Philosophy 353                                                                                                     Fall 2010


Richard Peterson






          Tu-Th 3 to 4:20

Anna Malavisi







     116 Eppley Center









                N 105  BCC

PEACE AND JUSTICE STUDIES:  Core Concepts


How should we understand the violence that is such a dramatic a part of contemporary society?  This is a question about violence today, but also about violence in other times and places and it is also about the possibility of reducing violence in the future.  It is a question about war-making, terrorism, and criminal violence, but it is also about psychological and cultural violence, including the violence we find in entertainment and art.  Violence is a factor not just as acts of direct harm, but also as threats, and as memories and other scars from the past.  

Must we accept this environment of violence as a necessary part of human existence, or can it be replaced by something better?  Does the pervasive violence in mass media culture express a fixation on something that is part of human nature, or does it promote a fascination with something that we should rather question and change?  

Peace and Justice Studies begins from the assumption that we should explore whether at least some kinds of violence can be eliminated or reduced.  Beside studying different forms of violence, we need to think about the conflicts that give rise to them and about what makes these conflicts so explosive.  Challenging violence and its preconditions also requires some idea of what an alternative might be.  What exactly do we mean by nonviolence, and what conditions make it possible?  Violence is often part of conflicts over wealth, power, and recognition, so we seem drawn to some notion of nonviolence that is closely tied to standards of justice.  
The aim of this course is to survey basic concepts and commitments of peace and justice studies, which we will explore as a field of intellectual research and study, but also as a perspective that can refine its insights only in connection with attempts to reduce violence.  Besides developing a framework of thought, we will be interested in how its ideas can play a role in practical attempts to reduce violence, whether by international agencies, national governments, nongovernmental organizations, churches, or political movements.  While we will be attentive to philosophical aspects of these questions, we will also draw from historical, anthropological, sociological and cultural texts.  


This course is designed to meet the core course requirement for Peace and Justice Studies, but it is open to all students interested in the issues and materials it will address.  This year the course also meets the requirement in Global Studies in the Arts and Humanities for GSAH 310, Conflict and Justice in a Global Setting.  
Course Texts:  


Thucydides, On Justice, Power and Human Nature, tr. and ed., Paul Woodruff

Howard Zinn, ed., The Power of Nonviolence (Z)
Nancy Scheper-Hughes and P. Bourgois, eds., Violence in War and Peace (S)
David Barash, ed., Approaches to Peace, second ed. (B)
David Cortright,  Gandhi and Beyond, second ed.
Douglas Fry, Beyond War  
Texts posted on the ANGEL site (A)
Course Outline:


1.  Course Introduction          

Sept.  2
Peace and justice studies as an intellectual standpoint and field of study.  Survey of problems and a review of course aims.  

Reading: Barack Obama: “A Just and Lasting Peace”; Nobel Peace Prize Speech

2.  Anthropological arguments about war and peace  

Sept.  7
Douglas Fry, Beyond War, “Preface” and chs. 1-6 (pp. 1-80)



Thomas Hobbes, from Leviathan, ch. XIII and XIV (A)

Sept. 9

Fry, chs. 7-10 (pp. 81-147)



Thomas Hobbes, from Leviathan, ch. XV (A)



Michael Howard, “The Causes of War” (B)

Sept.  14
Fry, chs. 11-14 pp. 148-99)

Margaret Mead, “Warfare Is Only an Invention – Not a Biological Necessity” (B);  R. Brian Ferguson, “Tribal Warfare” (S);  

Sept. 16
Fry, chs. 15-16 (pp. 201-35)



3.  War in the western classics:  an example of armed conflict and of its intellectual representation; some general concepts

Sept. 21
Readings:  from Thucydides, The History of the Peloponnesian War


Introduction, Parts 1 and 2  (pp. ix to xxxiii;  1 to 37)

Sigmund Freud, ”Why War?” (B)  

Sept. 23 
Readings:  from Thucydides, Parts 3 and 4 (pp. 39 to 87);

Hannah Arendt, from On Violence (S)

Sept. 28
Readings:  Thucydides, Parts 5 and 6 (pp. 89 to 109);

Johann Galtung, “A Structural Theory of Imperialism” (B)

Sept. 30
Dilemmas of warfare

Readings:  Thucydides, Parts 7 and 8 (pp. 111 to 159);

Roger Fisher & William Ury,  “Getting to YES” (B)

4.  Some effects of violence

Oct.  5

Effects of violence on victims – and on agents and bystanders

Readings:  Elaine Scarry, from  The Body in Pain (S); 

Danner, from The Massacre at El Mozote…(S)

Agamben, “The Witness” (S);  

Primo Levi, “The Gray Zone” (S);   



Michael Taussig, “Talking Terror” (S);  

Oct.  7
  
Fanon, ”Colonial War and Mental Disorders”  (S)

Judith Herman, from Trauma and Recovery:  The Aftermath of Violence, from Domestic Abuse to Political Terror (S);



Soyinka, from The Burden of Memory (S)

Mamdani, from When Victims Become Killers...(S);
Arendt, from Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil” (S); Christopher Browning, “Invitation to Mass Murder”  (S)


5.  Nonviolence:  a possible kind of social learning? 

Oct. 12

Resisting complicity in violence


Albert Camus, “Neither Victims nor Executioners” (Z)



Thoreau, “On Civil Disobedience” (B)



Simone Weil, from “Reflections on War” (Z)


Thomas Merton, “The Root of War is Fear” (Z)

Oct. 14

Institutional alternatives to war

Readings:  Immanuel Kant, “Perpetual Peace” (B);  William James, “The Moral Equivalent of War” (B); 

Lloyd J. Dumas, “Finding the Future: The Roles of Economic Conversion in Shaping the Twenty-First Century” (B);  
Oct. 19

Normative and legal frameworks for peace

David Barash, “International Law (B);  

Oxfam, “An Agenda for Change”(B);  
Richard Falk, “On Humane Governance” (B)

Oct. 21

Nonviolence as an ethic and as a politics
Readings:  Gandhi,  “Ahimsa, or the Way of Nonviolence” (B);  
David Cortright, Gandhi and Beyond, ch. 1:  “Grasping Gandhi” 


Cortright, ch. 2:  “Gandhi USA”
Oct. 26

Nonviolence movements
Jane Addams, from “Newer Ideals of Peace” (Z)

Dorothy Day, “Pacifism” and “Our Country Passes from Undeclared War to War…” (Z)

A.J. Muste, “Getting Rid of War: (Z)
Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter From a Birmingham Jail” (B);  
Nigel Young, “Peace Movements in History” (B)

Oct. 28

Nonviolence as unit of ends and means, or as strategy
King, “Declaration of Independence from the War in Vietnam” (Z);

Cortright, chs. 2 & 3, “Gandhi USA” and “Martin Luther King Jr.:  An American Gandhi” 

Gene Sharp, “Civilian Resistance as a National Defense” (B)

Cortright, ch. 9 “Principles of Action”


6.  Structural and symbolic violence

Nov.  2

Galtung, “Cultural Violence” (A)

Farmer, “On Suffering and Structural Violence...”

Nov.  4

Bourdieu, “Gender and Symbolic Violence” (S)

Bourdieu and Wacquant, “Symbolic Violence”(S);  

Nov.  9
Nancy Scheper-Hughes, “Two Feet Under and a Cardboard Coffin:  The Social Production of Indifference to Child Death” (S)
George Orwell, “The Lower Classes Smell” (S)

Nov. 11
Philippe Bourgois, “US Inner-city Apartheid:  The Contours of Structural and Interpersonal Violence” (S)

Eric Klinenberg, “Denaturalizing Disaster:  A Social Autopsy of the 1995 Chicago Heat Wave” (S)

Loic Wacquant, “The New ’Peculiar Institution’:  On the Prison as Surrogate Ghetto” (S)


7.  Terrorism
Nov.  16
RAND Corporation, “Terrorism Past and Present,”
Linda Green, “Living in a State of Fear” (S)

Charles P. Webel, “Terror:  The Neglected but Inescapable Core of Terrorism” (B)

Nov. 23
Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations”

Noam Chomsky, “The New War against Terror:  Responding to 9/11” (S); 


Nov. 25:  Thanksgiving Break

Nov. 30
Eqbal Ahmad, “Terrorism:  Theirs and Ours,”

Robert Pape, “Dying to Win:  The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism”


8.  Can Violence be Justified?
Dec. 2 

Richard Falk, “Defining a Just War” (B)

O’Brien, “The Conduct of Just and Limited War”(A)

Dec. 7

Resisting injustice:  Is there “counterviolence”?  

Readings:  Fanon, “Concerning Violence” (from The Wretched of the Earth) (A);   Jean-Paul Sartre, “Preface to Frantz Fanon’s Wretched of the Earth (S);  Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet” (A); 

Simone Weil, from “Reflections on War” (Z)   

Dec. 9

Justifying violence:  human rights interventions

Readings: David Barash, “Human Rights” (B);  Vaclav Havel, “The Politics of Responsibility” (B);  

Course requirements

Please come to every class and be prepared to discuss the assigned readings.  More than two unexcused absences is grounds for reduction of the course grade by half a grade.  Students must complete all the course requirements to receive a course grade.  


There will be four short take-home writing assignments and a course project.  Each will count 20% of the course grade.  The writing assignments will be due Sept. 28, Oct. 26, Nov. 16, and Wednesday, Dec.15 at12:45-2:45 pm (the assigned time for the course final exam).  

Semester practicum project:


In addition to the participation and the take-home writing assignments, this course presents a challenge to think about course themes beyond the usual classroom work.  The aim is to work on communicating peace and justice issues to those who are not members of this class.  In previous versions of this course, many students in small groups mounted events in MSU dorms; others explored individual projects, including working at the Lansing refugee center; last year projects were developed for the new teaching archive on the Peace and Justice Studies website, with the aim of developing new material or activity that would assist others in thinking about P&J Studies themes.  For example, a groups conducted did video interviews to assess student knowledge and attitudes about the war in Iraq, others arranged training in nonviolent direct action, others did a homelessness simulation project.  Student projects also surveyed media violence and researched nonviolence groups in the area.  

 A project might explore a concept and different ways it can be illustrated and debated.  It might explore a contemporary event or activity, or study some aspect of the University or work with a local community organization.  The idea is that this “practicum” would take something like 15 to 20 hours in the semester and would be developed from early in the semester.  A preliminary proposal for your project is due by Sept. 16.

Policy on academic freedom and integrity


Article 2.3.3 of the Academic Freedom Report states that “the student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards.”  In addition, we must follow the policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades, and in the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades, which are included in Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide.  Students who commit an act of academic dishonesty may receive a 0.0 on the assignment or in the course.

Policy on accommodations for students with disabilities


Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations.  For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY).  Please let me know if you have any concerns about policy or accommodations.
Office Hours:  Wednesdays at 4 pm, and by appointment

503 S. Kedzie Hall

355-4490                                       e-mail:  PetrsnRT@msu.edu

There is an Angel Web Site for this course. 
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