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Rethinking War and Peace:


Introduction to Peace and Justice Studies

Warfare seems to be a permanent part of human society, yet different societies have understood and undertaken war in very different ways.  Beside reflecting on the reasons for these differences, today we need to ask the question whether we can imagine putting an end to warfare altogether.  With the massive weaponry now available, this has become a question of life and death for human society.  The aim of this course is to explore ways of thinking about the nature and causes of war and to consider other approaches to conflict and to the conditions that lead to war.  Our guiding questions will be, to what extent are conflicts over real or perceived injustice the cause of war and to what extent is eliminating war a matter of pursuing justice and democracy?

We will discuss war in general terms, but will also refer frequently to two contemporary conflicts, the war in Iraq and the war against terrorism.  These raise controversial issues and the way we respond to them is influenced by our political commitments.  The aim of this course is not to pretend we will reach a single answer to questions of war and peace, but to clarify what the questions are and to consider different responses to them.  Following the integrative studies approach, we will be drawing from different kinds of knowledge and cultural activity as we discuss these issues.  We will be reflecting on the different kinds of thinking that philosophy, history, literature, social science, journalism, film and TV put at our disposal.  Beside examining the views of important thinkers and politicians, students will be asked to present and argue for their own ideas.  We will be following ongoing developments on these issues during the course, so students will be expected to follow reports in newspapers and radio or TV.  

Required Texts:

Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse-Five
David Barash, ed., Approaches to Peace (B)

Howard Zinn, The Twentieth Century

Sifry and Cerf, eds., The Iraq War Reader (R)
Eqbal Ahmed, Their Terrorists and Ours

Medea Benjamin and Jodie Evans, eds., Stop the Next War Now (S)
 Other materials available through the Angel course site (A) and (A p) (poems)

Course schedule:  
Aug. 29
Course Introduction


Course Overview
Aug. 31
Is war a result of human nature?  

Readings:  Sigmund Freud, (Why War?(, Konrad Lorenz, (On Aggression ( (B);

Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse-Five, pp. 1-51

Sept. 5: 
holiday ( Labor Day 

Sept. 7

War and institutions

Readings:  Michael Howard, (The Causes of War,( Margaret Mead, (Warfare is Only an Invention ( Not a Biological Necessity( (B);  

Simonides,(Go Tell the Spartans( (A p);

Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse-Five, pp. 52-135 

Sept. 12
Readings:  Anthony Swoford, from Jarhead: A Marine(s Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles (A); 

Howard Zinn, ch. 5, (A People(s War?(
Horace, (Dulce et Decorum Est Pro Patria Mori( (A p) 

Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse-Five, pp. 136-214



Sept. 14
Ambiguities of war: functions, uncertainties, dangers.

Readings:  William Graham Sumner, (War and Other Essays(;   William James, (The Moral Equivalent of War( (B); 

George W. Bush, (The Axis of Evil(;  Michael Klare, (Deciphering the Bush Administration(s Motives,( pp. 392-402 (R);  

Anonymous Arabic poet (7th century), (The Evils of War( (A p)


The Battle for Public Opinion: War and Media
Sept. 19
Readings:  Johann Galtung, (Cultural Violence(
Chomsky, from (Manufacturing Consent(
from (The Persuaders( (video)    

Sept. 21
Readings:  Zinn, ch. 7 (Vietnam: The Impossible Victory(;

 (Persuaders,( (video) chs. 3-4; from (Hearts and Minds( (video);  

Toby Keith, (Courtesy of the Red, White, and Blue (The Angry American)(, (Lyrics and mp3) (A)

Wilfred Owen, (Dulce Et Decorum Est( (A p)

Sept. 26
Readings: Nicholas Lehman, (The Word Lab(; Susan, Sontag, (Real Battles and Empty Metaphors( (A);       

Hertzberg, (Against the War Metaphor,( pp. 219-21 (R);

(The Persuaders,( chs. 5-6;  

Sept. 28
Readings:  Chris Hedges, from War is a Force that Gives Us Meaning, ch. 6, (The Cause( (A); 

Irving Janis, Victims of Groupthink( (B); 

Patrick J. Soyan, (What Bodies?(  (R); John R. MacArthur, (Remember Nayirah, Witness for Kuwait?( (R)        

Shmuel Ha-Nagid, (First War( (A p)

War and Society:  Intellectual Assumptions
Oct. 3

Readings:  Thomas Hobbes, from Leviathan (A);  

Judith Miller and Laurie Mylroie, (the Rise of Saddam Hussein,( p. 18-29 (R)         

Oct. 5

Readings:  Hobbes, from Leviathan; Amartya Sen, (Civilizational Imprisonments( (A);     Richard Lovelace, (To Lucasta, Going to the Wars( (A p)

Oct. 10

Readings:  Jean-Jacques Rousseau, from (On the Origins of the Inequality of Mankind( (A)

from Three Kings (video);   Thomas Hardy, (The Man He Killed( (A p)

Oct. 12

Readings:  Rousseau,  from (On the Origins of the Inequality of Mankind( (A)

Zinn, ch. 1, (The Empire and the People(
Oct. 17

Readings:  Immanuel Kant, (Perpetual Peace(;  O(Brien, (The Conduct of Just and Limited War( (B); 

(Just War Theory,( from The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (A)


Debating War in Iraq and the Question of Empire and Imperialism
Oct. 19

Readings:  George W. Bush, (Remarks at West Point: (New Threats Require New Thinking,(( pp. 268-72; John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, (An Unnecessary War(; Richard Falk, (The New Bush Doctrine(;  Nicholas Lemann, (The War on What?  The White House and the Debate about Whom to Fight Next(; John McCain, (Iraq(s Disarmament is Impossible Without Regime Change,( Al Gore, (Against a Doctrine fo Pre-emptive War( (R) 

Oct. 24

Readings:  George W. Bush, (A Grave and Gathering Danger(;  Dick Cheney, ((The Risks of Inaction Are Far Greater Than the Risk of Action,(( pp. 298-300; Robert Kagan and William Kristol, (What to do About Iraq(; Noam Chomsky, (Drain the Swamp and There Will Be No More Mosquitoes,( pp. 301-03;   Nicholas Lemann, (The Next World Order(; Jonathan Schell, (Pre-emptive Defeat, or How Not to Fight Proliferation,( pp. 506-27 (R)

Oct. 26

Readings:  Pat Buchanan, (The War Party(s Imperial Plans(;   Charles Krauthammer, (The Unipolar Moment Revisited: America, the Benevolent Empire,( pp. 593-607;   Pervez Hoodboy, (America(s Dream of Empire,( pp.614-17; Kevin Phillips, (Hegemony, Hubris and Overreach,( pp. 633-38;  Andrew Sullivan, (The Imperialism Canard(; Lewis H. Lapham, (Regime Change( (R)

Oct. 31

Readings:  Johan Galtung, (A Structural Theory of Imperialism( (B)  

Phillip Knightley, (Imperial Legacy,( pp. 5-17 (R)

Nov. 2

Readings:  Michael Klare, (Redefining Security: The New Global Schisms( (B)

Murray Waas, (What Washington Gave Saddam for Christmas,( pp. 30-40, Joost R. Hiltermann, (The Men Who Helped the Man Who Gassed His Own People,( pp. 41-44 (R)


Terrorism and War
Nov. 7

Readings:  Michael Ignatieff, (Virtual War(;   RAND Corporation, from The Muslim World After 9/11 (prepared for the US Air Force) (A);

Project for the New American Century, (Open Letter to President Bush: (Lead the World to Victory(( (R)

Nov. 9

Readings:  Sontag, (Reflections on September 11th,( pp. 215-16;  Krauthammer, (Voices of Moral Obtuseness,( pp. 217-18;  Hertzberg, (Against the War Metaphor,( pp. 219-21;  Cooper, (A Year Later: What the Right and Left Haven(t Learned,( pp. 225-28;  Charen, (Better Safe Than Sorry,( pp. 229-30;  Pipes, (The Enemy Within,( pp. 231-32;  Lewis, ((First They Came for the Muslims...(,( pp. 233-37;  Ehrenreich, (Not the War We Needed,( pp. 238-40 (R)

Nov. 14
Reading:  Eqbal Ahmed,  Terrorism: Theirs and Ours
Nov. 16
Readings:  Seymour Hersh, (Torture at Abu Ghraib(; Mark Danner, (Abu Graib: The Hidden Story(; Phillip Carter, (The Road to Abu Ghraib(;  Andrew Sullivan, (Atrocities in Plain Sight(;   Abu Ghraib Pictures;  (A)


Imagining Alternatives, International Law, and Human Rights
Nov. 21
Readings:  Vaclav Havel, (The Politics of Responsibility(;  Oxfam, (An Agenda for Change((B); 

Benjamin and Evans, ch. 1 (It Starts with One Voice( and ch. 2 (From A Culture of Violence to a Culture of Peace( (S)

Nov. 23
Readings:  Zinn, ch. 2, (The Socialist Alternative(; ch. 8, (Surprises(;  

Martin Luther King, Jr., (Letter from a Birmingham Jail(;  Mohandas Gandhi, (Ahimsa, or the Way of Nonviolence(; Nigel Young, (Peace Movements in History,(  David Barash, (Human Rights( (B)

Benjamin and Evans, (Building a Stronger Antiwar Movement( (S)

Thanksgiving (no sections)

Nov. 28
Readings:  Richard Falk, (On Humane Governance( (B)

Benjamin and Evans, ch. 4 (Strengthening Women(s Voices( and ch. 5 (The Humanity We Share(
Nov. 30
Readings:  Benjamin and Evans, ch. 6 (Unspin the Media(   

Dec. 5

Readings:  Benjamin and Evans, ch. 7 (Hold Our Leaders Accountable,( and ch. 8 (Disarm the World(    

Dec. 7

Readings:  Benjamin and Evans, ch. 9 (Protect and Respect Resources,( and   ch. 10 (Celebrate Joyful Revolution(
Course Requirements
Students are expected to attend all scheduled class sessions and to come to lecture and discussion sections having read the assigned material.  Since we want to discuss the readings in class, it is important that everyone be familiar with them.  We will develop terms and themes in class that are not given in the readings, so taking careful notes is crucial. It is also important to take notes from assigned readings and on what you find in the media.  

There will be four take-home writing assignments  as well as occasional short in-class quizzes (these will usually be pass/fail).  The grade will also be based on attendance and participation in discussion sections.  The aim of these assignments is not simply to reproduce the views of our authors, but to analyze and assess them as well as to develop our own thinking about course issues.  You will be asked often to present and give reasons for your own view.

We will be following issues about violence as covered in the press and on TV, so you will have to look regularly at a newspaper as well as TV news (we will be looking at some clips in class as well).  At a minimum, you should look at the MSU State News each day.  You can get it on the web.  You can also get much better coverage from the New York Times, which is also available free on the web (you have to (subscribe( but it costs nothing).  The web addresses are:   

                             www.statenews.com    
www.nytimes.com          

80% of the grade will be based on the take-home assignments (20% each), 20% will be based on attendance and participation.   The first take-home assignment will be due Sept. 19, the second will be due Oct. 24, the third Nov. 21, and the fourth Friday, Dec.15 at 1 pm (this is the time of the scheduled final exam; you may turn in the exam in advance, however).   The first three assignments are due in class at the beginning of lecture for that day.

University policy requires that I remind you that any instance of plagiarism or other form of academic dishonesty is grounds for failure in the course.  You must not turn in work that is not your own.  Quotations must be explicit and come with documentation.  Students must complete all the course requirements to receive a course grade.  More than two unexcused absences is grounds for reduction of the course grade by half a grade. 

The course website is on Angel.  It will contain texts of interest to the course as well as other relevant information.  

`Office Hours (Richard Peterson):   Tuesdays, 1 to 3:00, or by appointment

512 S. Kedzie Hall

353-9378



E-mail: PetrsnRT@msu.edu

355-4490 (messages)
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