Philosophy 357: The Philosophy of Karl Marx

Professor: Mark Balawender                                                            Spring Semester 2011

Meeting Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:40—2:00 pm, 107 Berkey Hall

Contact: balawen1@msu.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am until 11:00 am (or by appointment) at 538 South Kedzie. 

Description:

Marx is a towering giant among intellectuals. He (along with Max Weber) virtually started the modern forms of social science (especially sociology) in the 19th century, and in the 20th century no other single intellectual has been received and responded to more greatly. For most of the second half of the last century, around 4/10ths of the worlds population lived under governments that called themselves (however implausibly) Marxist.  Some intellectuals, like the ethicist Peter Singer, compare his influence to that of religious figures such as Jesus or Muhammad—politically speaking, alliances for or against Marxism have been as fervent as religious conflicts. 


Marx is foremost a critic of the economic system of capitalism. He lived during the early industrial era immediately following the industrial revolution in Germany, France and England. For Marx, analysis of the economy through certain concepts can give insight to almost all aspects of social life. In this course we will review some of Marx’s most important areas of thought, beginning with the idea of criticism as a radical and emancipatory activity. We will read his critiques of human alienation, his wide ranging critique of capitalism, his theory of history, and the notion of ideology. By the end of the course you should be familiar and proficient with some of the vocabulary of Marx. We will also consider Marx’s contemporary relevance by looking at some films through the lens of Marx, and by reading philosophers directly influenced by or responding to Marx. 

Required Texts

· The Marx-Engels Reader, 2nd edition, edited by Robert C. Tucker (New York: Norton, 1978). Please be sure to get the 2nd edition. 
· A Coursepack, available at “The Student Book Store” (SBS), on Grand River Ave. 
· Additional Reading may be posted on Angel. 
Policies and Expectations
· Attendance: I expect you to be at all classes, to pay attention (no internet browsing, facebook, or texting), and to participate in class discussions and group activities. Attendance will be tracked and excessive absence will negatively affect your final grade. 
· I expect you to do all the readings, working through challenging readings by taking notes, underlining and bringing questions about passages to class for discussion. 
· Academic Honesty: All the work you submit must be your own. You a responsible for knowing what constitutes plagiarism. Cheating on exams and plagiarizing assignments will lead to a failure of the assignment, a report to the academic dean, and possible expulsion from the class/university. Do not take this as a warning to stay away from each other, however!  I highly encourage discussion and collaborative studying outside of class.
· Deadlines: extensions for writing assignments will only be granted for extreme circumstances (hospitalization, death in the family, etc). If the assignment schedule for this course conflicts with your other courses please work ahead. Late assignments will be penalized .5 points per day. 
· Accommodation for special needs: The university will always work to make reasonable accommodations for students with documented needs. Students with special needs should contact the Director of Disability Services as well as the professor to ensure that protocol changes are implemented in a timely fashion. Any communications between the student, director and me will remain strictly confidential. 
Assignments/ Evaluations: 
· Attendance and Participation     10 % 
· Pop quizzes                                       10%

· Large Quizzes (3)                            30%

· Midterm Paper Rough Draft         5%

· Midterm Paper                                 15%
· Final Paper Rough Draft                 5%

· Final Paper                                        25%
The Final paper will be on a topic of your choosing and will 8-10 pages in length. I will provide topics for the midterm paper. For both papers, a rough draft will be due in class one week before the final paper is due. 

There will be three large quizzes and a number of pop (surprise) quizzes throughout the semester. 

In this class you will be using and developing your skills in reading comprehension, oral argumentation, expository and argumentative writing, and critical thinking. You will be asked to use some of Marx’s critical concepts to make observations about contemporary society to demonstrate that you have grasped them. 

I reserve the right to make changes to the assignment and reading structure to improve the class if I feel the need. Students will be notified well in advance of these changes, and, if needed, provided with a revised schedule.

A note on the grading: 
4.0 is reserved for excellent work that completely fulfills the requirements of the assignment. These assignments are of high quality: Their reasoning is convincing, they are very well organized and the writing is polished. They should also display an element of creativity or innovation so that they contribute to the overall discourse on the topic. 
3.0 work is good work that fulfills the requirements of the assignment with no significant issues or problems. The reasoning, organization and writing must be reasonably good. 

2.0 work is acceptable work that contains issues or problems, such as inaccuracies, poor reasoning, a lack of organization or many typos. 

1.0 work is unacceptable as college level work due to the severity of the problems. 

0 is reserved for work that is irrelevant to the assignment, unintelligible or not turned in. 

Grade Scale: 


93-100       4.0


87-92          3.5 


80-86          3.0


75-79          2.5


70-74          2.0


60-69          1.0


 <60               0
Course schedule:
1. Introduction

1/11  Introduction



1/13  Marx and Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party,” MER, 473-91, 499-500

2. The Young Marx: Critique, Labor, and Alienation
1/18  Hegel, “Master-Slave Dialectic” (on Angel) 

            Eric Weiner: The Geography of Bliss, Chapter 4 (on Angel)

1/20  Marx, “Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right:               Introduction,” MER, 53-65

1/25  Marx, “On the Jewish Question,” MER, 26-52

1/27  Marx, “Estranged Labor,” MER, 70-81

2/1   Marx, “Private Property and Communism,” MER, 81-93  
2/3   Marx, “The Meaning of Human Requirements,” MER, 93-101

2/8   Erich Fromm, “Marx’s Contribution to the Knowledge of Man” (CP)
        Film: “The Bicycle Thief”

        Quiz 1
        Midterm paper topic distributed


3. Materialism and History

2/10  Marx, “Theses on Feuerbach,” MER, 143-45

            Marx, “The German Ideology,” MER, 146-63

2/15  Marx, “The German Ideology,” MER, 163-86

            Midterm Paper Rough Draft Due
2/17  Marx, “The German Ideology,” MER, 186-200

4. Capital
2/22  Marx, Capital, “Prefaces,” “Commodities,” MER, 294-319         
2/24  Marx, Capital, “The Fetishism of Commodities,” MER, 319-29
3/1   Marx, Capital, “The General Formula for Capital,” MER, 329-43

          Midterm Paper due
3/3   Marx, Capital, “The Production of Absolute Surplus Value,” MER, 344-61
3/8     Spring Break – No class

3/10   Spring Break – No class  
3/15  Marx, Capital, “The Working Day,” MER, 361-64

            Marx, Capital, “The Concept of Relative Surplus Value,” 376-84





            Marx, Capital, “Machinery and Modern Industry,” 403-407

            Marx, Capital, “Absolute and Relative Surplus Value,” 417-22

3/17  Marx, Capital, MER, “The General Law of Capitalist Accumulation,” 422-34, 

            Marx, Capital, MER, “The Historical Tendency of Capitalist Accumulation,”   436-8 

3/22 Film, Modern Times (in class)

           Pamphlet: “Abolish All Restaurants” (on Angel)

           Quiz 2
5. Politics, the State, and Communism
3/24 Marx, “The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte”, MER, 594-617
3/29 Marx, “Critique of the Gotha Program,” 525-41

           Please submit final paper topic proposal
3/31 Antonio Gramsci, Prison Notebooks, excerpts (CP)
4/5   Max Horkheimer, “The Authoritarian State” (CP)                      
4/7   Herbert Marcuse, Essay on Liberation, excerpts (CP)
4/12 Heidi Hartmann, “The Unhappy Marriage of Feminism and Marxism” (CP)
4/14 F. D. Hayek, The Road to Serfdom, excerpts (CP)
4/19 Hayek, The Road to Serfdom, excerpts (CP)

           Final Paper Rough Draft Due
4/21 David Schweickart, After Capitalism, “Economic Democracy: Why we need it” (CP)
4/26  Schweickart, After Capitalism, “Getting from Here to There” (CP)

            Quiz 3
4/28  Last class

5/3    Final paper due 
