Phl 200: Introduction to Philosophy

Fall 2008

Tues/Thurs 12:40-2:00 p.m.

A158 Plant and Soil Sciences Building
Instructor: Mark Balawender


Office: 539 South Kedzie Hall

Office Hours: Wednesdays 9am-Noon; and by appointment

Email: balawen1@msu.edu
Text: First Philosophy, ed. By Andrew Bailey, Broadview Press, 2002

Have you ever wondered whether God exists, what makes something the right thing to do, or whether our society is fair and just? Well, so have many others for thousands of years. One of the oldest (if the not oldest) of the academic disciplines Philosophy is a discipline that asks (and attempts to answer) difficult questions that are not answered by other academic disciplines. Some of these questions have been around for the entire history of Western Philosophy and remain relevant today. Other questions have separated from philosophy and formed the basis of other disciplines (like those about physical world or the human body and mind). Many of our modern academic disciplines, such as the hard sciences, psychology, linguistics, political science, etc, were once philosophy. Philosophy has been called the “Queen of the sciences” since so many of the early scientists were also philosophers. 

Philosophers work by applying rational thought to questions that have arisen in the field, usually in writing, and by responding to others attempts to answer the question. Argument debate and dialogue are central to the practice of philosophy. 

This course will introduce you to some of the oldest, long lasting, and hopefully most interesting questions of philosophy as well as contemporary developments in the field. We will read various attempts to answer the big questions, and responses to those attempts. Doing this will (1) introduce us to those questions, (2) see various methods philosophical argumentation, and (3) allow us to critically access those answers and form our own opinions on the questions. 

Ways to read and study: Just a few things will make this class fruitful for you. 

1.) Do the readings in an active manner (by underlining, highlighting, and writing notes and questions in the margins). Don’t rely on my lectures. Also, the reading appear short but they require time and multiple readings. Cracking the book half and hour before the class won’t work. 

2.) Take good notes in class. 

3.) Come to class with questions and ask questions in class. 

4.) Make yourself useful during the classroom discussion and group discussions: Take notes, raise objections, listen to others, and give others enough time to talk (ie don’t hog the floor). 

Course Goals:
1.) To introduce some of the big questions of philosophy and some attempts at answering them. 

2.) To help develop critical reading skills

3.) To improve the ability to critically debate (in a cooperative manner) issues in philosophy.  

Grades: 

10% participation


20% reading quizzes


25% midterm exam


25% final exam 


20% Two short response papers 

Informed and consistent participation in small groups and full class discussion is expected. Exceptional participation may be taken into account for grades in borderline cases. Participation means attending and as well as mental participation through comments. Coming in late, missing classes, or being disruptive to the lectures or discussion will have a negative effect on this grade. Reading quizzes will be given about every other week in order to help me judge your grasp of the readings. Details about the exams and papers will be handed out at least a week before the exam is given or the paper is due. Papers will be about 1000-1500 words. Makeups will not be offered except in cases of Acts of God, and with official documentation of the act. 

Philosophy tutoring is offered, free of charge, by the department on Mondays and Wednesdays from 5 to 7 pm in 523 South Kedzie Hall. 


Scale for the final course grade is as follows: 

4.0: 100 - 93

3.5: 91- 87

3.0: 86 - 82

2.5: 81 - 78

2.0: 77-73

1.5: 72 -67

1.0:  66- 60

Policies on Academic Freedom and Integrity
Article 2.3.3 of the Academic Freedom Report states that "the student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards." In addition, the Department of Philosophy adheres to the policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades, and in the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades, which are included in Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide. Students who commit an act of academic dishonesty may receive a 0.0 on the assignment or in the course.

Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations. For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY), or visit: http://www.rcpd.msu.edu/Home/
Philosophy of Religion and the existence of God
Week 1 

8/26 Intro 

8/28 Anselm and Guanillo pp. 17-28 

Week 2

9/2 Cosmological Argument, Aquinas pp. 36-47

9/4 The problem of evil, Mackie p. 104-114

Week 3

9/9 Leibniz’s response to the problem of evil, pp. 90- 106

Epistemology
9/11 Descartes’ Rationalism, Meditations 1 & 2  pp. 135-154

Response paper 1 due

Week 4

9/16 Meditations 3&4 pp. 154 -165

9/18 Locke’s empiricism pp. 177-195

Week 5

9/23 Kant’s synthesis pp. 222-240

9/25 catch up day

Free Will

Week 6

9/30 Ree pp. 489- 507

10/2 Wolf pp. 563-573

Philosophy of Science
Week 7

10/7 Popper

10/9 creationism in education debate

Week 8

10/14 Exam 1
Ethics
10/16 Plato pp. 595-612

Week 9

10/21 Deontology, Kant pp. 634-649

10/23 Kant pp.658- 666

Week 10

10/28 Utilitarianism, Mill pp. 667- 686

10/30 Bioethics reading TBA

Social and Political thought

Week 11

11/4 Aristotle pp. 735 -748

11/6 Hobbes pp. 749 -762, 771-774

Response Paper 2 Due

Week 12

11/11 Mill pp. 779-812

11/13 Mill pp. 812-824

Week 13

11/18 Marx pp. 825 - 846

11/20 Anarchism: http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/anarchist_archives/kropotkin/britanniaanarchy.html
Feminism--Emma Goldman on Marriage: http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/Anarchist_Archives/goldman/aando/marriageandlove.html
Week 14

11/25 Simon De Beauvoir 889- 899 

11/27 No Class-Thanksgiving

Week 15

12/2 Midgely 882- 888

12/4 Exam 2
