PHL 340 - Ethics

314 Berkey Hall

M-W 3:00-4:20

Hilde Lindemann
hlinde@msu.edu

516 South Kedzie Hall


   Office hours: M 8:00-10:00 or as you need me

In this course we are going to think systematically and carefully about the big ethical questions: How should I live? What is the right thing for me to do? What do others need to do so that I can be who I should be? In particular, we’ll be studying the formal, systematic attempts have been made to organize what we know about how we ought to live or what we ought to do. We will pay particular attention to Immanuel Kant’s foundational moral theory, not only because it’s beautiful, but because it’s good to think about how Kant might have gotten it wrong.

Required texts for the course are Russ Shafer-Landau, The Ethical Life: Fundamental Readings in Ethics and Moral Problems, Oxford University Press 2010; and Immanuel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, ed. Mary Gregor, Cambridge University Press 1998.

This class offers you the opportunity to refine a skill you have been developing since you were a young child: that of moral reflection. You will learn how to argue effectively for your own views and how, with the help of your classmates, to be critical of your own opinions. This can be done only with practice, which is why the course is oriented around discussion. You will be expected to take an active role in these discussions, but if you are to derive any benefit from them, you MUST DO THE READING. To help you stay on top of the assignments, you’ll be asked, roughly once a week, either to write a 1-page reflection on a particular assignment or to take a 5-question quiz on it. These can’t be turned in late or made up after the fact, but I will drop the lowest grade, and your average grade will constitute half of your overall grade.

The other half of your grade is earned by writing a final paper. This is due several weeks before the end of the term, so that if you crash and burn on the first attempt, there is time to redeem yourself: if you aren’t satisfied with the grade you receive, you can rewrite it with the help of my comments and I’ll give you whatever grade you earn on the second try. You’ll pick some ethical issue that interests you, give reasons in support of your opinion, offer a thoughtful objection to your position, and answer the objection.


Honors students can earn Honors credit by signing up to give a 20-minute in-class presentation of one of the readings. This should be written up in your best style, to be handed in to me afterward, and it consists of an intelligent summary of the reading and a critical assessment, along with some questions to facilitate class discussion. Some of the readings are too short for this to work well, so I will give you a sign-up sheet of readings to choose from. 


Ordinary forms of politeness will be observed: you are expected to come to class prepared, to arrive on time, and not to slip out early, text, or surf the Web. Attendance is required, and while I’m happy to be reasonable about this, excessive absences will be reflected in your grade. Please let me know via e-mail if you will not be in class on a given day. 

Calendar

M, Jan. 11. Getting organized. “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas”

W, Jan. 13. EL 10-30: Epicurus, Mill, Huxley
M, Jan. 18. MLK Day. Class does not meet.

W, Jan. 20. EL 31-57: Nozick, Taylor, Kazez
M, Jan. 25. EL 60-69, 83-93: Smart, Hobbes
W, Jan. 27. EL 142-160, Hume, Mackie
M. Feb. 1. Groundwork, Introduction
W, Feb. 3. Groundwork, Section I
M, Feb. 8. Groundwork, Section II
W, Feb. 10. Groundwork, Section III
M., Feb. 15. EL 94-116: Foot, Aristotle

W, Feb. 17. EL 117-39: Ross, Lindemann

M, Feb. 22. EL 161-176: Harman, Midgley [catfire]
W, Feb. 24. EL 177-96: Smith, Bambrough

M, Mar. 1. EL 200-207: Singer, criticisms of utilitarianism
W, Mar. 3. EL 208-17: Malm, pregnancy
Spring Break

M, Mar. 15. EL 218-27, Dworkin, moral luck
W, Mar. 17. EL 228-33: Rachels, euthanasia
M, Mar. 22. EL 234-256: Harris, Singer
W, Mar. 24. Writing day. Class does not meet.

M, Mar. 29. EL 257-65: Baxter, Garrett Hardin, “Tragedy of the Commons” (I will email to you)
W, Mar. 31. EL 266-88: Thomson, Marquis

M, Apr. 5. EL 289-302: Bennett, integrity
W, Apr. 7. PAPER DRAFTS DUE. In-class workshop.

M, Apr. 12. EL 303-321: Walzer, Luban
W, Apr. 14. PAPERS DUE. In-class case study.

M, Apr. 19. EL 334-53: Primoratz, Nathanson
W, Apr. 21. EL 322-33, 354-67: King, Huemer
M, Apr. 26. EL 368-88: Corvino, Steinbock

W, Apr. 28. EL 389-408: LaFolette, English
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