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Philosophy 200-002




Dr. Emily Katz

Introduction to Philosophy
    

        
Contact: ekatz@msu.edu

Fall 2010
Office Hours: Mon. 1:30-2:30pm,

Bessey Hall 304
Weds 4:30-5:30 (or by appointment) at S. Kedzie 520 (5th floor)

General Description

Philosophy is a discipline for discussing basic questions about ourselves and our world. The major purpose of this course is to introduce you to the unique character of philosophical thinking, so that you can experience it for yourself. With this in mind, we will look at several important primary texts in philosophy, which raise some of the most significant questions. We will approach these texts through close reading, lecture, discussion, and debate. We will also explore the themes discussed in these texts through fiction. This course is designed to help you to read carefully, to argue logically, to understand and evaluate the philosophical positions of others, and to defend your own positions in speaking and writing. 

Required Texts

• Reason and Responsibility: Readings in Some Basic Problems of Philosophy. Joel Feinberg & Russ Shafer-Landau, Eds. 14th Edition.

• Other required readings are on the course ANGEL page. (To access this page: Go to angel.msu.edu. In the “Log On” box, select “MSU NetID Account”, then click “Proceed”.  On the next screen, enter your username and password, then click “log in”. Our course is PHL 200-002. Click on the “Lessons” tab to access required readings.

Assignments

• Logic Assignments (2)

Each logic assignment is worth 2% of your final grade. These assignments are Pass/Fail. If you pass the assignment, you receive 2%; if you fail, you do not.

 • Discussion Question (1)

For every class, 3 students will prepare one discussion question each, which they will read in class. These must be typed and turned in to the instructor. The questions can be anywhere from one sentence to one paragraph long, and can be points for clarification, objections to something in the text, connections with other readings, etc. This assignment is worth 2%, and is Pass/Fail.

• Graded Reading Quizzes (4)

Throughout the semester, there will be 4 unannounced short quizzes on the assigned reading. These quizzes are designed to ensure that you have done the reading, and that you have done it carefully. Their purpose is to motivate you to keep up with the reading—it is extremely important that you come to each class prepared. The quizzes are fill-in-the blank (you must correctly answer 1 out of the 2 questions), and they are Pass/Fail. If you have taken reading notes, you may have them in front of you to consult during the quiz (but you may not have the original text in front of you). If you are absent on the day of the quiz, or are late and miss the quiz (which is always given at the beginning of class), you fail the quiz. No make-ups are offered. The lowest quiz score will be dropped at the end of the semester. Each quiz is worth 2%.
• Ungraded Reading Quizzes (4)

Throughout the semester, there will be 4 unannounced ungraded reading quizzes. I will ask you a question that will be on the review sheets. (Note that all final exam questions are taken directly from the review sheets.) I will then collect your answers and return them to you at the start of the final exam, for you to consult as needed during the exam. This means that if you keep up with the readings and attend class regularly, you will have up to 4 “cheat sheets” available to you during the final exam. It is to your advantage to have done the reading on these quiz days, since otherwise your “cheat sheets” will be more or less useless to you.

• In-class Debate (1) 
There will be 8 class debates (2 for each unit, starting with Unit 2). You will each participate in 1 debate. You will work in teams of three each debate, and there will be two teams for each debate. One team will prepare arguments for the debate resolution, and one team will prepare arguments against it. You must turn in a printed paper copy of your argument points at the beginning of class on the day of your debates. More details will be provided in the Debate Guidelines handout. The debate is worth 20%.

• Judging 

On debate days, all students who are not debaters will be judges. You will receive 1 participation point for each time you judge, up to 6 times. After one missed debate, each subsequent time you miss a debate, you will lose one of these points. 

• Writing Assignments (2)

For the first writing assignment, you must identify and analyze an argument from any one of the readings from Unit 2. For the second writing assignment, you will identify and analyze an argument from any one of the readings from Units 3-4.

Writing Assignment 1 is due Monday October 18 at 3:00pm.
Writing Assignment 2 is due Monday November 22 at 3:00pm.
You must submit both an electronic copy and a paper copy before the due date and time for each of these assignments. The electronic copy must be emailed to the professor, with the paper both attached (in a .doc file format) and cut-and-pasted into the body of the email.

• Final Exam 
The final exam is cumulative, with a slightly heavier emphasis on Unit 5. It has a multiple choice section, a fill-in-the-blank section, a short answer section, and 1 essay question.

• Syllabus Quiz

This is the only extra credit assignment that will be offered for this class. If you complete and submit the quiz by 3:00pm Monday September 20, you will earn a 2% bonus. This assignment is optional—there is no penalty for not submitting it. 
Grading

• Participation: 
Discussion Question: 2%, P/F 

Reading Quizzes: 6% (2% each, P/F)

Judging: 6% (1% each, P/F)

Class Contribution: 7% 

Total: 21%
• Logic Assignments: 4% (2% each, P/F) 

• Writing Assignment 1: 15%
• Writing Assignment 2: 15%
• Debate: 20%

• Final Exam: 25%
TOTAL 100%
Grading Scale

93-100
= 4.0  
Superior 

90-92 = 4.0
Excellent

85-89 = 3.5
Very Good/Good 

80-84 = 3.0
Good/Better than average

75-79 = 2.5
Average/Satisfactory 

70-74 = 2.0
Satisfactory/slightly less than satisfactory 

65-69 = 1.5
Less than Satisfactory/barely satisfactory
60-64 = 1.0
Meets Absolute Minimum Requirements

0-59   = 0.0
Fails to Fulfill Requirements 

Some Important Class Rules

• Preparation for Class
You are expected to come to each class prepared to discuss the readings. These readings are relatively short in length (usually 10 pages or less), but they are dense. You will need to read them more than once and take careful reading notes (perhaps even drawing diagrams and tables) in order to understand them well enough to discuss them. Plan your time accordingly. Note that at the undergraduate level, students should expect to spend at least 3 hours studying outside of class for every hour in class. Since this is a 3 credit-hour course, this means that you should spend 9 hours per week preparing for this class, or 4.5 hours per class session.
•Appropriate Behavior:

Please be respectful of your classmates and your instructor. Examples of disrespectful behavior include, but are not limited to: 

-persistently speaking without being recognized or interrupting other speakers

-engaging in side conversations while the instructor or another student is speaking

-surfing the internet, checking email, instant messaging, or texting during lecture

-sleeping in class

-working on assignments for other classes during lecture

-walking out of the room in the middle of a lecture without notifying the teacher before class

-in general, any behavior that distracts other students around you and/or disrupts the class 

If you engage in any of these inappropriate behaviors, I will give you one private warning. The second time, I will hand you an official note asking you to leave class immediately. Please note that polite expression of disagreement during times when discussion is permitted is not considered disruptive behavior.
•Punctuality:

Please be on time for class. When reading quizzes are given, they will take place at the start of class; if you are late, you may not have time to take the quiz. If you must leave early, notify me before class starts and sit by the door. If you are habitually late, I will give you a private warning. If you continue to be late after the warning, I will no longer admit you to class after 3:00.

•Cell Phones:

If you have a cell phone or other communication device with you, it must be turned off before you enter the classroom.

•Attendance: 
I do not subtract points for simple failure to attend class, for 2 reasons: (1) You are an adult, so it is your choice whether you attend class or not, and (2) It would be unfair for me to judge whether one student or another has a valid excuse for missing class. This being said, you are expected to attend every class session. In-class participation is worth 21% of your final grade. Because I understand that things do come up, I drop your lowest quiz score, and I do not penalize you for missing just 1 judging session. But there are no make-ups for missed quizzes or judging sessions, and only 1 extra-credit opportunity (see “Syllabus Quiz” above).
Missed Class:

You are responsible for keeping up with the readings and other assignments at all times, even if you must miss class. If you miss a lecture, you should get notes from a classmate. You should also check our course webpage (on ANGEL) for slides and handouts. After you have reviewed your classmate’s notes and the ANGEL material, I will be happy to meet with you during office hours to answer your questions about the lecture. 
•Missed Reading Quiz:

As noted above, you are expected to attend all classes. However, I understand that you may occasionally be unable to attend. For this reason, I only count 3 out of the 4 reading quizzes given during the semester. There will be no make-ups for reading quizzes.

•Final Examination Policy:

The University’s official policy is: “No student should be required to take more than two examinations during any one day of the final examination period. Students who have more than two examinations scheduled during a particular day during the final examination period may take their class schedules to the Academic Students Affairs Office in their colleges for assistance in arranging for an alternate time for one of the three examinations.”  

•Late Assignments: 
Both the electronic and the paper copy of your assignments must be submitted by 3:00pm on the respective due dates. If you submit your work at any time after 3:00pm on the due date, you will receive only half marks. (For example, an 80% paper will receive a 40% grade.) Please plan accordingly.

•Office Hours: 

I am always happy to meet with you about your questions and concerns. My office hours are for your benefit—please take advantage of them. If you have a class or work conflict with my office hours, I will be happy to meet with you at another time provided you make your request at least 2 work days in advance. I will notify the class ahead of time if I will be unable to make it to office hours on a particular day.
•Email Contact
It is your responsibility as a student at MSU to make sure that your email account is working properly, so that you receive class emails and so that the emails you send your instructor are received. I check class email from 9am-6pm M-F, and 9am-6pm Sunday. I do not check email on Saturdays. 

•Religious Obligations:

If your religious obligations conflict with a scheduled assignment, and you let me know at least two weeks ahead of time, I will make alternative arrangements for you. Please provide a note specifying your religious affiliation, the obligation in question, and corresponding activities.

•Students with Disabilities: 
Michigan State University is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and activities. Requests for accommodations by persons with disabilities may be made by contacting the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities at 517-884-RCPD or on the web at rcpd.msu.edu. Once your eligibility for an accommodation has been determined, you will be issued a verified individual services accommodation (“VISA”) form. Please present this form to me at the start of the term and/or two weeks prior to the accommodation date (test, project, etc). Requests received after this date will be honored whenever possible.

•Academic Integrity: 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class. This includes all forms of plagiarism, cheating in class, and knowingly assisting others in either of these. When you cheat, you are lying to your professor and the university, and stealing from other students who have earned their grades. I will follow the university’s Academic Integrity Policy in all such matters. Specifically, if you are found to be guilty of academic dishonesty, you will receive a penalty grade (0 on the assignment), I will submit a report to the dean of your program (which will stay in your electronic folder), and you will be required to attend a course on academic integrity. You will also face the possibility of further disciplinary action (such as suspension from the class, your program, or he university). More information about MSU’s academic integrity policy may be found at <https://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/honestylinks.html> In order to avoid any unfortunate misunderstandings, it is your responsibility always to include in your written work and oral presentations proper references to any and all secondary sources that you have cited or consulted, including web pages. If in doubt, consult with me before submitting your work.

Tentative Schedule (subject to change)

Note: At the undergraduate level, students should expect to spend at least 3 hours studying outside of class for every credit hour. Since this is a three credit class, this means that you should spend at least 9 hours per week preparing for this class.

Unit 1. Introduction and Methodology
SEPTEMBER

Week 1

Weds 1 
• Today’s Topics: Explanation of syllabus. Why take a philosophy class? How to read philosophy.

• Assignment for next Weds: Read “Rules for Composing Arguments”  and “Arguments 1” (posted on course website)

Week 2

(Mon September 6: Labor Day, No Classes)

Weds 8 
• Today’s Topics: Defining Philosophy. Rules for Composing Arguments. What is an Argument?

• Assignment for Mon: Review “Arguments 1” and read “Arguments 2—Testing Inductive” (posted on course website) 

Week 3

Mon 13 
• Today’s Topics: Inductive Arguments. Evaluating Inductive Arguments. 

• Assignment for Weds: Read “Arguments 3—Deductive” (posted on course website) and complete Logic Assignment 1 (**Bring 2 copies to class on Wednesday**)
Weds 15 
• DUE TODAY: Logic Assignment 1

• Today’s Topics: Inductive Arguments Review. Deductive Arguments.

• Assignment for Mon: Read “Arguments 4—Testing Deductive” (posted on course website)

*NOTE: Debate Dates & Topics posted on course website today.
Week 4

Mon 20 
• Today’s Topic: Evaluating Deductive Arguments. 

• Assignment for Weds: Read Robert Heinlein’s “They” (posted on course website) and complete Logic Assignment 2 (**Bring 2 copies to class on Wednesday**)
• Last day to submit Syllabus Quiz. Quizzes are accepted no later than 3:00pm today. Electronic submissions not accepted for this assignment—you must turn in a paper copy.

Unit 2. Knowledge, Appearance, and Reality

Weds 22 
• DUE TODAY: Logic Assignment 2
• Today’s Topics: Deductive Arguments Review.  Heinlein’s “They”.

• Assignment for Mon: Read John Locke, “The Causal Theory of Perception”, pp. 215-222 (8 pages) and Read John Pollock, “A Brain in a Vat” (153-155, 2 pages)

*NOTE: 5:00pm today is the deadline for submitting your top 3 choices for debate dates.

2.1. Skepticism

Week 5

Mon 27 
• Today’s Topics: How perception works. Primary and secondary qualities. Skepticism about the external world.   

• Assignment for Weds: Read George Berkeley, “Of the Principles of Human Knowledge”, pp.  223-230 (8 pages) and G.E. Moore, “Proof of an External World”, pp. 234-237 (3 pages)

Weds 29 
• Today’s Topics: Realism vs. Idealism. Can we prove the external world exists? 

• Assignment for Mon: Read Roderick M. Chisholm, “The Problem of the Criterion”, pp. 160-166 (6 pages) and Karl Popper, “Science: Conjectures and Refutations”, 282-286 (4 pages)

OCTOBER

2.2. Scientific Knowledge and Truth

Week 6

Mon 4

• Today’s Topics: A criterion for knowledge. Science vs. pseudo-science. 

Falsificationism.

• Assignment for Weds: Read Philip Kitcher, “Believing Where We Cannot Prove”, 286-295 (9.5 pages) 

Weds 6 
• Today’s Topics: What makes a theory scientific? The demarcation problem. Creationism vs. evolution. 

• Assignment for Mon: Read first half of Isaac Asimov’s The Bicentennial Man (this is a longer story, so you should start now). Prepare for debate & discussion (review your reading notes & lecture notes).

2.3 Unit 2 Debates
Week 7

Mon 11
DEBATE #1

• Assignment for Weds: Finish reading Isaac Asimov’s The Bicentennial Man. Prepare for debate & discussion (review your reading notes and lecture notes).

Weds 13
DEBATE #2

• Assignment for Mon: Read John R. Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs”, pp. 344-350 (6.5 pages). Review Bicentennial Man.

Unit 3. Mind and the Self

3.1. Do Robots have Minds? Do Computers Understand?

Week 8

Mon 18 
• DUE TODAY: Writing Assignment 1

• Today’s Topics: Bicentennial Man. Can computers understand?

• Assignment for Weds: Read William G. Lycan, “Robots and Minds”, pp. 350-356 (5.5 pages) and Derek Parfit, “Divided Minds and the Nature of Persons”, pp. 381-386 (5 pages). 
3.2. Personal Identity

Weds 20 
• Today’s Topics: Could a robot have a mind? The nature of the self. 
• Assignment for Mon: Read John Perry, “A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality”, from p. 402 (start at “Second Night”) to p. 414 (12.5 pages) AND listen to “Alzheimer’s and Identity”, Parts 1-3 (audio, posted on course website).
Week 9

Mon 25 
• Today’s Topic: Can the self survive the death of the body? Alzheimer’s and identity.
• Assignment for Weds: Prepare for debate & discussion (review your reading notes and lecture notes).

3.3 Unit 3 Debates
Weds 27
DEBATE #3

• Assignment for Mon: Read “Rebellion”, by Fyodor Dostoevsky (in textbook, pp. 86-92). Prepare for debate & discussion (review your reading notes and lecture notes).

NOVEMBER

Week 10

Mon 1 
DEBATE #4

• Assignment for Weds: Read William Paley, “The Argument from Design”, pp. 46-51 (5 pages) and David Hume, “Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”, Part V (pp. 63-65) and pp. 68 (2nd column, starting at “Our friend”)-69 (stop at “But what is this vegetation…”) (3.5 pages). Review your reading notes on Dostoevsky’s “Rebellion”.
Unit 4. God’s Existence and Theological Problems

4.1. Should We Believe in God?

Weds 3
• Today’s Topics: “Rebellion”. The Argument from Design. Objections to the Argument from Design.

• Assignment for Mon: Read Blaise Pascal, “The Wager”, pp. 135-138 (3 pages) and Richard Swinburne, “Why God Allows Evil”, pp. 105-113 (7.5 pages)

4.2. The Problem of Evil

Week 11

Mon 8 
• Today’s Topics: To believe or not to believe—what’s at stake? Why would a good God allow evil?

• Assignment for Weds: Read J.L. Mackie, “Evil and Omnipotence”, pp. 92-99 (7.5 pages)

Weds 10
• Today’s Topics: Is evil incompatible with a good and all-powerful God? 

• Assignment for Mon: Prepare for debate & discussion (review your reading notes and lecture notes).

4.3. Unit 4 Debates
Week 12

Mon 15
DEBATE #5

• Assignment for Weds: Prepare for debate & discussion (review your reading notes and lecture notes).

Weds 17
DEBATE #6

• Assignment for Mon: Read “Please Don't Tell Me How the Story Ends”, by Thomas Davis (on course website)

Unit 5. Free Will and Determinism

5.1. Are we Free? 

Week 13

Mon 22
• DUE TODAY: Writing Assignment 2

• Today’s Topics: Davis’ short story. Freedom of the will. Determinism.

• Assignment for Weds: Read Robert Kane, “Free Will: Ancient Dispute, New Themes”, pp. 438-450 (13 pages)

Weds 24
• Today’s Topics: Libertarianism (this is different from the political theory). 

• Assignment for Mon: Read A.J. Ayer, “Freedom and Necessity”, pp. 475-480 (5 pages) and Harry Frankfurt, “Alternate Possibilities and Moral Responsibility”, pp. 481-484 (stop at IV) (3 pages) 

(Thursday 25 & Friday 26: Fall Break)

5.2. Implications for Moral Responsibility

Week 14

Mon 29
• Today’s Topics: Compatibilism. The principle of alternate possibilities. Coercion and moral responsibility.  

• Assignment for Weds: Finish Frankfurt, pp. 484-487 (3.5 pages) and read Thomas Nagel, “Moral Luck”, pp. 487-494 (6.5 pages)

DECEMBER

Weds 1
• Today’s Topics: Is moral responsibility compatible with determinism? Does luck play a part in morality?


GUEST LECTURER: TAMRA FREI 
• Assignment for Mon: Prepare for debate & discussion (review your reading notes and lecture notes). If you have not worked on the review sheet yet, now would be a good time to start.

5.3. Unit 5 Debates
Week 15

Mon 6

DEBATE #7

• Assignment for Weds: Prepare for debate & discussion (review your reading notes and lecture notes). Work on review sheet.

Weds 8

DEBATE #8

*
*
*
*
*

Review and Final Exam

Mon 13
Final Exam Review Session (attendance is optional), 8:00pm-9:00pm in our regular classroom (Bessey 304). Bring your review sheet and questions.

Weds 15
FINAL EXAM 3:00pm-5:00pm (in our regular classroom, Bessey 304)

