PHILOSOPHY 130: INTRODUCTION TO LOGIC

Prof. James Roper (roper@msu.edu)




Section 003
Office: 510 S. Kedzie







3 Credits

Phone: 699-5141 (Home)/355-4490 (Main PHL Off; no messages)

Classroom: C100 Wonders
Office Hrs: M, W, 5 – 6 p.m.
(& by appt.)




Times: MW, 3 – 4:20 p.m.

TA: Mr. Matt Grisko [griskoma@msu.edu]




Office: ____ S. Kedzie 

Office Phone:  







Office Hrs:  


 (Please don’t ask whether there will be a quiz on a given day.   We don't give out that info.)
TEXTS: 

Student Book Store Course Pack containing parts 1 and 3 of Massey's Rules of the Mind  
Roper, Dimensions of Informal Logic (Kendall/Hunt Publishers, 2009)

Note: 
This book will be available in October.  It will be essential to the course because I will 

be moving through this material very rapidly.  I will also be referencing the book’s exercises 
in the pop quizzes during this period.  

(Always bring the relevant parts of your course pack and/or the informal logic text  to class.)
DESCRIPTION:  Philosophy 130 combines elements of formal and informal logic.  The first part of the course uses material from a Student Bookstore Course Pack that includes Parts 1 & 3 of G.J. Massey’s Rules of the Mind.  This unique text uses what is called a “logistic system” approach to formal logic.  This is the approach favored by logicians because it makes clear that formal logic involves constructing various “artificial (ideal) languages” into which ordinary language arguments can be “translated” in order to be evaluated for validity.  This approach to formal logic is especially useful in helping students understand certain fundamental logical concepts like “validity” of arguments.    

The second part of the course is based on my new book, Dimensions of Informal Logic, which grew out of my notes and lectures in this course over many years.  This informal approach to logic is designed to help students realize certain goals  These include (1) making students more aware of the pitfalls and problems in reasoning, (2) improving their understanding of the structure of ordinary language, (3) enabling them to make better use of both formal and (especially) informal logic in their other courses—and, especially, in their daily lives, and, finally, (4) helping students to better understand the uses of reasoning to solve both their own problems and those we face as a (global) society.             

GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS:

There will be 8 to 12 "pop" quizzes.  Each will cover the day's reading and homework assignment.  The lowest (one) of your quiz scores will be dropped in computing your quiz average.  This average will count 30% of your course grade.  There will be two midterm examinations, which will each count 20% of your grade.  There will be a final examination, which will count 30% of your grade.  Grades are based on a 100-point scale:  90-100 (4), 85-89 (3.5), 80-84 (3), 75-79 (2.5), 70-74 (2), 65-69 (1.5), 60-64 (1), below 60 (0).  Grades are rounded from the tenth place, but not from the 100th place. So, for example, 79.45 is rounded to 79.0, which is a grade of 3.0.   And 79.5 rounds to 80, which is a 3.0.  I follow University guidelines regarding academic dishonesty.  See the appropriate URL.  
SYLLABUS:

Other assignments may be added or changes made during the term. 

Sept.
2     

Introduction to Course
Sept.
5

Labor Day – No Class


9       

Massey, Rules of the Mind, Sects. 1.0-1.2 (Always do homework.  It will not 


be collected but questions from the homework will show up on pop quizzes.)

Sept.
14

Massey, Sect. 1.3          

16

Massey, Sect. 1.4         

21

Massey, Sect. 1.5          


23

Massey, Sect. 1.6  Midterm Handout.
28

Massey, Sect. 1.7, pp. 95-142 (top) and Question 1, p. 155-6.            


30

FIRST MIDTERM EXAM 

Oct.
5

Massey, Sect. 1.8, pp. 157-174


7 

Massey, Sect. 1.8, pp. 174-212; Hand Back Exam 1

12 

Massey, Sect. 3.0-3.2
14

Massey, Sect. 3.3
19

Massey, Sect. 3.4

21

Massey, Sect. 3.5.  Handout on Second Exam

26

Massey, Sect. 3.8, Sect. 3.9, to p. 512.  Second Exam review

28 

SECOND MIDTERM EXAM (NOT CUMULATIVE)
Nov.
2  

Roper, Dimensions of Informal Logic, Introduction and Chs. 1 & 2.  (There 


will be a “pop” quiz today.)
4

Roper, Ch. 3.  Hand Back Exam 2.
9

Roper, Ch. 4

11
Roper, Ch. 5   
16
  
Roper, Ch. 6, Part I
18

Roper, Ch. 6, Part II  

23

Roper, Ch. 7, Part I 

25

Roper, Ch. 7, Part II 

30

Roper, Ch. 8, Part I
Dec.
2

Roper, Ch. 8, Part II; Handout on Final Exam.

7

Roper, Chs. 9 & 10
Dec.     9

Roper, 
Conclusion; Combining Informal and Formal Logic; Brief Review. 

Dec.
14 

Monday , 3 - 5 p.m., FINAL EXAMINATION,  IN REGULAR ROOM.
