Philosophy 421                                                                                            Spring Semester 2012 


Topics in European Philosophy



                               Tu. & Th., 3-4:20

Richard Peterson 







           455 Baker Hall
Sartre, Foucault, Arendt and Butler :  Being and Thought in History
As philosophers take more seriously the historical dimension of human experience, their thinking has relied increasingly on interaction with other disciplines and practical experience.  Although it has never been truly a priori, philosophy today, at least in the hands of some thinkers, draws more and more on history, social and cultural theory, psychoanalysis, and the study of language.  We will look to Jean-Paul Sartre and Michel Foucault for two quite different relations to this development, with Sartre attempting a more traditional synthesis and Foucault moving in apparently more radical directions.  And we will be considering their general reflections on thought in relation to an important historical text in which a major political philosopher, Hannah Arendt, confronts a defining event of the past century, the mass murders associated with totalitarian politics.  We will be thinking about the philosophical dimensions of her work while also seeing its bearing on the issues posed by Sartre and Foucault.  The course will begin and then return at the end to readings by a contemporary thinker, Judith Butler, who draws on all these thinkers while offering her own reflections on current developments that in some ways present a disturbing continuity with the political violence of the 20th century.  Our aim throughout will be to see whether the sometimes difficult ideas of our thinkers help us think about our own historical world.  
Required Texts:

Hannah Arendt:
Origins of Totalitarianism


Judith Butler:

Frames of War

Jean-Paul Sartre:  
Basic Writings, ed., Stephen Priest  (B)




Anti-Semite and Jew





Search for a Method

Michel Foucault: 
The Foucault Reader, ed., Paul Rabinow  (F)
History of Sexuality, Volume I
Society Must Be Defended


Additional readings are on the ANGEL course web site  (A)
Course Outline: 
Jan. 10 
Course introduction
Jan. 12
Recognition themes, life, social being


Butler, “Introduction:  Precarious Life, Grievable Life,” pp. 1-32.

Hegel, Master/Slave dialectic (A)


Jan.17
The idea of phenomenology, psychology, emotions, imagination

Sartre,  pp. 61-88, 93-105 (B)

Arendt, Origins of Totalitarianism, pp. 3-10
Jan.19
More on phenomenology, emotions, imagination

Ontology:  the idea of being


Sartre, pp. 108-34,


Arendt, pp. 11-53
Jan. 24            The ideas of nothingness, negativity, the self, temporality




Sartre,  138-47, 151-62, 165-76



Foucault, “What is an Author?,”  pp. 101-20 (F)                           
Jan. 26            Freedom, responsibility, bad faith, writing


Sartre,
181-90, 194-203, 206-20, 261-87


Arendt, pp. 54-88

Jan. 31
Being with others, psychoanalysis;  Concrete analysis: anti-Semitism 

Sartre, pp. 224-57, 246-57

Sartre, Anti-Semite and Jew, pp. 7-54


Recommended:  Freud glossaries (A)
Feb. 2
Philosophy and social criticism

Sartre,
pp. 55-103

Arendt, pp. 123-57
Feb. 7
Conflict and historical change

Sartre, pp. 103-42

Foucault, “What is Enlightenment?” (F)


Recommended:  Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” (A)


Arendt, pp. 158-84

Feb. 9
Sartre, pp. 143-53

Foucault, The History of Sexuality, vol. 1, Introduction,  Part One, “We ‘Other Victorians,’” pp. 1-13


Feb. 14
Knowledge and social relations

Foucault, “The Repressive Hypothesis,” “The Incitement to Discourse,” pp, 17-35


Arendt, pp. 207-222

Feb. 16
Reflections on historical analysis

Foucault, “The Perverse Implantation,” pp. 36-50; “Scientia Sexualis,” pp. 51-73




Marx, “Manifesto of the Communist Party,” parts I and II (A)


Feb. 21
Evolving forms of power

Foucault, “The Deployment of Sexuality,” pp. 81-131


Arendt, pp. 250-66


Recommended:  Sartre, “Existentialism…”   25-57 (B)
Feb. 23
Foucault, “The Right of Death and Power over Life,” 135-59


“Nietzsche, Genealogy, History” (F)

Feb. 28
Method and history


Sartre, Search for a Method, pp. 3-34


Arendt, pp. 267-302
March 1
Sartre, pp. 35-84


Engels, “Socialism: Utopian and Scientific,” Part III  (A)

Spring Break
March 13
Sartre, pp. 85-111


Arendt, pp. 305-40
March 15
Sartre, Search for a Method, pp. 111-66 


Foucault, Society Must Be Defended, pp. 1-22
March 20
Foucault, Society Must Be Defended, pp. 23-42


Arendt, pp. 341-64
March 22
Sartre, pp. 167-81


Foucault, pp.43-88
March 27
Foucault, from Discipline and Punish, “The Body of the Condemned,” 170-78; “Docile Bodies,” 179-87; “The Means of Correct Training,”188-205  (F)


Foucault, Society…, pp. 65-114


Arendt, pp. 389-418
March 29
Foucault, “Panopticism,”206-213; “Complete and Austere Institutions,” 214-225 (F)


Foucault, Society…, pp. 115-40
April 3
Foucault, Illegalities and Delinquency,” 226-233;  “The Carceral,”234-238;  “Space, Knowledge, and Power,” 239-55 (F)


Arendt, pp. 419-37
April 5
Foucault, Society…, pp. 141-88
April 10
Foucault, Society…, pp. 189-238

Arendt, pp. 437-59

April 12
Foucault, Society…, pp. 239-72

Arendt, pp. 460-79

April 17
Butler, “Survivability, Vulnerability, Affect,” pp. 33-62

April 19
Butler, “Torture and the Ethics of Photography,”  pp. 63-100

April 24
Butler, “Sexual Politics, Torture, and Secular Time,” pp. 101-36
April 26
Course review
Course Requirements:     Students should come to every class meeting and be prepared to discuss the readings.  “Being prepared” means having something to say, –  a question to raise, a point to dispute, a reason or interpretation to test, a text to clarify –  about the readings or previous class discussions.  This requires careful reading of the required text prior to the class meeting for which it is assigned.  There will be four short writing assignments, and a short term paper (8 pages or so on a topic distributed in class or cleared by the instructor).  An oral report on relevant readings may be substituted for at least one of the short writing assignments (a written version of the report is due at the time of the report).  

Due dates for the assignments will be: Jan. 31, Feb. 23, March 20, and April 17.  The term paper will be due by 5 pm, Thursday, May 3.  Each short writing assignment will count 15% of the grade.  The term paper counts 30%, and the remaining 10% will depend on attendance and participation.  

Policy on academic freedom and integrity


Article 2.3.3 of the Academic Freedom Report states that “the student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards.”  In addition, we must follow the policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades, and in the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades, which are included in Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide.  Students who commit an act of academic dishonesty may receive a 0.0 on the assignment or in the course.  All quotations must be explicit, with the author properly cited.
Policy on accommodations for students with disabilities


Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations.  For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY).  Please let me know if you have any concerns about policy or accommodations

 Office Hours:  Tuesday 4:30 to 5:30 and by appointment.

509 S. Kedzie Hall

Phone:  420 5707



E-mail: PetrsnRT@msu.edu

             355-4490 (messages
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