer questions.  The final exam will be cumulative, though it will focus on material covered after the second midterm.
· Honors Option: (For students in the honors college only.)  The honors option will consist of writing a medium length essay that makes a case for a position on some controversial topic. Your essay should exemplify the standards of good critical reasoning and clear writing taught in this class.  If you would like to do the honors option, you need to see me to get approval for your topic.  Honors option essays are due the day of the final exam.
Late Homework Policy

In the absence of a documented excuse, I will subtract 0.5 (on the 4 point scale) per day from assignments submitted after the due date posted on the syllabus.  Once a graded assignment has been returned, I will no longer accept late assignments without a documented excuse.  If you email an assignment to me, it is your responsibility to ensure that it reaches me on time and in a format that I can open.  Generally, this means an email attachment in Microsoft Word.  If you are concerned that I might have difficulty opening your email attachment, you can cut and paste your assignment into the body of your email.

Course Schedule
Week 1: What’s Critical Thinking?
8/28: Introduction
8/30: M&P, chapter 1
Week 2: Writing and Thinking Clearly
9/4: Labor Day, no class. 
9/6: M&P, chapter 2, up to page 57.
Week 3: Credibility and Persuasion
9/11: M&P, chapter 3
9/13: M&P, chapter 4
Week 4: Fallacies and Rhetoric
9/18: M&P, chapter 5 
9/20: M&P, chapter 6
Week 5: First Midterm!
9/25: Review

9/27: Midterm 1
Week 6: Validity and Argument Structure 
10/2: M&P, chapter 7
10/4: M&P, chapter 7, cont’d
Week 7: Categorical Logic
10/9: M&P, chapter 8
10/11: M&P, chapter 8, cont’d
Week 8: Truth-Functions and Truth Tables
10/16: M&P, chapter 9
10/18: M&P, chapter 9, through page 309
Week 9: Deductions (also known as Proofs)
10/23: M&P, chapter 9, from page 310
10/25: M&P, chapter 9, cont’d
Week 10: Second Midterm!
10/30: Review

11/1: Midterm 2

Week 11: Inductive Arguments
11/6: M&P, chapter 10
11/8: M&P, chapter 10, cont’d
Week 12: Causal Arguments
11/13: M&P, chapter 11
11/15: M&P, chapter 11, cont’d
Week 13: Moral, Legal and Aesthetic Reasoning 
11/20: M&P, chapter 12
11/22: Thanksgiving Break—no class
Week 14: Moral Reasoning, cont’d; Writing Argumentative Essays
11/27: M&P, chapter 12, cont’d
11/29: M&P, chapter 2, from page 57
Week 15: Finishing Up
12/4: Case studies—topics suggested by students (readings posted on course website)
12/6: Review

Final Exam: Thursday, December 14, 5:45-7:45 p.m., usual classroom.
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