Philosophy 850-001: Seminar in Political Philosophy

Tuesday 7:00 pm – 9:50 pm

Professor Todd Hedrick

hedrickt@msu.edu
519 S. Kedzie Hall

Office hours: Th 4:30 – 6:30 (or by appointment)

Topic:

The Foundations of Critical Theory

This seminar will examine conceptions and methods of critique as they have evolved in the tradition of Left Hegelian social theory from Marx through Habermas. We consider Marx’s ideas of alienation and fetishism, Lukács’ theory of reification, the first generation of the Frankfurt School’s various attempts to reconfigure Marxist theory in light of what they viewed as the collapse of progressive philosophies of history, and Habermas’s “colonization of the lifeworld” thesis.
Texts:

There are 3 required texts for this class.  They are available at college bookstores.  You may procure your copies however you like, but please ensure that you get the correct edition.

The Marx-Engels Reader, 2nd edition, ed. Robert C. Tucker (Norton, 1978)

Georg Lukács, History and Class Consciousness, trans. Rodney Livingston (MIT Press, 1971)

Jürgen Habermas, Theory of Communicative Action, volume 2: Lifeworld and System: A Critique of Functionalist Reason, trans. Thomas McCarthy (Beacon, 1989)

Other readings will be made available through ANGEL.  

Course requirements:

The following is required of all enrolled students:

· Regular attendance and participation. (15%) This has three components:

· Your actual, physical presence in the seminar room.  It is expected that you attend every meeting and should clear any absences with me in advance.

· Your contributions to classroom discussions evaluated in terms of both their frequency and informed quality. 

· Each week, you should post 2-3 short (1 or 2 sentences is fine) observations or discussion questions on the class ANGEL site by noon on Tuesday.  

· An in class presentation, accompanied by 4-5 page written summary of the day’s material, along with the presenter’s observations and questions for class discussion. (15%)

· A final paper of at least 15 pages in length. (70%)

1/10
Introduction
1/17
Karl Marx, “On the Jewish Question,” MER, 26-52
Marx (with Engels), Manifesto of the Communist Party, 473-83

1/24
Marx, 1844 Manuscripts, 70-105
Marx, “Theses on Feuerbach,” 143-5

1/31
Marx, Capital, vol. 1, 302-29 Andrew 
2/7
Georg Lukács, “Reification and the Consciousness of the Proletariat,” 83-149 Eric
2/14
Lukács, “Reification,” 149-209 Ryan
2/21
Max Horkheimer, “Traditional and Critical Theory” and “Postscript,” 188-252 Alex, Sarah
2/28
Horkheimer, “The Authoritarian State,” 95-117

Michael, Ryan
Theodor Adorno, “Reflections on Class Theory,” 93-110

Adorno, “Freudian Theory and the Pattern of Fascist Propaganda,” 84-102
3/6
Spring Break – no class

3/13
Horkheimer and Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment, “The Culture Industry,” 94-136
Adorno, “The Culture Industry Reconsidered,” 98-106
3/20
Herbert Marcuse, “On Hedonism,” 151-75 Sarah, Eric
Marcuse, “Freedom and Freud’s Theory of Instincts,” 221-38
Marcuse, “Progress and Freud’s Theory of instincts,” 
3/27
Marcuse, “Capitalism and Industrialization in the Work of Max Weber,” 201-26

Jürgen Habermas, “Technology and Science as ‘Ideology’,” 117-45 Alex
4/3
Habermas, Theory of Communicative Action, vol. 2, 113-97, 
4/10
Habermas, Theory of Communicative Action, 301-73 Andrew
4/17
Habermas, Theory of Communicative Action, 374-403 Ryan
4/24 
Last Day – wrap
