PHL 850
                                                                                                                      Spring 2011


Richard Peterson







   Mondays 7-9:50pm








                                           530 SKH

Seminar in Social and Political Philosophy:

Critical Social Theory and Violence


After reviewing the philosophical prehistory of the idea of critical social theory (by way of Hobbes, Rousseau, Kant, and Hegel), we will examine some of the conceptual issues that face contemporary attempts to sustain a reconstructive and practically oriented theory that is both philosophical and empirical in its resources and argumentation.  Marx introduced a fruitful, though ambiguous, critique of political economy, which spawned a number of related critical projects.  We will look to issues raised by some of these projects as we explore the idea of critical social theory and raise the question of its fruitfulness for thinking about violence and nonviolence.  Considering these issues in relation to politics will also lead us to a problem we inherit from the Enlightenment tradition, that of social learning.

Required Texts:  

Bruce B. Lawrence and Aisha Karim, eds.,  On Violence: A Reader (OV)

Manfred B. Steger and Nancy S. Lind, eds., Violence and Its Alternatives: An Interdisciplinary Reader  (VA)

Robert Tucker, ed., The Marx-Engels Reader (Second Edition) 

Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment, trs. Edmund Jephcott

Stephen Bronner Douglas Kellner, eds., Critical Theory and Society: A Reader  (CT)

Steven Seidman, ed., Juergen Habermas on Society and Politics: A Reader 

Axel Honneth, Disrespect:  The Normative Foundations of Critical Theory

Readings on the course ANGEL site (A)

Course schedule

1. Jan. 10 
Theory and violence:  Hobbes and Rousseau



Course themes of theory, violence, and social learning;

Explaining violence, achieving nonviolence



Readings:  Hobbes, from Leviathan, chs. 13, 14, 15, 18, 20 (A)



Rousseau, Discourse on the Origins of Inequality (A)

2. Jan. 17
MLK anniversary:  violence and nonviolence in conflicts over racism.

Theoretical assumptions of a social movement, implications for violence, conditions for social change

Readings:  Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” (A); “Beyond Vietnam:A time to break silence”(A); from Love, Law, and Civil Disobedience(VA)  

Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet” (OV);  

Gandhi, Excerpts from The Essential Writings of Gandhi (VA);  

Dickerson articles on William Stuart Nelson (A)

3. Jan. 24
Hegel and modernity;  History as a dialectic of learning in which violence plays a role; alienation, violence and politics;  Recognition and sociality;  direct violence, formative violence, relational violence.

Readings:  Hegel, from The Phenomenology of Spirit (OV) (“Dialectic of Lordship and Bondage,” “Absolute Freedom and Terror”);

Arendt, “Excerpt from On Violence” (VA), from The Origins of Totalitarianism (OV);  
Weil, “The Iliad, or the Poem of Force”’ (OV);  Honneth, “Moral Consciousness and Class Domination:  Some problems in the analysis of hidden morality”

4. Jan. 31
Hegel and the state.  Institutions and agency, war and community.

Violence and institutions.  Social reproduction and practice.

Readings:  from the Philosophy of Right (A) (Family: sects. 158-69;  Civil Society, sects. 189-208 and 230-56; the State, sects. 260-71 and 324-60 (including international law and world history (A);  

Habermas, “The Public Sphere”;  

Honneth,  “Between Aristotle and Kant:  recognition and moral obligation,”  “Between Justice and Affection:  the family as a field of moral disputes”



Recommended:  Plant on Hegel’s Philosophy of Right (A)

5. Feb. 7
Marx’s challenge to Hegel (and to liberalism and idealism).  

Production and reproduction, the problem of ideology

Readings: Marx, “Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right: Introduction”;  Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844, pp. 66-106;  from The German Ideology, pp. 146-200;  

Habermas, “Between Philosophy and Science:  Marxism as Critique”;  Honneth, “Pathologies of the Social:  The past and present of social philosophy”

6. Feb.  14
Marx theorizing capitalism.

Critique of political economy; the commodity form; fetishism; structure and agency; vs. economic reductionism;  structural violence;  society as evolving system

Readings:  Marx, from Capital, vol. I, pp. 302-438;

Galtung, “Cultural violence” (VA)               

Habermas, “The Uncoupling of System and Lifeworld”

Harvey, “Interview: Understanding the New Imperialism” (A)

7. Feb.  21
Capitalism, subjectivity, and modern representations of social being and violence


Readings:  Adorno, “Society” (CT)     

Bourdieu, “Social Space and Symbolic Power,” “On Male Domination” (A);  “Outline of a Theory of Practice” (OV);  

Michael Taussig, “Shamanism, Colonialism, and the Wild Man:  A Study in Terror and Healing” (OV);  Kristine Stiles, “Shaved Heads and Marked Bodies:  Representations from Cultures of Trauma” (OV)

8. Feb.  28
Marx and social learning; approaches to realizing rational possibilities.

theory of overproduction, structural contradiction, class formation

Readings:  Marx, “Manifesto of the Communist Party, I & II;  “the Possibility of Non-Violent Revolution”;  

Engels, “The Tactics of Social Democracy”

Habermas, “Toward a Reconstruction of Historical Materialism”

Gramsci, selections from the Prison Notebooks (OV)

Sorel, from Reflections on Violence (VA)

Recommended:  Marx, The Civil War in France



Spring Break:  3/7-3/11

9. March 14
Dialectic of Enlightenment:  impasse of social learning?   

Making sense of domination and violence in the 20th century.

Readings:  Horkheimer and Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment, prefaces and pp. 1-93;  editorial notes on “The Disappearance of Class History …”, pp. 248-52;

Fanon, “Concerning Violence” (from The Wretched of the Earth) (OV)

Foucault, from Discipline and Punish (VA and OV)

10. March 21
Dialectic of Enlightenment:  culture and the state in advanced capitalism

Readings:  Dialectic of Enlightenment, pp. 94-214;  Adorno, “The Culture Industry Reconsidered” (CT);

Marcuse, “Philosophy and Critical Theory” (CT)

Benjamin, “Theses on the Philosophy of History” (CT)

11. March 28
Habermas: rethinking critical theory;  the status of Marxian arguments;

Readings:  Marcuse, “From Ontology to Technology:  Fundamental Tendencies of Industrial Society” (CT)

Habermas, “Technology and Science as ‘Ideology’”;  “Dogmatism, Reason, and Decision:  On Theory and Practice in a Scientific Civilization”;  

Honneth, “The Possibility of a Disclosing Critique of Society:  The Dialectic of Enlightenment in light of current debates in social criticism”

12. April 4
Dilemmas of critical theory in the welfare/warfare society



Contexts of global violence

Readings:  Habermas, “The Crisis of the Welfare State and the Exhaustion of Utopian Energies”;  “What Does a Crisis Mean Today?  Legitimation Problems in Late Capitalism”

Marcuse, “Liberation from the Affluent Society” (VA/CT), “The Reification of the Proletariat” (CT)

Osama bin Laden, “Declaration of War against the Americans Occupying the Land of the Two Holy Places,”  Roland Jacquard, “In the Name of Osama bin Ladin:  Global Terrorism and the Bin Laden Brotherhood”

Benjamin, Critique of Violence

13. April 11
Contemporary violence and social learning;  the global context

Readings:  Mary Kaldor, “The New Nationalism in Europe” (VA)

Appadurai, “Patriotism and Its Futures” (VA)

Ahmed, “Ethnic Cleansing’: Metaphor for Our Time?” (VA)

Kant, “On Perpetual Peace” (A)  

Honneth, “The Social Dynamics of Disrespect:  on the location of critical theory today”;  “Is Universalism a Moral Trap?: the presuppositions and limits of a politics of human rights”; 

14. April 18
Conceptions of nonviolence in the global context?



Readings: Gandhi, ”Hind Swaraj, or Indian Home Rule” (OV)

Gene Sharp, “Beyond Just War and Pacifism” (VA)

Martin Luther King Jr., Excerpts form Love Law and Civil Disobedience (VA)

Habermas, “Political Communication in Media Society:  Does Democracy still have an Epistemic Dimension?  The Impact of Normative Theory on Empirical Research” (A);   “Does the Constitutionalization of International Law Still Have a Chance?” (from The Divided West) (A)

15. April 25  
Questions facing the project of critical theory in a violent age; 

Readings:  Habermas:“The Tasks of a Critical Theory of Society”

Habermas, “A Political Constitution for the Pluralist World Society?” (from Between Naturalism and Religion) (A);  Habermas, “The Constitutionalization of International Law and the Legitimation Problems of a Constitution for World Society” (from Europe, the Faltering Project) (A) 

Course requirements

Three short papers (one of which takes the form of a seminar report) and a term paper.  Each student must do some concentrated writing on the idea of critical theory, on the ideas of violence and nonviolence, and on at least one of the main critical theorists we will be discussing (Horkheimer, Adorno, Marcuse, Habermas, and Honneth).  How you meet this general requirement within the framework of the course requirements is up to you.  The seminar report should focus on one of the shared readings (and you should decide on which of these you will do soon).  By the twelfth meeting (April 14), you must submit a detailed summary of your term paper plan.  The term paper should present and defend a thesis that deals with seminar topics and draws on the work of at least a few of our authors.

The short papers should be at least 4 pages (1,000 words) and the term paper should be in the 15 page range.  Your short papers are due by  Feb. 7 and March 14 (you may turn them in sooner). I will provide periodic study questions geared to readings and discussion and these may provide you with a paper topic.  The term paper is due no later than Wed., May 5 at 5pm.  The course grade will be calculated as follows:  15% for each short paper,  45% for the term paper, and 10% for participation.  

Seminar attendance is required, with each student expected to be prepared to contribute to our discussion.  More than one unexcused absence will be grounds for withdrawing from the seminar.  Late work will be accepted only on the basis of convincing justifications.  

All the language in your written work must be your own unless enclosed in quotation marks and accompanied by the appropriate citations.  MSU has adopted a strict plagiarism policy with which you should be familiar.  (Note:  Article 2.3.3 of the Academic Freedom Report states that “the student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards.”  In addition, we must follow the policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades, and in the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades, which are included in Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide.  Students who commit an act of academic dishonesty may receive a 0.0 on the assignment or in the course.)

Policy on accommodations for students with disabilities

Let me know if you have a disability that requires some accommodation.  In general, students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations.  For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY).

Office Hours:  Tuesday and Wednesday 4 to 5, or by appointment

503 S. Kedzie Hall

355-4490                                       e-mail:  PetrsnRT@msu.edu
There is an Angel Web Site for this course. 
1

