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Hegel’s Philosophy of Right is his main work in what we today would call ethics and social and political philosophy.  Topics we will cover include freedom of the will, right to property, contracts, punishment, moral theory and moral psychology, marriage and family, concept of civil society, role of the corporation, nature of law, sovereign authority and division of powers, purpose of the state, international right, and peoples and history.
REQUIRED WORK
Each enrolled participant in the seminar will:
1.  come to class each week with three written questions or observations about the material in that week’s reading assignment from Hegel.  These should be short (20-40 words each) and must be submitted during the seminar meeting.  All should fit on one page.  (20%)

2.  give one 30-minute presentation during the semester.  The presentation must be accompanied by a 2-page outline or summary for class distribution.  Presentations must include use of one or two secondary sources, although the presentation is not intended to be a mere summary of those secondary sources.  A sign up sheet will be distributed during the second week of class.  (30%)

3.  write one 15-20 page term paper.  The term paper may NOT be on the same topic as the presentation.  (40%)
4.  be prepared for class each week and to contribute to discussion.  Active participation is expected.  (10%)
REQUIRED BOOKS
Text:  Elements of the Philosophy of Right, trans Nisbet, ed. Wood (Cambridge)

Secondary text:  Routledge Guidebook to Hegel and the Philosophy of Right by Dudley Knowles (Routledge)

The material from Hegel is among the densest philosophical writing you will ever encounter.  You must read the material first, then read the Knowles guidebook, then return to the material.  
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Please inform the instructor (email preferred) if you are unable to attend the seminar in any particular week.  Legitimate reasons for absence include serious illness, family emergency, approved university activities, serious religious observance, and the like.  Missing the seminar for these legitimate reasons will not count against you.
POLICY ON SPECIAL NEEDS

Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for People with Disabilities to develop reasonable accommodations (353-9642 or 355-1293(TTY)).  Please notify the instructor regarding any special requirements you have.
TOPICS AND READINGS 

Jan 12:  Introduction: Hegel’s life and project 

Read Knowles, Chapter 1
Jan 19:  PREFACE AND INTRODUCTION:  Reason and Will
Read Hegel, 9-64, Knowles, Chapter 2-3
Jan 26:
 ABSTRACT RIGHT:  Persons and Property

Read Hegel, 67-103, Knowles, Chapters 4-5
Feb 2: 
ABSTRACT RIGHT:  Crime and Punishment

Read Hegel, 104-132, Knowles, Chapter 6
Feb 9:  MORALITY:  Moral Psychology
Read Hegel, 135-156, Knowles, Chapter 7
Feb 16: MORALITY:  Duty and the Good

Read Hegel, 157-186, Knowles, Chapter 8
Feb 23: ETHICAL LIFE: General 
Read Hegel, 189-198, Knowles, Chapter 9
Mar 2: ETHICAL LIFE: Marriage and Family
Read Hegel, 199-219, Knowles, Chapter 10
Mar 9: 
SPRING BREAK NO CLASS

Mar 16: ETHICAL LIFE: Civil Society:  Needs
Read Hegel 220-239, Knowles, Chapter 11 (to 273)
Mar 23: ETHICAL LIFE: Civil Society:  Law
Read Hegel, 240-259, Knowles, Chapter 11 (finish)
Mar 30: ETHICAL LIFE: Civil Society:  Police and Corporations
Read Hegel, 259-274, Knowles, Chapter 12
Apr 6:
ETHICAL LIFE: State: General
Read Hegel, 275-305, Knowles, Chapter 13 (to 327)
Apr 13:  ETHICAL LIFE: State: Structure and Powers
Read Hegel, 305-359, Knowles, Chapter 13 (328-340)
Apr 20: ETHICAL LIFE: State: International Law
 
Read Hegel, 359- 371, Knowles, Chapter 13 (finish)
Apr 27: ETHICAL LIFE: State: Peoples and History
Read Hegel, 372-380
