Philosophy 200-004: Introduction to Philosophy

Professor: Todd Hedrick   






Spring 2010

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:30, or by appointment 


519 S. Kedzie Hall

Contact: hedrickt@msu.edu
Class meeting: 1:00 – 2:20, Tuesdays and Thursdays


Erickson 228

Description:

This course is an introduction to some of the important texts, problems, and methods in Western philosophy. Philosophy has been a major part of Western culture for the last 2,500 years and our readings will be drawn from several historical eras (e.g., ancient Greece, the medieval and modern periods), as well as look at some contemporary philosophical writings.  Although philosophy has changed quite a bit over its long history, it has always had a tendency to make that which is familiar and everyday seem challenging, strange and wondrous.

We will see how this works by examining how philosophers make questionable our thinking about knowledge, religion, freedom, values, and ethics.  We will along the way see how philosophy (hopefully) makes these things clearer to us precisely by making them questionable.  

This course aims to: a) familiarize students with some major themes, positions, and figures in the history of philosophy, b) familiarize them with some basic philosophical terms and distinctions, c) give them an ability to identify and write about philosophical arguments, and d) the ability to thoughtfully criticize, interpret, and defend those arguments.  

Texts:

There is only one required text: Classics of Western Philosophy, 7th edition, ed. Steven Cahn (Hackett, 2007).  If you do not purchase this text at the bookstore, make sure that you get this edition—other editions have different sets of readings and use different pagination.

All other readings are available on ANGEL (these will be marked with an A on the reading schedule).

Calendar of Readings:

This schedule is tentative and subject to change.  

1/12
Introduction



I. Socrates and the Origins of Philosophy

1/14
Plato



Euthyphro, 20-24

1/19
Plato



Euthyphro, 24-28



Apology, 29-34

1/21
Plato



Apology, 34-41

1/26
Review  - 1st assignment distributed


II. Knowledge

1/28
René Descartes



Meditations on First Philosophy, “Meditation One,” 490-92

2/2
Descartes, cont.



Meditations on First Philosophy, “Meditation Two,” 492-96




1st assignment due
2/4
Descartes, cont.


`
Meditations on First Philosophy, “Meditation Three,” 496-503

2/9
David Hume



Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, 767-76

2/11
Hume, cont.



Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, 776-84

2/16
Hume, cont



Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, 784-92

2/18 
In class exam


III. God

2/23
Anselm



Proslogion, chapters 2-5, 415-6

2/25
Gaunilo and Thomas Aquinas



Gaunilo, “Reply on Behalf of the Fool,” 425-7


Aquinas, Summa Theologica, 450-3

3/2
Aquinas, cont.



Summa Theologica, 454-6

3/4
Moses Maimonedes



The Guide for the Perplexed (A)

3/9     Spring Break – No class

3/11    Spring Break – No class  
3/16
Review – 2nd assignment distributed 



IV. Free Will

3/18
Augustine



On Free Choice and the Will, 357-69

3/23
Hume



Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, 792-802




2nd assignment due
3/25
Peter van Inwagen



“The Mystery of Metaphysical Freedom” (A)

3/30
Jean-Paul Sartre



“The Humanism of Existentialism,” 1192-1204
4/1
Wrap up and quiz


V. Ethics

4/6
Immanuel Kant



Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, 984-91

4/8
Kant, cont.



Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, 991-1004


4/13
Kant, cont.



Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, 1004-1012, 1015-19



4/15
J. S. Mill



Utilitarianism, 1058-71

4/20
Mill, cont.



Utilitarianism, 1071-90

4/22
Friedrich Nietzsche



On the Genealogy of Morals
(A)
4/27
Nietzsche, cont.



Twilight of the Idols, 1105-7

Beyond Good and Evil (A)
4/29
Wrap 

5/5 
Final assignment due
Grades:

· Attendance/participation:
10%

· Assignment 1 (Socrates): 
10%

· Exam (Knowledge): 

20%

· Assignment 2 (God): 

20%

· Quiz (Free will): 

10%

· Assignment 3 (Ethics):
30%

Assignment 1 will be an approximately 2-3 page short writing piece, Assignment 2 will be 4-5 pages long, and Assignment 3 will be approximately 7-8 pages long.  

Policies:

· Deadlines: Extensions will only be granted for a compelling reason (e.g., serious illness, family emergency, etc.).  Under normal circumstances, ‘I have a lot of other work to do’ is not a compelling reason—if you have other assignments due around the same time, plan ahead.  Late work will be penalized at the rate of –0.5 per day.

· Attendance: Your regular attendance is expected, will be monitored, and excessive absence will adversely your grade.  Participation in class discussions will enhance this portion of your grade.  

· Academic honesty: It is expected that your work will be your own.  Collaborative studying and outside-of-class discussions with your classmates is encouraged.  However, cheating on in-class exams or plagiarizing take home assignments is a serious offense—it earns you a failing grade on the assignment, will be reported to your dean’s office for further action, and can lead to expulsion.  It is up to you to know what constitutes plagiarism.  

· Student Accommodation for Special Needs: Michigan State University will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. Students need to contact the Director of Disability Services and the professor as early in the semester as possible to ensure that classroom and academic accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. All communication between students, Disability Services, and the professor will be strictly confidential.
The Meaning of Grades:

· “4.0” work is excellent work. 

· “4.0” assignments are of exceptionally high quality.  They are innovative, adding something to the topic.  They are accurate, clear, organized, use compelling reasoning, and possess a spark of innovation/creativity.  They show depth of thought and the writing is polished.

· “3.0” work is good work.  

· “3.0” assignments meet the expectations of the assignment and are accurate, clear and organized.  They contain good reasoning and although they do not have any significant problems, they do not add anything to the topic.

· “2.0” work is acceptable work that has significant problems.  

· “2.0” assignments contain inaccuracies or significant problems with reasoning, organization, or quality of writing.

· “1.0” work has serious problems and is unacceptable as college-level work.

· “0.0” is normally reserved for work that is not turned in, is borderline unintelligible, or has little or no relevance to the assignment. 

