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This course is an exploration of the relationship between personal identity and moral agency. How, for example, do identities establish who gets to do what, to whom? Or, for another example, what sorts of actions are so damaging to one’s sense of self that one can no longer act responsibly? What is the proper moral response to certain “impossible” identities? How much of our identities do we derive from the social groups to which we belong, and to what extent does the history of how those groups have been treated affect our self-understanding? 

In the first month, I provide the theory you need to do the coursework. Then we’ll read three books: Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony, Alice Dreger’s One of Us, and Ian Hancock’s We Are the Romani People: Volume 28, which is available only as an ebook on Google: 

http://books.google.com/books?id=MG0ahVw-kdwC&lpg=PP1&dq=We%20are%20the%20Romani%20people&pg=PR8#v=onepage&q&f=false.  
I’ll give you short quizzes and a midterm exam to help you keep up with the readings. In the mean time, I’ll divide the class into 40 teams of 5 people each. The teams will pick a social group identity (examples: people with disabilities, elderly people, lesbians, Jews) and, using the theoretical framework I have provided, construct a poster for in-class presentation on the last three days of class. This is your opportunity to learn about a kind of life you do not yourself live, and the kinds of responsibilities that are assigned or appropriated by those who bear the identity. You and your team can earn a maximum of 200 points for your poster. 

Grades: you have a chance to accumulate a total of 1000 points:

	Pop quizzes:  200 
Participation:  200
Midterm: 400
Posters: 200


	1000-900=4.0 

899-850=3.5 

849-800=3.0 

799-750=2.5 

749-700=2.0 

699-650=1.5 

649-600=1.0


Ordinary forms of politeness will be observed: you are expected to come to class prepared, to arrive on time, not to slip out early, not to text or surf the Web in class. Cheating is, of course, not tolerated in any form. Attendance is required, and while I’m happy to be reasonable about this, excessive absences will be reflected in your grade. Please let me know via email if you will not be in class on a given day.
Calendar

W Sept. 1
Getting organized. Some key concepts.

M Sept. 6 
Labor Day. Class does not meet.

W Sept. 8
More key concepts.

M Sept. 13
Film: Priscilla, Queen of the Desert
W Sept. 15
Discussion of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert

M Sept. 20
The narrative construction of personal identities

W Sept. 22
Identities damaged to order

M Sept. 27
Narrative repair: counterstories

W Sept. 29
Film: Kaspar Hauser 

M Oct. 4
Discussion of Kaspar Hauser 

W Oct. 6
 Dreger chap. 1

M Oct. 11
Dreger chap. 2

W Oct. 13
Dreger chap. 3

M Oct. 18
 Dreger chap. 4

W Oct. 20
Poster planning day

M Oct. 25
Hancock xvii-33 

W Oct. 27
Hancock 34-76 

M Nov. 1
Hancock 77-124

W Nov. 3
Midterm exam

M Nov. 8
Film: Witness
W Nov. 10
Discussion of Witness
M Nov. 15
Silko 1-60

W Nov. 17
Silko 60-122

M Nov. 22
Silko 122-184

W Nov. 24
Day before Thanksgiving. Class does not meet.

M Nov. 29
Silko 184-244

W Dec. 1
Poster presentations

M Dec. 6
Poster presentations

W Dec. 8
Poster presentations
