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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

“There is a theory which states that if ever anyone discovers exactly what the Universe is for and why it is here, it will instantly disappear and be replaced by something even more bizarre and inexplicable.  There is another theory which states that this has already happened.”    
Douglas Adams, Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy.

This course will look at two interrelated “big questions”:  

1. What is the Meaning of Life?  

Is the meaning of life, or some sense of fulfillment or purpose, found in personal relations?  Material success?  A particular attitude toward the world?  Conformity with some higher purpose?  Does the meaning of life differ from person to person?  Is the whole concern for a meaning to life merely illusory?  
2. What is the Ultimate Nature of Reality?

Does God exist?  If not, what other conceptions of ultimate reality are there?  Is there any life after bodily death such as rebirth here or life in another realm?  If so, what part of the human being survives death?  What is human nature?  What is a “self”?
The interrelation between these two questions

How does the meaning of life relate to the nature of the universe?  What would be the effect of the existence or non-existence of God on the meaning of life?   How do different conceptions of death or human nature change the meaning or purpose of the experiences we have in life?  Does reality or human nature allow us to choose a meaning for our lives, is there an objectively true meaning we need to find, or is there simply no meaning for our lives at all?

Don’t expect to possess final answers to any of these questions at the end of the semester!  
• The nature of the humanities, in contrast to the sciences, is that they raise questions that cannot be fully answered using any objective method.  If they could be fully answered, they would be not be controversial issues subject to debate. 
• At the same time these questions are an unavoidable part of human life.  One cannot live without having some beliefs, whether express or implicit in behavior, about ultimate reality and the meaning of life.  We cannot fully answer these questions yet must adopt some answer or other in practice.  
• The answers we might adopt are not all equally acceptable.  There are standards to use to judge which answers are better than others – coherence with other beliefs, conformity with experience, reasonableness of claims, pragmatic value, and others we will employ.
• Our goal, then, is to evaluate the various possible answers both to open up new perspectives and to allow each of us to refine our own attitudes.  Consider the humanities as a means to open up new vistas in order to help us to see how we want to live.  Confronting these issues will allow us to test and possibly to revise our beliefs.  
• This course is interdisciplinary.  We will draw our sources primarily from philosophical essays, religious texts, literature, and film.  
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of the course, students will have improved ability to:

1.  Consider controversial issues in a rational, fair, impartial, and cooperative manner

2.  Discern and critically evaluate philosophical and similar claims in written sources

3.  Appreciate religious diversity, and understand two important religious traditions

4.  Read literature and watch films to detect themes and author’s/director’s intentions
5.  Use writing in various forms as a mode of inquiry
REQUIRED BOOKS

Worlds Greatest Short Stories (Dover Thrift)

Life and Death, ed. Westphal and Levenson (Hackett)
God, (second edition), ed. Robinson (Hackett)
The Good Life, ed. Guignon (Hackett)
Buddhism as Philosophy, Siderits (Hackett)
In the Buddha’s Words trans. by Bhikkhu Bodhi (Wisdom Publications)

One optional but recommended book:  Buddhism: A Short Introduction, Keown (Oxford)

Other readings will be posted on ANGEL

You are also required to have an I-CLICKER for this course.  

We will also watch all or part of the following films in class:

Groundhog Day,  The Truman Show, and Life of Buddha
I>CLICKER
You are required to purchase an i>clicker remote for in-class participation.  i>clicker is a response system that allows you to respond to questions I pose during class.  i>clicker will be used every day in class.   If you have an i-clicker from a previous course it will work for this course as well.  The new i-clicker2 is compatible with the system, so either version will work.

In order to receive this credit, please register your i>clicker remote online as soon as possible.  Go to http://www.iclicker.com, find the registration link at the bottom.  Complete the fields with your first name, last name, student ID, and remote ID.  Your student ID is your msu email address, not PID number.  The remote ID is the series of numbers and sometimes letters found on the bottom of the back of your i>clicker remote.  

On September 7 we will synchronize your i>clicker registration with the ANGEL grading system in class.  You must have come to class at least once and voted on at least one question in order to complete this synchronization properly.  
Since i>clickers will be used for quizzes as well as recording in-class assignments, nearly one-half of your course grade will be recorded using them.  You will need to bring your i>clicker to class every day. Always have three extra AAA batteries at hand in case they are needed (avoid Duracell, which for some reason do not work well with i>clickers). You are responsible for having your functioning i>clicker in class in order to have your quizzes and in-class work recorded in the grading system.
ATTENDANCE
Attendance at every class meeting is expected.  If you miss class meetings will lose quiz points and in-class assignment points (about one-third of your grade).  Excused absences will be given opportunity to make up lost points.  Excused absences generally require written proof of some sort.  Valid excuses are serious illness, family emergency, approved university activities, serious religious observance, and the like.  
ROLE OF TEACHING ASSISTANT
The teaching assistant in this class has primary responsibility for grading assignments and maintaining grading records.  The TA will keep track of credits for illnesses or other excused absences.  You should seek the TA’s help in office hours before seeking the professor’s help.  The TA will work closely with the professor during lecture time, in particular being an active guide for in-class assignments.  
REQUIRED WORK

1. Two short papers (5 points each, 10% of course grade total).  In mid-September and late November you will have to write a one-page paper outside of class resulting from drafts and peer review in class.  You will be required to submit the paper, in-class drafts, and peer-review comments together.  These papers must contain your reflective response to the issue raised in the question, with reference to the particular material covered in class that week.

Format of papers:  one page, 1.5 line-spaced, 12 point font of your choice, 1” margins.  Put only name and date at top.  To count as one page in length the text must extend at least 3/4 down the page (fold paper if necessary).  Lack of proper format will result in lost points.  An egregious violation of these rules (for example, a paper with only 1/2 page of text, or excessively large margins) will result in zero points for the assignment.

2. First mid-term exam (20 % of course grade).  will consist of 30 multiple choice questions and one essay.    
3. Second mid-term exam (15% of course grade) will consist of 20 multiple choice questions and one essay.
4. Final exam (20 % of course grade).  Will consist of 30 multiple choice questions and two essays.  The second essay is comprehensive.    

5. Various in-class assignments (20 % of course grade) nearly every class day.  These might include in-class small group discussion reports, in-class worksheets, in-class reaction paragraphs, peer review of essays, and the like.  Graded as credit/no credit for participation.
6. Quizzes (15 % of course grade) nearly every class day through i>clicker.  The quizzes are intended to cover basic points or vivid details that you would remember after reading the text, not intricate points that will need to be discussed in depth in class.
7. GRADING SCALE:  
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND OTHER POLICIES:

GOALS OF INTEGRATIVE STUDIES IN THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES:

Integrative Studies at MSU seeks to assist students to become more familiar with ways of knowing in the arts and humanities and to be more knowledgeable and capable in a range of intellectual and expressive abilities.  IAH courses encourage students to engage critically with their own society, history, and culture(s) or to learn more about the history and culture of other societies.  They focus on key ideas and issues in human experience; encourage appreciation of the roles of knowledge and of values in shaping and understanding human behavior; emphasize the responsibilities and opportunities of democratic citizenship, highlight the importance of language, and the value of the creative arts, and alert us to important issues that occur and re-occur among peoples in an increasingly interconnected, interdependent world.

RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS

The Writing Center offers students an opportunity to meet with one-on-one with a consultant while they are engaged in the process of writing class papers and other documents. It also offers consulting on digital writing projects and a Grammar Hotline.  The Writing Center is located in 300 Bessey Hall. For information about appointments and satellite locations, see http://writing.msu.edu/.  

The ESL Writing Lab will assist international students with all aspects of their work in IAH 207, including understanding of course readings to be used in writing papers, planning and revising papers, and proofreading, See http://elc.msu.edu/writing_lab.htm for more information and instructions on making appointments.

The Learning Resource Center, located in 202 Bessey Hall, offers academic support seminars and workshops, consults with students about study and learning styles and time management, and provides one-on-one tutoring in such areas as critical reading. For a more detailed description of LRC services and hour, see http://www.msu.edu/user/lrc/. 
POLICY ON SPECIAL NEEDS
Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for People with Disabilities to develop reasonable accommodations (353-9642 or 355-1293(TTY)).  Please notify the instructor or TA regarding any special requirements you have ASAP.  All arrangements must be made well in advance in accordance with RCPD policy.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
In accordance with MSU’s policies on “Protection of Scholarship and Grades” and “Integrity of Scholarship and Grades,” students are expected to honor principles of truth and honesty in their academic work.  Academic honesty entails, among other things, that students will not plagiarize.  This means (1) students will not submit someone else’s work as their own (e.g. they will not submit another student’s paper etc., nor will they hand in a paper copied in whole or in part from the web or another published source).  Academic honesty also means students (2) will not knowingly permit another student to copy and submit their work as that student’s own and (3) will not use unacknowledged quotations or paraphrases as part of their work.  As provided by university policy, such academic dishonesty or plagiarism may be penalized by a failing grade on the assignment or for the course. Failure in a course as a result of academic dishonesty will also result in written notification to the student’s academic dean of the circumstances.  Additional discussion of cheating or academic dishonesty is available on the Ombudsman’s webpage at https://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/honestylinks.html 
COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Read the material prior to as well as after the relevant class meetings.  Books from which the readings are drawn are identified according to these codes:

BP = Buddhism as Philosophy  
BW = In the Buddha’s Words
GL = The Good Life 
GOD = God 
LD = Life and Death 
SS = World’s Greatest Short Stories 
****Always bring your books to class for in-class work****

	DATE
	TOPICAL OUTLINE


	READINGS

	Wed
Aug 31 
	I. Life and Meaning

A. Why Bother?
	Tolstoy:  “The Death of Ivan Ilych” (SS).  

BP only pp. 1-5.  

	Wed
Sept 7
	B.  Framing the Issue
	Aristotle (GL only pp 23-29)

	Mon

Sept 12
	II.  Monotheistic Western Approaches

A.  How God would    

        Give Meaning
	Aquinas,  (LD-5 ONLY the following paragraphs:  page 32 “For if”; page 34 “Moreover”; pages 36-37 “Now” and “Again”; page 40 “Now the”)

Eliade (GOD-24), Dostoyevsky, from “Brothers Karamozov” (GL-9)

	Wed 
Sept 14
	B. Teleological Proof for God
	Paley (GOD-4), Hume (GOD-9), Russell (GOD pp. 116-118)

	Mon 

Sept 19
	continued
	

	Wed
Sept 21
	C. Cosmological Proof for God 
	Aquinas (GOD pp 33-36), Russell (GOD pp 114-115), Hume (GOD pp 131-133)

	Mon
Sept 26
	continued
	

	Wed
Sept 28
	D.  Evil and Suffering
	Mann: “The Path to the Cemetery” (SS)

Hume (GOD-17) 

Augustine (GOD-16)

	Mon
Oct 3
	continued
	

	Wed

Oct 5
	E.  Revolt Against God?
	Film “The Truman Show” in class 

	Mon 

Oct 10
	continued
	Discussion of “The Truman Show”

	Wed
Oct 12
	FIRST MIDTERM  EXAM
	


	Mon 

Oct 17
	III. Non Theistic Western Approaches

A. Death 


	ANGEL post from Nagel, Tolstoy (LD-17).  Hemingway: “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” (SS)



	Wed 

Oct 19
	B. The Absurd


	B.  Nagel (LD-10), Westphal (LD-11), Hare  (LD-12)

	Mon
Oct 24
	C.  Existentialism  and  Projects


	C.  Sartre (LD-7, GOD 25 and GL-19).  Camus (LD-8).  Melville: “Bartleby the Scrivener” (SS).  Borges: “Borges and I” (SS).   de Maupassant:  “The Necklace” (SS)

	Wed
Oct 26
	D. Alternatives to Projects 
	Schlick (LD-15), Buber (GL-23), Marx (GL-21)

	Mon 

Oct 31
	E. Nietzsche’s Test for Meaning
	Nietzsche (LD-6) and film  “Groundhog Day”

	Wed
Nov 2
	continued
	Finish film and discussion

	Mon
Nov 7
	SECOND MIDTERM EXAM
	

	Wed
Nov 9
	IV.  Buddhism:  A non-theistic, non-western approach
A. The historical and the mythical Siddhartha.
	Overview:  BP ch. 1

Sermons in BW:  pp. 50-54 

Film “Life of Buddha” in class

[optional: As much of Buddhism:  Short Introduction as you want]

	Mon

Nov 14
	B.  The teachings of Siddhartha Gotama.
	BP pp. 15-27
Sermons in BW: pp. 26-30, 37-39, 75-78, 91-93, 168, 206-207, 353

	Wed 
Nov 16
	C. Buddhist Conception of Self
	BP ch. 3

Sermons in BW:  pp. 335-359, 402-405 

	Mon 
Nov 21
	continued
	

	Mon
Nov 28
	D. Buddhist Reality
	Sermons in BW:  pp. 88-91, 213-215, 230-233.  ANGEL postings

	Wed 
Nov 30
	E. Buddhist Ethics
	BP pp. 78-84
Sermons in BW: pp 118-122, 126-127, 155-161, 172-174.  ANGEL postings

	Mon
Dec 5
	F. Nirvana
	BP pp 27-31, 69-77

Sermons in BW: pp 364-369

ANGEL postings

	Wed

Dec 7
	VIII. 
Final Considerations 

A. Stances toward the mystery  
	Epictetus (GL-5), Montaigne (GL-14), Wolff: “The Mark on the Wall” (SS)

	Mon
Dec 12
	B. Final exam
	3:00 – 5:00  IN NORMAL ROOM


