Phl 344: Introduction to Bioethics
Summer 2009: Session Two
Tuesdays and Thursdays 6-10 p.m.

Troy Athens HS, Room 250L

Instructor: Mark Balawender


Office: 539 South Kedzie Hall

Office Hours: by appointment, before class begins at Troy Athens
Email: balawen1@msu.edu
Have you ever wondered whether it would be appropriate for a doctor to lie to a patient? Or, when someone may be considered “dead” for the purposes of organ procurement in the interest of transplant? What is a just method of allocating expensive and scarce medical resources among the general population? Does our current system treat citizens fairly? In this course we will be considering questions such as these, as well other ethical issues in healthcare and bioethics. The course begins by introducing some foundational theories in philosophical ethics and then moves on to consider some core issues and cases in the field of bioethics.   
Required Texts: 

Intervention and Reflection: Basic Issues in Medical Ethics by Ronald Munson, 8th ed. (T).
Readings posted to angel or handed out in class (A) (please bring hard or electronic copies of these readings to class with you for use during discussion). 

Ways to read and study: Just a few things will make this class fruitful for you. 

1.) Do the readings in an active manner (by underlining, highlighting, and writing notes and questions in the margins). Don’t rely on my lectures. Also, the readings will require time and, sometimes, multiple readings. Cracking the book half and hour before the class won’t work. Plan on spending a couple hours each day reading and preparing for the class meeting—it can be especially difficult to catch up if you fall behind in an accelerated summer course.
2.) Take good notes in class. 

3.) Come to class with questions and ask questions in class. 

4.) Make yourself useful during the classroom discussion and group discussions: Take notes, raise objections, listen to others, and give others enough time to talk (ie don’t hog the floor). Participation is a must.

Course Policies:

Attendance: given that we will be covering a lot of material each time we meet, and the importance of participation, I expect you to be at all our classes. However, you may miss one class without penalty. Any absences beyond one will result in a 5% penalty to your final grade for each additional day missed.
Please arrive on time and turn off your cell phone during class. No texting, emailing, or facebooking during class.
Please be respectful of your classmates during our discussions. We will be covering some controversial topics and it’s crucial to our learning environment that we remain polite with each other. Reasonable people disagree and much of our class time will be spent debating ethical issues. You main oppose people’s positions or arguments. However it is never okay to attack someone personally nor to insult or degrade their positions. Be charitable to your classmates and humbly help one another understand the various positions and perspectives. Keeping an open mind about other positions will help you in articulating and arguing for your own ideas.
Course Goals:
· To introduce the students to current ethical issues in the field of bioethics
· To promote the skills of critical thinking and writing, as well as cooperative, philosophical argument. 

· To challenge and refine one’s own ethical positions through critical reading, scholarly research and writing, and respectful debate.
Grades: 
15% Discussion leader: When leading a discussion you should come prepared with particular areas/topics for discussion as well as questions to ask other students about the reading. A 2 page paper that lists your questions, outlines the topics of discussion and presents a brief critique of the reading is due at the end of the discussion. A sign up sheet will be passed around the first day of class to sign up for a particular day/reading. 
30% 3 Quizzes: These quizzes will consist of true/false, multiple choice, and short answer questions covering material since the last quiz. The questions will mainly cover the concepts and cases we’ve discussed in class. I’ll try to hold a small review the class prior to the quiz. 
10% Reflections Papers: 6 very short (one page, one inch margins, double-spaced, no more than 350 words) papers will be due in class once a week (either Tues or Thurs) beginning the week of July 14th.  In these papers students will respond to two different questions:

(1)
What, to your mind, is the most interesting or important unanswered question
 raised in or by the class meeting prior to the one on which the paper is due--and why?

(2)
What, to your mind, is the most interesting or important point raised in or by the reading assigned for the class meeting on which the paper is due--and why?

These papers are due at the beginning of class. While each paper will be given credit for completion, only half will be given a letter grade. To do well on these papers, it is important that you answer the question being asked, paying special attention to the italicized expressions.

20 % Bioethics Article Review: I will assign you an article on a particular issue and then ask you to dissect it, identifying key claims and providing a critical, philosophical review of it. This will not be a summary of the article. You should begin by presenting the author’s central argument and then proceed to critique it. You will need to use at least one other primary resource in your critique (readings from the course are fine). 5 pages 
25 % Argumentative Paper: This is the traditional philosophical paper in which you make a claim in response to a bioethical issue, and then support that claim through an organized argument. Your claim will answer a specific research question that I will assign later in the semester (though if you have a different, particular question you’d like to respond to, just run the topic by me for approval). You may use the course readings as sources, but additionally you’ll need at least two outside primary sources. A rough draft must be completed a week before the final paper is due for peer review. Failure to complete a rough draft on time will reduce the final paper grade by 25%. Tip: if at any time you find yourself really interested in a specific issue, you should (1) write down the particular questions that are being debated, and (2) check out any outside resources that are being cited by the authors we are reading on that topic. This will give you a head start on this paper as well as more control over the topic. 6 pages 
Being able to write clearly is an important skill to develop. One of the goals of the course is to develop your critical thinking and writing skills. To help you with this I am available to meet before class starts to discuss your writing, talk about arguments and objections, go over rough drafts, etc. Please email me to let me know if you want to meet early so I can plan enough time for everyone. 

All writing assignments should be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font, double spaced, and have 1” margins. Please put your name on the first page—a cover page is not necessary. Late papers will be accepted only in very unusual circumstances and only if cleared with the instructor in advance. Late papers not arranged in advance will receive a 10 percent penalty per day late: 0-24 hours late= -10%, 24-48 hours late=-20%, etc…
Sources: you can cite sources in any style you like (see the Chicago manual of style’s quick reference page if you need help— http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html ) as long as they’re accurately and clearly cited—including websites. Primary sources include peer review journals like The New England Journal of Medicine, while secondary resources like Time, Newsweek, or The New York Times report on material that has already appeared in primary sources. Wikipedia, The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, and the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (all online and free) can also be useful sites, though you should use judgment about what Wikipedia says on controversial issues. It’s not appropriate to cite Wikipedia in academic papers since the author is unknown, and technically you could have written the entry yourself. The citations lists at the end of Wikipedia entries can be useful for finding primary resources. 
A few tips for your papers: (1) start as early as you can on them, (2) read your draft aloud to yourself checking for clarity, (3) revise, revise,  and (4) have a friend read the final draft to aid you in proofreading--it’s difficult to proofread one’s own writing. 
Scale for the final course grade is as follows: 

4.0: 100 - 93

3.5: 91- 87

3.0: 86 - 82

2.5: 81 - 78

2.0: 77-73

1.5: 72 -67

1.0:  66- 60

Policies on Academic Freedom and Integrity
Don’t plagiarize. You are expected to do your own work on all assignments. Any written material that is turned must have proper referencing of resources. If you have any questions about what counts as plagiarism, it’s your responsibility to ask. If you find yourself in a position where you feel the standards of academic integrity might be violated, please contact me immediately so we can work out a way to solve the problem. See this website for the university’s official policies on plagiarism: www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/plagiarism.html  
Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations. For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY), or visit: http://www.rcpd.msu.edu/Home/
Note: This is a syllabus in progress. I reserve the right to make changes to the readings and schedule during the semester. I will of course notify you of any changes well in advance. 
Schedule:

July 7—Intro to Ethics and Bioethics, Ice breakers and name games, and The Promise, The Trolley Dilemma
July 9—Plato’s Euthyphro, Kantianism and Utilitarianism—
· Mill’s Utilitarianism, excerpts (A)

· Kant’s Categorical Imperative, from The Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (A)
· Plato’s Euthyphro, up to p 11, paragraph 11b (A)
· O’Neil, A Simplified Account of Kant’s Ethics (A)
· For addition help on this material see the Ethical Theories Section of the Text: Mill and Kant pp. 741-755, 769-781

July 14— Decision Making, Reflection Papers start
· pp. 102-116, 125-143

July 16—A Demand to Die, Euthanasia and Physician Assisted Suicide, Quiz 1
· pp. 676-699, 715-732
July 21—Organ Transplant Ethics, Article Review Paper due
· pp. 455-492
July 23—Disability
· Ron Amundson: Disability, Handicap and the Environment (A)
· Michael Oliver: The Individual and Social Models of Disability (A)

· Asch and Parens: Disability Rights Critiques of Prenatal Genetic Testing (A) 
· Andre, Fleck, and Tomlinson: On Being Genetically Irresponsible (A) 
July 28—Genetics, Quiz 2
· pp. 296-309, 352-362

· Film: Gattaca (watch in class)
July 30—no class
August 4— Abortion 
· pp. 547-572, 576-586
August 6—Abortion Cont, Argumentative Paper abstract due
· pp.586-598, 602-611

August 11—Healthcare Justice, Quiz 3
· 759-763, 509-540

August 13—Race, Gender, and Medicine, Rough Draft of Argumentative Paper due
· 212-227, 233-258

August 18—Animal Ethics: 
· Pp. 79-92
· Kant: Our Duties to Animals (A)
· Singer: All Animals are Equal (A)
· Regan: The Case for Animal Rights (A)
· Rachels: Vegetarianism and “The Other Weight Problem” (A)
August 20—Argumentative Paper Due
� By "unanswered question," I mean an interesting and important difficult question--one to which there is, as far as you can tell, no easy or obvious answer. It’s a question you’d like to have the answer to, but you don’t know what it is. If, after stating the question, you can provide a simple, snappy answer to it, the question is not a good one. It is not difficult or unanswered. After stating the question, you need to explain why it is interesting, difficult, and important.











