PHL 200, Section 004

Fall 2009
Instructor: Shannon Proctor

Contact: proctor3@msu.edu
Meeting times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:00-4:20

Class location: 209 Berkey Hall

Office Hours: Thursdays, 1:00 (and by appointment) 

Office Location: TBA
Course Description

This course is offered as an introductory course in Philosophy. As a course that hopes to enhance students’ general educational experience as well as students’ ability to engage in the critical examination of some of the most compelling themes of the day, this Introduction to Philosophy class will attempt to provide students with an intellectual background that will enable them to consider important human issues (e.g., epistemological, political, ethical, legal, etc.) in a critically reflective and open manner, and to communicate with others about these issues in the same fashion. In more detail, this course will attempt to meet the following educational goals: (1) increase students’ communication skills, (2) make students aware and appreciative of some of the basic concepts and questions, historical background, and modes of inquiry that inform the discipline of philosophy, (3) aid students in developing the ability to think critically about their own claims to know, about others’ claims to know, & about their values and worldviews, and (4) offer students intellectual tools that will permit them to become healthy, mature, socially conscientious persons.  

Given that Philosophy, unlike other disciplines, does not concern itself with a specific subject matter, but rather, concerns itself, in principle, with the investigation of all issues that are of fundamental concern to human beings, philosophy should be of interest to all reflective persons. Accordingly, it will be assumed from the outset of this class that all students in attendance are interested in the material that we are studying. In order to demonstrate this interest, students will be expected to participate actively both in the reading and in the class discussion of the readings, and ample opportunity will be given to do so. 

The general focus of the course shall give students the opportunity to: 

[i] read philosophical texts, 

[ii] reflect on philosophical problems and claims within the context of a community of learners, and

[iii] think, speak, and formulate ideas philosophically.

The attempt to accomplish these aims will primarily be facilitated by considering, at an introductory level:

(a) what philosophy is in general and how it operates

(b) what the status of human knowledge claims are

(c) whether human beings have free will 

(d) whether morality is relative or universal

It is hoped that by reflecting upon these various philosophical concerns, students will learn how to investigate philosophically some of the issues that are of central importance to human beings, especially as we attempt to understand ourselves, others, and the world within which we live. 

Course Organization

The course will be organized such that, ideally, each class period will include lecture & class discussion. In more detail, students will be asked to:

[a] read a certain text or parts of a text for the each class period, 

[b] take notes on the text, either in the form of preparing an outline of major points & themes found in the reading or in the form of preparing (at least 3) questions about it, 

[c] periodically answer questions about reading assignments in the form of reading quizzes that may or may not be announced ahead of time, and

[d] periodically complete group reflection exercises over the material that we are studying, and at least once (but perhaps more) present their group responses orally to the class. 

It is hoped that the students’ close reading of the texts, as well as the students’ note-taking, question-raising, and group assignments will facilitate a lively and thoughtful discussion amongst all attendees of the class, which will in turn foster greater learning and growth. Lectures will try to articulate what is mainly at issue in the text(s) that we are reading for the day, but will be complemented, as mentioned, by an attempt to engage students by offering opportunities to reflect upon and answer discussion questions about the text that we are studying. 

Text                         

Philosophical Questions: Classic and Contemporary Readings, William F. Lawhead, 1st Edition 
Grades
Course grades will be based on the following:

Paper: 10 points
In-class Assignments/Pop Quizzes: 10 @ 5 points = 50 points**
Exams 2 @ 40 = 80 points

Final Examination: 50 points
Class Participation: 10 points

Total points: 200 points
** There may well be more than 10 quizzes, in this case, the top 10 scores will be factored.

Grading Scale

4.0 =
90 – 100%
2.0 =
70 – 76%
3.5 =
87 – 89%
1.5 = 
67 – 69%
3.0 =
80 – 86%
1.0 = 
60 – 66%
2.5 =
77 – 79%
0.0 = 
Below 60%
Paper
There will be one paper assigned, 4-5 pages (approx. 1200 words) in length and in response to questions related to sections of course content.  Specific requirements and information about the papers to follow.  
Please pay careful attention to due dates listed in the syllabus as late papers will incur a 25% penalty for every day that they are late.
YOU MUST BE IN CLASS ON 11/19 FOR THE PAPER SEMINAR!!!
In-class Assignments and Pop Quizzes
Throughout the semester, there will be periodic in-class assignments and pop quizzes to ensure that students are adequately preparing the material. It is likely that more than 10 such assignments will be given. In this case, the student’s top five scores will be counted.

***There are no make-ups for missed quizzes outside of absences for religious holidays. 

Exams
There will be two in-class exams held throughout the semester. These will be mostly short answer and essay based, and will cover material discussed in class. We will always review in class prior to the exam. **No late exams will be administered.
Final Examination

The final examination for this course is scheduled for Wednesday, December 16th from 3-5pm. The exam will be essay/short answer format—more information about the exam to follow.  


Class Participation
Participation is a crucial element in this class.  It includes in-class activities and discussions.  Simply showing up for class does not by itself constitute participation. You are expected to present your informed ideas as well as to listen and show respect for the others in the classroom. Participation is mental attendance in the course.  You will be graded on how much you contribute to the learning environment of the class.  This means that if you do not add anything to the class during the discussions, then you will not receive a good participation grade. Behavior that disrespects or hinders the learning process in the class will be penalized. Repeated tardiness will negatively affect your participation grade.  You cannot fully participate in the class if you frequently miss part of class sessions, and you are disrupting the flow of the class as a whole when you come in late.  Therefore, even if you actively participate in class discussions when you are in class, your participation grade will suffer if you are chronically late.

Attendance
I will not take attendance (except for the paper seminar). However, students missing class will not be allowed to make up in-class assignments that they missed. 
YOU MUST BE IN CLASS ON 11/19 FOR THE PAPER SEMINAR!!!
Academic Integrity

In accordance with MSU’s policies on “Protection of Scholarship and Grades” and “Integrity of Scholarship and Grades,” students are expected to honor principles of truth and honesty in their academic work.  Academic honesty entails, among other things, that students will not plagiarize.  This means (1) students will not submit someone else’s work as their own (e.g. they will not submit another student’s paper etc., nor will they hand in a paper copied from the web or another published source).  Academic honesty also means students (2) will not knowingly permit another student to copy and submit their work as that student’s own and (3) will not use unacknowledged quotations or paraphrases as part of their work.  As provided by university policy, such academic dishonesty or plagiarism may be penalized by a failing grade on the assignment or for the course. Failure in a course as a result of academic dishonesty will also result in written notification to the student’s academic dean of the circumstances.  Additional discussion of cheating or academic dishonesty is available on the Ombudsman’s webpage at 

· https://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/honestylinks.html
Drops and Adds
Students may add this course up until September 9th. The last day to drop with a refund is September 28th. The last day to drop with no grade reported is October 21st.
Note to Students with Disabilities
It is Michigan State University’s policy to not discriminate against qualified students with documented disabilities in its educational programs.  If you have a disability-related need for accommodations in this course, contact your instructor and the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities.  The RCDP is located in 120 Bessey Hall.  For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY).  Instructors should be notified as early in the semester as possible.  The Center for Integrative Studies in Arts and Humanities will coordinate with RCPD to provide necessary accommodations for the final examination.   

Resources for Students

The Writing Center offers students an opportunity to meet with one-on-one with a consultant while they are engaged in the process of writing class papers and other documents. It also offers consulting on digital writing projects and a Grammar Hotline.  The Writing Center is located in 300 Bessey Hall. For information about appointments and satellite locations, see http://writing.msu.edu/.  

The ESL Writing Lab will assist international students with all aspects of their work in IAH 207, including understanding of course readings to be used in writing papers, planning and revising papers, and proofreading, See http://elc.msu.edu/writing_lab.htm for more information and instructions on making appointments.

The Learning Resource Center, located in 202 Bessey Hall, offers academic support seminars and workshops, consults with students about study and learning styles and time management, and provides one-on-one tutoring in such areas as critical reading. For a more detailed description of LRC services and hour, see http://www.msu.edu/user/lrc/. 

Tentative Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignments

	1
	
	
	

	
	Th. 9/3
	Introduction to the course
	

	2
	Tu. 9/8
	What is Philosophy?
	Chapter 1, pg. 1-7
`

	
	Th. 9/10
	Human Knowledge
	Chapter 3, pg. 173-182
Locke


	3
	Tu. 9/15
	Human Knowledge cont’d.
	Chapter 3, pg. 193-203
Hume


	
	Th. 9/17
	Human Knowledge cont’d.
	Chapter 3, pg. 203-211
Kant


	4
	Tu. 9/22
	Human Knowledge cont’d.
	Chapter 3, pg. 211-219
James



	
	Th. 9/24
	Human Knowledge cont’d.
	Chapter 3, pg. 219-235
Jaggar



	5
	Tu. 9/29
	Catch-up and Review 


	

	
	Th. 10/1
	
	EXAM 1



	6
	Tu. 10/6
	Free Will
	Chapter 5, pg. 364-373

Harrison



	
	Th. 10/8
	Free Will cont’d.
	Chapter 5, pg. 373-388

D’Holbach, Campbell



	7
	Tu. 10/13
	Free Will cont’d.
	Chapter 5, pg. 388-394
Stace


	
	Th. 10/15
	Free Will cont’d.
	Chapter 5, pg. 399-409
Lewis, Darrow



	8
	Tu. 10/20
	Right and Wrong
	Chapter 6, pg. 410-417, 420-433

Benedict, Rachels



	
	Th. 10/22
	Right and Wrong cont’d.
	Chapter 6, pg. 433-443
Aristotle




	9
	Tu. 10/27
	Right and Wrong cont’d.
	Chapter 6, pg. 443-453
Kant



	
	Th. 10/29
	Right and Wrong cont’d.
	Chapter 6, pg. 453-461

Mill



	10
	Tu. 11/3
	Catch-up and Review


	

	
	Th. 11/5
	
	EXAM 2



	11
	Tu. 11/10
	Liberty and Government
	Chapter 7, pg. 500-504



	
	Th. 11/12
	Liberty and Government cont’d.
	Chapter 7, pg. 504-517

Plato, King



	12
	Tu. 11/17
	Liberty and Government cont’d.
	Chapter 7, pg. 517-525
Locke



	
	Th. 11/19
	PAPER SEMINAR
	Attendance Mandatory



	13
	Tu. 11/24
	Liberty and Government cont’d.
	Chapter 7, pg. 525-532
Mill



	
	Th. 11/26
	CLASS CANCELLED 


	Thanksgiving


	14
	Tu. 12/1
	Liberty and Government cont’d.
	Chapter 7, pg. 532-543

Marx and Engels



	
	Th. 12/3
	Liberty and Government cont’d.
	Chapter 7, pg. 543-549

Rawls



	15
	Tu. 12/8
	PAPER REVIEW
	Bring draft of paper to class



	
	Th. 12/10
	Catch-up and Review
	PAPER DUE



	
	
	
	

	*FINAL
	Wed. 12/16
	FINAL EXAM 3-5 pm. 
	Regular Classroom
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