Philosophy 411: Aristotle

Bessey 224





 
    Dr. Emily Katz 

Tu-Th 12:40-2:30pm





    Email: ekatz@msu.edu

Office: 520 South Kedzie (5th floor)                                

    Office Hours: Tu10am-11am,
Phil Dept. Tel:(517) 355-4490



   
    Weds. 4-5pm, or by appt.      

                                                                                                             (with 48 hours’ notice)
General Description

In his Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Hegel says of Aristotle: “he was one of the richest and deepest of all the scientific geniuses that have as yet appeared—a man whose like no later age has ever yet produced.” This semester, we will immerse ourselves in some of Aristotle’s most challenging and fascinating works, with a primary focus on his epistemology and metaphysics. Through close textual reading, seminar-style discussions and presentations, lecture, and writing, we will study key texts in which Aristotle discusses how we can know things scientifically and what this means, how we can grasp the first principles from which scientific knowledge begins, the nature of the soul, the different ways in which things can “be”, and finally the most fundamental question of all: what is the being of beings? 

Required Texts

· Metaphysics. Translated with commentaries and glossary by Hippocrates G. Apostle. Indiana University Press, 1966.

NOTE: This book must be ordered online through a used bookseller. There are more than enough copies available through abebooks.com, amazon.com, and other booksellers, and many are very reasonably priced. An email was sent out during the break about ordering this book. If you have just recently enrolled for this class, you may not have received this email. You will need to order this book immediately (i.e., today), because the first reading from this book is for class on February 2. Three weeks is more than enough time for your book to arrive, but do not delay.
· Aristotle: Selections. Translated, with Introduction, Notes, and Glossary, by Terence Irwin and Gail Fine. Hackett Publishing Company, Inc., 1995.

· A Rulebook for Arguments, Fourth Edition. By Anthony Weston. Hackett Publishing Company, Inc., 2009.
· Other required readings are posted on ANGEL
Helpful Internet Reference

The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, at plato.stanford.edu/contents.html

Assignments

(More details will be provided in Assignment Handouts)

Writing Assignments (4)

These assignments are designed to help you to build progressively towards the term paper. 

(1) Select an argument from a passage we have read. Photocopy and underline the premises and conclusion. Then write a short analysis of the argument, in which you: (a) explain how the argument works, (b) discuss the possible implications/ consequences of the argument, (c) evaluate the strength and coherence of the argument, (d) entertain one possible objection to the argument, and (e) explain how you think Aristotle might respond. Length: 400-500 words (plus photocopy). DUE in class Thursday January 26, 12:40pm.
(2) Select an argument from the scholarly article (posted on ANGEL) that we will be analyzing as a class. Photocopy, then underline and label the premises and conclusion. Then write a short analysis of the argument, in which you: (a) explain how the argument works, (b) discuss the possible implications/consequences of the argument, (c) evaluate the strength and coherence of the argument, (d) entertain one possible objection to the argument, and (e) explain how you think the author might respond. Length: 500-600 words (plus photocopy). DUE in class Thursday February 16, 12:40pm.
(3) Same as (1), but with a new passage and argument. Also, in parts (b), (c), or (d), you must make use of 1 secondary source (must be scholarly, i.e., from an academic journal or book, and must be cited correctly). Length: 400-500 words (plus photocopy). DUE in class Thursday March 22.
(4)  Abstract, outline, and annotated bibliography for term paper. DUE in class Thursday April 12, 5:00pm. Please bring two copies of this assignment to class. (For students not writing a term paper, Writing Assignment 4 will be like Writing Assignment 3.) Please retain your graded outline after it is returned to you, as it must be stapled to the final paper.
Note: All writing assignments may be submitted at any time before the assignment deadline. Work must be submitted both as a hard copy in class and emailed to the professor both as a single Word attachment and cut-and-pasted into the body of the email.

Oral Presentation (1) 

Once this semester, you will present the assigned reading to the class. Your presentation should be 10-12 minutes in length, and must perform 2 functions: 

(1) Exegesis: Explain to the class what Aristotle is saying. This exegesis is aimed at your classmates, not your professor, so a careful explanation of terms, creative examples and illustrations, use of audiovisual aides (especially diagrams), etc. are all encouraged. If you need A/V equipment, please let me know in advance. 

(2) Critique: Pinpoint and discuss at least 1 strong point made by Aristotle in the reading, and explain why you think it is strong. (Note: your reasons must be philosophical/ logical—reasons such as “it just made sense to me” or “it was well-written” don’t count.) Then raise and discuss at least 1 possible objection to the view Aristotle presents in the reading. Finally, explain how you think Aristotle might respond to your objection. (Note: you may use a secondary source for this section, but it must be properly cited.)

Presentations will be followed by a 6-8 minute Q&A session, in which your classmates and professor will discuss issues raised by your presentation and address questions to you.
After enrollment has stabilized (I will let you know), students can email me their top 3 presentation date choices/topics (please do not rank your choices). Please consult the schedule below to see when each topic will be covered, and make your choices accordingly.
Term Paper OR Final Exam (1)

If you attend class regularly (no more than 3 absences for any reason) and you turn in (and pass) all assignments, then you may choose whether to write a term paper or take the final exam. If you do not fulfill either of these conditions, then you must take a final exam (during the time scheduled for our course: Wednesday May 2, 12:45-2:45pm). I recommend doing what you must to fulfill these conditions, and writing a term paper. (Writing a term paper is a much more rewarding experience than taking an exam—and you may produce something that you can present at a conference and/or eventually publish.) I will let you know by Tuesday April 17 whether or not you qualify for writing the term paper, or must take the final exam. (It may be possible to let some students know earlier than this, depending on their attendance record. You may certainly inquire about your status before April 17.)
Note that regardless of whether you end up writing the term paper or taking the final exam, you must nevertheless complete parts (1)-(3) of the term paper project (see below).

The term paper will be on a topic of your choice (but topics must be approved). This will be a research paper, in which you will either defend your own interpretation of one of Aristotle’s views, or critique or defend a commentator’s interpretation of one of Aristotle’s views. (Note that for any of these kinds of papers, you must deal with at least two scholarly secondary sources.)

(1) There will be a two-part in-class paper-writing workshop. The first session will be Thursday March 1. To this first session, you must bring two possible paper topics and preliminary theses. This assignment must be typed and may not be submitted only by email. This is a pass/fail assignment worth 5% of your paper grade. 
(2) You must receive final approval for your paper topic by the start of class (12:40pm) on Thursday March 29. Here is how to receive approval: please send me an email explaining your topic and a tentative thesis. I will let you know within 48 hours whether or not your topic is approved. 

(3) The second session will be Thursday April 12. To this session, you must bring two copies of Writing Assignment 4. This assignment may not be submitted only by email. Attendance will be taken for both paper-writing workshop class sessions. 

Note: The term paper is due Wednesday May 2 by 4:00pm. You may drop off the hard copy at my office (S. Kedzie 520) between 3:00 and 4:00pm. The term paper may be submitted at any time before the deadline. It must be submitted both as a hard copy and emailed to the professor both as a Word attachment and cut-and-pasted into the body of the email.

Participation
(A)  Class Contribution

Because this will be a relatively small class, active participation in class discussion is essential. You are expected to attend class regularly (no more than 3 absences), and you are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the reading.

(B) Discussion Questions (2)

For every class (until student presentations begin), two students will prepare two discussion questions each, which they will read and briefly reflect on in class. These must be typed and turned in to the professor at the beginning of class (print 2 copies—1 to turn in and 1 from which to read). Discussion questions will be assigned after enrollment has stabilized. There are no make-up discussion questions.
The assignment is to raise and briefly reflect on two questions you have for Aristotle. Make one question about what he means (e.g., the meaning of a term, the point of an argument), and make one an evaluative/critical question about the strength or weakness of his argument.

(C) Reading Quizzes (5)

Throughout the semester, there will be 5 unannounced quizzes on the assigned reading. Each time, you will be asked to summarize the reading in as much detail as possible in ½ page-1 page (handwritten in class). You will have 5 minutes to complete the quiz, and you may consult your reading notes, but not the text. The purpose of these quizzes is to motivate you to keep up with the reading, and to take careful reading notes—it is extremely important that you come to each class prepared. The quizzes are graded out of 2: you receive a 2 if your answer demonstrates that you have read carefully, a 1 if your answer does not show that you have read carefully, and a 0 if your answer shows that you have not done the reading (or if you are absent). The lowest quiz score will be dropped at the end of the semester.

Grade Breakdown



Grading Scale

• Participation: 20% 



93-100%  Superior 

-Reading quizzes (8%) 

90-92%    Excellent

-Discussion Questions (4%)

87-89%    Very Good 

-Class contribution (8%)

83-86%    Good 

• Writing Assignments: 25%


80-82%    Better than Average


#1 (5%)



77-79%    Average 

 
#2 (5%)



73-76%    Satisfactory 

 
#3 (5%)



70-72%    Slightly less than Satisfactory    


#4 (10%)



67-69%    Less than Satisfactory

• Oral Presentation: 20% 


63-66%    Meets Minimum Requirements


• Term Paper or Final Exam: 35%

60-62%    Absolute Borderline






0-59%      Fails to Fulfill Requirements (F)
Final grade will be converted to 4 point scale as follows:
93.0-100% = 4.0






87.0-92.9% = 3.5

82.0-86.9% = 3.0

77.0-81.9% = 2.5

72.0-76.9% = 2.0

66.0-71.9% = 1.5

60.0-65.9% = 1.0

0-59.9% = 0.0 (F)

(Note: Grades will only be rounded up when calculating the final grade, and only 1 decimal place will be counted. E.g., a final grade of 86.95% will be rounded up to 87.0%, which is a 3.5 on the 4-point scale)

Some Important Class Policies

• Preparation for Class
You are expected to come to each class prepared to discuss the readings. These readings are relatively (and deceptively) short in length, but they are dense. You will need to read them several times and take careful reading notes (perhaps even drawing diagrams and tables) in order to understand them well enough to discuss them. Plan your time accordingly. Note that at the undergraduate level, students should expect to spend at least 3 hours studying outside of class for every hour in class. Since this is a 4 credit-hour course, this means that you should spend 11-12 hours per week preparing for this class, or 5-6 hours per class session.
•Appropriate Behavior:

Please be respectful of your classmates and your professor. Examples of disrespectful behavior include, but are not limited to: 
-persistently speaking without being recognized or interrupting other speakers
-engaging in side conversations while the professor or another student is speaking
-sleeping in class

-working on assignments for other classes during a lecture or student presentation

-in general, any behavior that distracts other students around you and/or disrupts the class 
If you engage in any of these inappropriate behaviors, I will give you one private warning. The second time, I will ask you to leave the room. Please note that polite expression of disagreement during times when discussion is permitted is not considered disruptive behavior.
•Punctuality:

Please be on time for class. When reading quizzes are given, they will take place at the start of class; if you are late, you may not have time to take the quiz. If you must leave early, notify me before class starts and sit by the door. If you are habitually late, I will give you a private warning. If you continue to be late after the warning, I will no longer admit you to class after it has begun.

•Cell Phones:

If you have a cell phone or other communication device with you, it must be turned off before you enter the classroom. Text messaging/emailing is not permitted during the lecture.
•Laptop Policy:

In-class laptop use is permitted, but only for taking lecture notes. Checking email or Facebook, consulting webpages, etc. are not permitted. These actions are distracting to students seated around you, and have been shown to have a negative effect on the learning environment. If the professor notes that you are using your laptop (or iPhone, or other such device) for any purpose other than note-taking during the lecture, this will result in a loss of 1 class contribution point (each time this occurs).
•Attendance: 
While I do not subtract points for individual absences, you are expected to attend all classes and I will note absences. Remember that participation is 20% of your grade (including 8% for reading quizzes and 8% for class contribution). Students who miss more than 3 classes (for any reason) must take a final exam. You are responsible for keeping up with the readings and other assignments at all times, even if you must miss class. If you miss a lecture, you should get notes from a classmate. After you have reviewed your classmate’s notes, I will be happy to meet with you during office hours to answer your questions about the lecture.

•Missed Reading Quiz:

As noted above, you are expected to attend all classes. However, I understand that you may on rare occasions be unable to attend. For this reason, I only count 4 out of the 5 reading quizzes given during the semester. There will be no make-ups for reading quizzes.

•Missed Discussion Question or Presentation

No make-ups are allowed.

•Late Work: 
Both the electronic and the paper copy of your writing assignments and term paper must be submitted by their respective deadline dates and times. Late work will only receive half marks (for example, an 80% paper will receive a 40% grade). Please plan accordingly. If you have a sudden emergency or illness that prevents you from submitting your work, and you notify me immediately, you may take an additional 48 hours beyond the deadline date and time to submit your work. 

• Extra Credit
There will be no extra credit assignments offered to any students.

•Office Hours
I am always happy to meet with you about your questions and concerns. My office hours are for your benefit—please take advantage of them. If you have a class or work conflict with my office hours, I can meet with you at another time provided you make your request at least 2 work days in advance (48 hours). 

•Email Contact
It is your responsibility as a student to make sure that your email account is working properly, so that you receive class emails and so that the emails you send your professor are received. I check class email from 9am-6pm Monday through Friday. 

•Religious Obligations:

If your religious obligations conflict with scheduled assignments, and you let me know ahead of time, I will make alternative arrangements for you. Please provide a short note specifying your religious affiliation, the obligation in question, and corresponding activities.

•Students with Disabilities: 
Michigan State University is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and activities. Requests for accommodations by persons with disabilities may be made by contacting the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities at 517-884-RCPD or on the web at rcpd.msu.edu. Once your eligibility for an accommodation has been determined, you will be issued a verified individual services accommodation (“VISA”) form. Please present this form to me at the start of the term and/or two weeks prior to the accommodation date (test, project, etc). Requests received after this date will be honored whenever possible.

•Academic Integrity: 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class. This includes all forms of plagiarism, cheating in class, and knowingly assisting others in either of these. It also includes turning in work for this class that was completed for another class. When you cheat, you are lying to your professor and the university, and stealing from other students who have earned their grades. I will follow the university’s Academic Integrity Policy in all such matters. Specifically, if you are found to be guilty of academic dishonesty, you will receive a penalty grade (0 on the assignment), I will submit a report to the dean of your program (which will stay in your electronic folder), and you will be required to attend a course on academic integrity. You will also face the possibility of further disciplinary action (such as suspension from the class, your program, or he university). More information about MSU’s academic integrity policy may be found at <https://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/honestylinks.html> In order to avoid any unfortunate misunderstandings, it is your responsibility always to include in your written work and oral presentations proper references to any and all secondary sources that you have cited or consulted, including web pages. If in doubt, consult with me before submitting your work.

Tentative Schedule

(subject to change)

Tuesday 1/10 

Topics: Course Introduction (historical context and overview of texts), syllabus review, how to read Aristotle

Thursday 1/12
Reading Assignment for Today: “Arguments” (on ANGEL), Posterior Analytics 1.1-3 (stop at 72b24) and 1.4 (textbook)
Topics: Arguments, demonstrative knowledge, some knowledge is not demonstrative  

Tuesday 1/17
Reading Assignment for Today: Excerpts from Topics 4.2 and 4.6 (on ANGEL); Topics 6.4 just until 142a16 (in your textbook); Metaphysics Z.12 1037b30-1038a35 (textbook); Posterior Analytics 2.5 (ANGEL), 2.9-10 (textbook), excerpt from 2.13 (ANGEL) and 2.19 (textbook) 

Topics: definition, scientific knowledge/episteme, indemonstrable first principles, understanding/nous, conditions for a genuine definition, different types of priority and intelligibility 

Thursday 1/19
Reading Assignment for Today: Nicomachean Ethics 6.3 and 6.6 (textbook), Topics 1.1-3 (textbook), “Dialectic” (on ANGEL)

 Topics: scientific knowledge/episteme and understanding/nous, dialectical deduction and its use in the sciences

Tuesday 1/24
Reading Assignment for Today: Categories 2-5 and 12-13 (textbook) 
Topics: the 10 categories of being, substance, the different kinds of priority and simultaneity

Thursday 1/26
*Due Today: Writing Assignment 1*
Reading Assignment for Today: Physics 1.1, 1.7, 2.1-3 (textbook)
Topics: learning, coming-to-be, “nature”, matter and form, the four causes

Tuesday 1/31
Thursday 2/2
Reading Assignment for Today: De Anima 2.1-5 (for 2.4, read only up to line 416a19), 3.4-5 and 3.10 (textbook)
Topics: Substance and the definition of soul, the parts of the soul, soul as cause, perception, understanding and the intellect, how action/motion is produced, introduction to the Metaphysics (overview and aims)
Tuesday 2/7
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Α (Note: all of the following readings from the Metaphysics are found in Apostle’s translation and commentary)
Topics: Learning, a science of first principles/causes, the history of the problem of first principles/causes before Plato, Plato’s first causes, material first causes, mathematical objects as first causes, critique of Plato’s Forms
Thursday 2/9
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics α and B.1-2

Topics: the study of philosophy, there must be a first and last cause, all causes refer to formal cause, the method of inquiry for a science of being, problems about the scope of the science of being

Tuesday 2/14
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Book Β.3-6 and Γ.1-2

Topics: Statement of the problems (continued), being is said in many ways, first philosophy studies being qua being, being and the One

Thursday 2/16
*Due Today: Writing Assignment 2*

Reading Assignment for Today: Excerpts from Bolton’s article (posted on ANGEL) and document entitled Phainomena (ANGEL)
Topics: The role of dialectic, what to do with scholarly articles

WHAT IS A SCHOLARLY SOURCE?

Tuesday 2/21
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Book Γ.3-6, Δ.1-6 
Topics: The Law of Non-Contradiction, argument against relativism, the Law of Excluded Middle, equivocal terms (esp. cause, necessity, and unity)

Thursday 2/23
RESEARCH LIBRARIAN (Scholarly articles: how to find them) 

Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Book Δ.6-30
Topics: More equivocal terms (esp. being, substance, priority and posteriority, potency, “in virtue of which”, and accident)

Tuesday 2/28
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Book Ε
Topics: What is the object of the science of being qua being?

Thursday 3/1
*Due Today: 2 possible paper topics and 2 preliminary theses* BRING TO CLASS*

PAPER-WRITING WORKSHOP, PART I 

Topics: Selecting a topic, types of philosophy papers, preliminary research, coming up with a thesis, outlining your argument. 

Group work: critique each others’ theses and try to strengthen them through exploratory discussion 

NOTE: attendance will be taken today

SPRING BREAK 3/5-3/9
Tuesday 3/13 
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Ζ.1-6

Topics: Overview of Ζ-Η-Θ, substance as substratum, substance as essence

Thursday 3/15
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Ζ.7-12

Topics: Substance as essence, coming-to-be, wholes and parts

Tuesday 3/20
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Ζ.13-17

Topics: Substance as universal, substances cannot be comprised of actual substances, substance as principle and cause

Thursday 3/22
*Due Today: Writing Assignment 3*

Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Η
Topics: Why material explanations are insufficient, all 4 causes have to do with form, the unity of form

Tuesday 3/27
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Θ.1-5
Topics: The different kinds of potentiality and actuality 

Thursday 3/29
LAST DAY FOR APPROVAL OF PAPER TOPICS (12:40pm) 
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Θ.6-10 

Topics: Actuality is prior to potentiality, truth and falsity 

Tuesday 4/3
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Ι
Topics: Unity, contrariety, equality, plurality, otherness, the destructible and indestructible

Thursday 4/5
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Κ
Topics: problems, how the sciences are divided, accidental being, motion and change, the infinite, togetherness and separateness

Tuesday 4/10
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Λ.1-5 (Apostle) and Physics 8.5 (Irwin & Fine textbook)
Topics: separate substances, causes and principles of sensible substances, sensible imperishables 

Thursday 4/12
*Due Today: Writing Assignment 4* BRING TWO COPIES TO CLASS*

PAPER-WRITING WORKSHOP, PART II
Group work: exchange and critique abstracts and outlines

NOTE: attendance will be taken today

Tuesday 4/17
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Λ.6-10
Topics: unmoved movers, the first unmoved mover, problems with holding other views, background on Plato, Platonists, and the “unwritten doctrines”

Thursday 4/19
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Μ.1-9 (stop at 1086a20)
Topics: Overview of M-N, there are no mathematical substances, the true nature of mathematical objects, critique of Platonic forms

Tuesday 4/24
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Μ.9 1086a20-N.2
Topics: Critique of Platonist first principles
Thursday 4/26: Last Class Session
Reading Assignment for Today: Metaphysics Ν.3-6
Topics: Forms and numbers are not causes and principles of other things

*
*
*
*

Wednesday 5/2

-FINAL EXAM (for those not writing a term paper) 
From 12:45-2:45pm, in our regular classroom
-Term paper drop-off (for those not taking the final exam)

Bring your paper to my office, South Kedzie 520. Please staple your graded outline to the final paper. Electronic copy of paper (both cut-and-pasted into body of email and attached as a Word doc) must also be emailed to me by the deadline.
