PHL 211:  Modern Philosophy

Sections 1 and 2H

Spring 2009
Bessey 304
Mondays & Wednesdays 10:20-11:40

Prof. Frederick Rauscher

rauscher@msu.edu

513 South Kedzie Hall

353-9390

Office Hours:  Mondays 12:30-2:30

We will study six important figures in modern philosophy:  Rene Descartes (1596-1650), David Hume (1711-1776), Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), Georg Friedrich Wilhelm Hegel (1770-1831), Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900), and Bertrand Russell (1872-1970).  Each figure represents a different approach taken in modern philosophy.  Thematically modern philosophy stems from the concerns of the scientific revolution to place human reasoning ability at the center of our relation to the world and definition of ourselves.  The modern philosophers struggled to balance this new emphasis on the validity of reason and the sciences with, on the one hand, traditional beliefs in God, freedom of the will, and moral values, and, on the other hand, skeptical doubts about the trustworthiness of reason itself.   Descartes thought he had succeeded, Hume thought the task impossible, Kant and Hegel faced the problems by radical revisions of our conception of reality, Nietzsche questioned the entire enterprise as an illusion of modernity, and Russell framed the issues within the confines of analysis and logic.  For each we will ask:  what is the source and nature of human knowledge?  How valid are the sciences?  Is there a God?  What is the nature of the human being?  Are there any moral and political standards?  And what are the methods, purposes, and limits of philosophy itself?  

ANGEL:

Material for this course will appear under “PHL 211 Modern Philosophy MAIN PAGE”, a merger of both sections.

Required Books:

Descartes, Selected Philosophical Writings, ed. Cottingham, Stoothoff, and Murdoch (Cambridge Univ. Press)

Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, ed. Norton and Norton (Oxford Univ. Press)

Kant, Selections, ed. Beck (Prentice-Hall)

Hegel, Selections, ed. Inwood (Prentice-Hall)

Nietzsche, Selections, ed. Schacht (Prentice-Hall)

Russell, The Problems of Philosophy (Hackett)

Schedule and Required Work:

At the end of each segment of the course we will have either a paper or an exam as follows:

Descartes:


Four page paper due February 2 (15% of course grade)

Hume:



midterm exam February 18 (20%)

Kant:



midterm exam March 18 (20%)

Hegel: 



Four page paper due April 13 (20%)

Nietzsche and Russell:  

final exam Monday May 4, 10-noon  (25%)

Topics and more information about the papers will be posted on ANGEL prior to the due date.

The exams are all essay.   They will be comprehensive, building upon each new philosopher we study.  The final exam will stress Nietzsche and Russell but will range over the entire semester’s topics.   

The course schedule is listed on the second page of this syllabus.  Detailed reading assignments will be posted on ANGEL prior to the beginning of each segment.  The detailed reading guide for the Descartes segment is already on ANGEL.  In some instances additional readings will be posted on ANGEL.
Honors Section

a.  Six additional meetings during the semester at a time to be determined, one on each of the philosophers we will discuss.  I will assign a specific topic for discussion at these meetings.  You must attend at least 4 of these meetings (this leeway takes schedule conflicts into account).  

b.  An additional paper on any topic of your choice to be approved by me.  You must set up a time to discuss your work in progress with me.  The paper can be done at any time during the semester but I strongly recommend doing it early.  Final due date for the paper is the last day of class.  The weight of assignments for Honors students is:  All papers and midterms 15% each, final exam 25%.  
Policy On Special Needs
Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for People with Disabilities to develop reasonable accommodations (353-9642 or 355-1293(TTY)).  Please notify the instructor regarding any special requirements you have.

Attendance Policy

If you miss an exam, you will not be able to make it up unless you have written proof of a legitimate reason for absence, which includes serious illness, family emergency, approved university activities, serious religious observance, and the like.  Similarly, unexcused late papers will be penalized one letter grade per day late.  For normal class meetings, attendance is your personal responsibility. 

	Spring 2009
	Monday
	Wednesday

	Week of Jan 12-14
	Introduction

Background to Modern Philosophy
	Descartes

	Week of Jan 19-21
	MLK day, NO CLASS
	Descartes

	Week of Jan 26-28
	Descartes
	Descartes

	Week of Feb 2-4
	Hume

Descartes Paper Due
	Hume

	Week of Feb 9-11
	Hume
	Hume

	Week of Feb 16-18
	Hume
	MIDTERM ONE

	Week of Feb 23-25
	Kant
	Kant

	Week of Mar 2-4
	Kant
	Kant

	Week of Mar 9-11
	SPRING BREAK NO CLASS
	SPRING BREAK NO CLASS

	Week of Mar 16-18
	Kant
	MIDTERM TWO

	Week of Mar 23-25
	Hegel
	Hegel

	Week of Ma 30-Ap 1
	Hegel
	Hegel

	Week of Apr 6-8
	Hegel
	Nietzsche

	Week of Apr 13-15
	Nietzsche
Hegel Paper Due
	Nietzsche

	Week of Apr 20-22
	Nietzsche
	Russell

	Week of Apr 27-29
	Russell
	Russell

	Week of May 4
	FINAL EXAM 
MONDAY MAY 4 10-NOON
	


