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Nineteenth century philosophy has no dominant movements, as Empiricism or Rationalism might characterize 17th and 18th Century philosophy and Existentialism or Analytic phliosophy might characterize 20th century philosophy.  Generally courses on the subject concentrate on post-kantian German philosophy up through Nietzsche, but such focus overlooks the rest of the world.  This course will differ from the norm by covering three different areas:  British Utilitarianism, Nietzsche, and American Pragmatism.  We’ll see some connections among them, but they should be considered more or less independent of one another.
British Utilitarianism:  We’ll start with Bentham, then spend most of our time looking at works by John Stuart Mill – selections from his System of Logic, Utilitarianism, On Liberty, and The Subjection of Women – then cap it off with selections from Harriet Taylor Mill.  If time permits we will look briefly at Sidgwick.  
Nietzsche:  Nietzsche is a complex figure.  We’ll read selections from most of his work with a focus on his conception of value. 
American Pragmatism:  As an introduction to American thought we’ll look at a couple of speeches from Frederick Douglass.  The pragmatists we will focus on are Charles Sanders Peirce, William James, and John Dewey.  
For each of the areas of class I will make a separate reading guide available.  

PREREQUISITES

The material in this course is difficult and presupposes philosophical background.  Before taking this course, you should have taken at least two 300 or 400 level philosophy courses.  If you have not please speak to the instructor.

REQUIRED WORK

1. Three 6-8 page papers, one after each segment of the course (30% each)
2. Participation and attendance (10% -- i.e. up to one full grade may be lost for these reasons).  This course will consist largely of textual analysis and discussion rather than lecture.  I expect you to have read the material before coming to class and to come to class prepared to offer an explanation and analysis of the main point(s).
BOOKS

The Basic Writings of John Stuart Mill (Modern Library)

Nietzsche, The Nietzsche Reader eds. Pearson and Large (Blackwell)

Pragmatism:  The Classic Writings ed. Thayer (Hackett)

There will also be additional readings posted on the ANGEL site
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Unauthorized late papers will be penalized unless you have written proof of a legitimate reason for absence, which includes serious illness, family emergency, approved university activities, serious religious observance, and the like.  For normal class meetings, attendance is expected and chronic unexcused absence will be reflected in the “participation and attendance” grade. 
POLICY ON SPECIAL NEEDS

Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for People with Disabilities to develop reasonable accommodations (353-9642 or 355-1293(TTY)).  Please notify the instructor regarding any special requirements you have ASAP.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any paper found to be plagiarized will receive no credit, which amounts to a loss of three letter grades from your course grade.  Familiarize yourself with the rules at: https://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/honestylinks.html
