Philosophy 350-001

Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy

Professor: Todd Hedrick 






Fall 2010
Contact: hedrickt@msu.edu
Class meeting: 3:00 – 4:20, Tuesdays and Thursdays
219 Berkey Hall

Office hours: W 2:30 – 4:30, Wednesdays (or by appointment)


519 S. Kedzie Hall

Description: This course will examine a number of the main figures, texts, and ideas in the history of Western political thought.  We will consider such issues as: the relationship between individual rights and democracy, the nature and extent of political obligations, and the value of freedom as compared to other potentially competing goods like community, progress, security, etc., as well as the role of political institutions in both perpetuating and overcoming race, gender, and economic oppression.  After a look at Plato’s and Aristotle’s classical conception of politics, we will focus mainly on the political thought of the modern era (i.e., 16th century – present), studying some of the major figures in the development of Western liberalism (Hobbes, Locke, Mill) and their different strategies of justification, as well as the more radical democratic and socialist strains of thought (Rousseau, Marx), concluding with a look at more contemporary thinkers concerned with social justice and the welfare state, and race and gender inequality, and understanding freedom and democracy in pluralistic, globalized societies.
Texts: Most of the readings will be drawn from Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts, 2nd edition, ed. Steven M. Cahn (Oxford, 2011).  It is available in campus bookstores. Please be sure to get the correct edition.  
Other readings—marked with an ‘A’ on the reading schedule—will be made available through ANGEL.

Evaluation:

· Attendance and participation (10%)

· Your regular attendance and participation is expected and will be monitored.

· Quiz (3%)

· There is one short, in class quiz early in the semester.

· 1st paper (17%)

· An approximately 5 page paper on a topic to be assigned.

· Midterm (20%)

· In class midterm (short answer and essay questions) over the first half of the course.

· 2nd paper (25%)

· An approximately 6-7 page paper on a choice of topics.

· Final paper (25%)

· Cumulative exam (short answer and essay questions).

Schedule and readings: Please note that this schedule is tentative and can be modified at the instructor’s discretion, though students will be notified of changes as far in advance as possible.
9/2
Introductory meeting


I. Ancient Political Theory
9/7
Plato



Republic, 31-51 (Book I)

9/9
Plato, continued



Republic, 51-70 (Books II-III)

9/14
Plato, continued

Republic, 70-85, 100-115 (Book IV, Book V starting at 471c, and Book VI through 502c)

9/16
Plato, continued



Republic, 127-46 (Book VIII)



Quiz

9/21
Aristotle

Politics, 175-81 (Book 1), 188-90 (Book III, chapter 1), 191-2 (Book III, excerpts of chapters 3-4: 1276b1 – 1276b34), 194-202 (Book III, chapters 6-12)

9/23
Aristotle, continued



Politics, 202-224 (Books IV-V, VII)



1st paper assignment distributed

II. Modern Social Contract Theory
9/28
Thomas Hobbes



Leviathan, 285-299 (Part I)

9/30
Hobbes, continued



Leviathan, 299-310 (Part 2)
10/5
John Locke



2nd Treatise on Government, 315-29



1st paper due
10/7
Locke, continued



2nd Treatise, 329-42
10/12
Jean-Jacques Rousseau



Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, 355-70

10/14
Rousseau, continued



On the Social Contract, 370-83 (Books I-II)

10/19
Rousseau, continued



On the Social Contract, 383-98 (Books III-IV)

10/21
Midterm (in class)


III. Freedom and the Problems of Modern Mass Society

10/26
John Stuart Mill

On Liberty, 633-57 (Chapters I-II)

10/28
Mill, continued



On Liberty, 657-67 (Chapters III-V)

11/2
Karl Marx



“1844 Manuscripts,” 569-76



“The German Ideology,” 577-82

11/4
Marx, continued



“Manifesto of the Communist Party” (with Friedrich Engels), 583-94



“Critique of Political Economy,” 595

IV. Contemporary Political Theory: Liberals and Conservatives, Race and Gender, and Conceptions of Democracy

11/9
John Rawls



A Theory of Justice, 694-702 (sections 3-4, 11, 13) 

2nd paper assignment distributed
11/11
Rawls, continued



A Theory of Justice, 685-92 (sections 17, 24, 26)

11/16
Robert Nozick



Anarchy, State, and Utopia, 713-25

11/18
Martin Luther King, Jr. 



King, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” 830-39



2nd paper due

11/23 
Charles Mills



“The Racial Contract” (A)

11/25
Thanksgiving break – no class

11/30 
Michel Foucault




“Power/Knowledge,” 747-60
12/2 
Virginia Held



“Non-Contractual Society: A Feminist View,” 782-95

12/7
Jürgen Habermas

“Three Normative Models of Democracy,” 764-71

“On the Internal Relation Between the Rule of Law and Democracy,” 772-77

12/9
Final day review


12/15
Final exam – 12:45 – 2:45
Policies:

· Deadlines: Extensions will only be granted for a compelling reason (e.g., serious illness, family emergency, etc.).  Under normal circumstances, ‘I have a lot of other work to do’ is not a compelling reason—if you have other assignments due around the same time, please plan ahead.  Late work will be penalized at the rate of –0.5 per day.

· Attendance: Your regular attendance and participation in class discussions is expected.  Attendance will be tracked and excessive absence from class will negatively impact your final grade.  

· Academic honesty: It is expected that your work will be your own.  Collaborative studying and outside discussions with your classmates is encouraged.  However, cheating on in class exams or plagiarizing take home assignments is a serious offense—it earns you a failing grade on the assignment, will be reported to your dean’s office for further action, and can lead to expulsion.  It is up to you to know what constitutes plagiarism.  

· Student Accommodation for Special Needs: Michigan State University will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. Students need to contact the Director of Disability Services and the professor as early in the semester as possible to ensure that classroom and academic accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. All communication between students, Disability Services, and the professor will be strictly confidential.

The Meaning of Grades:

· “4.0” work is excellent work. 

· “4.0” assignments are of exceptionally high quality.  They are innovative, adding something to the topic.  They are accurate, clear, organized, use compelling reasoning, and possess a spark of innovation/creativity.  They show depth of thought and the writing is polished.

· “3.0” work is good work.  

· “3.0” assignments meet the expectations of the assignment and are accurate, clear and organized.  They contain good reasoning and although they do not have any significant problems, they do not add anything to the topic.

· “2.0” work is acceptable work that has significant problems.  

· “2.0” assignments contain inaccuracies or significant problems with reasoning, organization, or quality of writing.

· “1.0” work has serious problems and is unacceptable as college-level work.

· “0.0” is normally reserved for work that is not turned in, is borderline unintelligible, or has little or no relevance to the assignment. 

