PHL 810:  Seminar in the History of Philosophy. 

Prof. Frederick Rauscher (rauscher@msu.edu)
Kant's Transcendental Idealism



513 South Kedzie, 353-9390

Fall 2008





Office Hours:  M, W 2-3


Description: This seminar is a close study of Kant’s most famous text, the Critique of Pure Reason, with an emphasis on various interpretations of his transcendental idealism.  In it he provides his epistemological and metaphysical framework for the remainder of his philosophy.  The key methodological device used by Kant, transcendental argumentation, and the key substantive claim of the text, transcendental idealism, are two of his main contributions to later philosophy.  Both are (and were in his time) controversial.  This seminar will look at the nature of Kant’s transcendental argumentation and its relation to transcendental idealism.  In modern lingo, we will ask whether Kant is a realist or an anti-realist, a functionalist or a dualist, and a naturalist or an anti-naturalist.  Secondary source interpretation (drawn from history of philosophy as well as contemporary metaphysics and epistemology) and debate of these issues will form a large portion of the seminar.  
Texts:

Required: 

Kant, Critique of Pure Reason (Cambridge)
Bird, The Revolutionary Kant (Open Court)

Recommended:

Beiser,  German Idealism.  (Harvard)

Allison, Kant’s Transcendental Idealism:  an Interpretation and Defense (Yale)
Guyer , Kant and the Claims of Knowledge (Cambridge)

There will also be various readings posted as PDFs or handed out in some manner.  
Grading and Assignments:  One term paper of about 20-25 pages, due Wednesday December 10.   Regular attendance and participation in the seminar.  
Schedule:
Periodically I will issue study guides on specific topics, not necessarily keyed to particular week’s readings.  
August 27
Introduction – overview of Kant (Kant Editor’s Introduction 1-76, Bird xi-18)
September 3
Critique:  Prefaces and Introductions.  (Kant 99-152, Bird xi-21-96, 757-771)
September 10
Continuation of above and intro to Transcendental Aesthetic
September 17
Transcendental Aesthetic  (Kant 155-192, Bird 99-219)
September 24
Transcendental Aesthetic, continued
October 1
Transcendental Analytic – Metaphysical Deduction (Kant 193-226, Bird 223-275)
October 8
Transcendental Analytic – Transcendental Deduction (Kant 226-266, Bird 277-386)
October 15
Transcendental Analytic – Transcendental Deduction, continued
October 22
Transcendental Analytic – Analytic of Principles, Analogies (Kant 267-286, 295-321, 334-337, Bird 387-415, 445-499)
October 29
Transcendental Analytic – Analytic of Principles, Refutation of Idealism (Kant 326-329, Bird 505-521)
November 5
Transcendental Analytic – Phenomena and Noumena, Amphiboly (Kant 338-383, Bird 523-585)
November 12
Transcendental Dialectic – Concepts of Reason, Appendix (Kant 384-410, 590-623, Bird 587-623, 727-737)
November 19
Transcendental Dialectic – Antinomy (Kant 459-550, Bird 661-718)
November 26 
THANKSGIVING BREAK NO CLASS
December 3
Canon of Pure Reason – Transcendental Idealism and Practical Philosophy (Kant 672-690)
