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Philosophy asks the big questions—the ones about the meaning of life, the existence of God, and why there is something rather than nothing. What is freedom? How can I know you have a mind like mine? What makes words hook up to things in the world? What’s my relationship to my five-year-old self? What’s the right thing to do? In this course we examine some of these questions, and you learn constructive ways of thinking about the topics these questions raise. 

The text for this course is Bowie, Michaels, and Solomon, ed., Twenty Questions: An Introduction to Philosophy, 6th edition (be sure you get the right edition!). Preparation for class consists mainly in reading the assignments carefully enough so that you can contribute meaningfully to class discussion, offer solid reasons for what you think, and defend your views against possible objections. To help you keep up with the reading, I’ll give you occasional short quizzes. These will make up a fourth of your grade.

Another fourth of your grade is a team project. I’ll divide you all into 10 teams of roughly 5 people each. Your team is your discussion group, but it is also your working group for the poster you’ll present to the class. Each team will be assigned one reading from the textbook, the content of which you will turn into a poster. Here’s where you get creative—you’ll use your imagination to illustrate and display the ideas in the reading as colorfully as possible. For example, your poster could be a “Jeopardy!” board, where you pit the other teams against each other and reward the ones that come up with the most correct answers. Or it could be a working model of something in the article, or it could be a backdrop for a skit in which you act out the philosophical problem in the article. Let yourselves go—but remember to convey the content of the article accurately. Your poster presentation is accompanied by a short write-up in which you explain which team member did what, and say whether anybody failed to do her or his fair share of the work.
The other half of your grade is the midterm paper. This should be about 6-8 pages long, and in it, you’ll pick some topic in philosophy that interests you, take a stance on it, giving good reasons for why we should think about it that way, offer a thoughtful objection to your own position, and answer the objection. 


Attendance is required, and while I’m happy to be reasonable about this, excessive absences will be reflected in your grade. Ordinary forms of politeness will be observed: you are expected to come to class prepared, to arrive on time, not to slip out early, not to text or websurf, and to turn off your cell phones. Please let me know via e-mail if you will not be in class on a given day.

Calendar

T, Jan. 10. Getting organized. “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas”

Th, Jan. 12. Does God exist? Anselm 43, Aquinas 45, Hume 50, Dostoevsky 55

T, Jan. 16. What is scientific knowledge? Kuhn 84, Popper 91

Th, Jan. 19. More on science. Keller 98, Feynman 105, Harding 111

T, Jan. 24. What’s wrong with creationism? Kitcher 134, Dennett 154

Th, Jan. 26. What’s the connection between mind and body? Descartes 163, Ryle 167

T. Jan. 31. More on bodies and minds. Searle 180, Spelman 185

Th, Feb. 2. What do we know? Plato 205, Descartes 207, Carroll 211, Locke 214

T, Feb. 7. Do we need language in order to think? Wittgenstein 231, Whorf 237

Th, Feb. 9. More on language. Pinker 246, Ross 255, Carroll 262

T, Feb. 14. Hilde is in the Netherlands. Class does not meet.

Th, Feb. 16. When do I stop being me? Perry 269, Locke 283, De Beauvoir 300

T, Feb. 21. What are emotions? Aristotle 315, Hume 321, Baier 329, Plato 339 

Th, Feb. 23. Are fetuses persons? Thomson 351, D. Callahan 372

T, Feb. 28. What’s the meaning of death? Plato 381, Nagel 384, Rachels 389 (Team 1)

Th, Mar. 1. No Exit. Readers Theatre

Spring Break

T, Mar. 13. What’s going on morally in war? Arendt 412, Falk 421, Card 428 (Team 2)

Th, Mar. 15. What’s racism? Sartre 435, Thomas 437, DuBois 441, Appiah 445 (Team 3)

T, Mar. 20. In-class workshop for midterm paper drafts.

Th, Mar. 22. Writing day. Class does not meet.

T, Mar. 27. MIDTERM PAPERS DUE. What’s wrong with egoism? Plato 461, Epicurus 464, Hobbes 466, Rachels 476 
Th, Mar. 29. What is sexism? Mill 492, Frye 499 (Team 4)

T, Apr. 3. What’s morality? Aristotle 524, Kant 532 

Th, Apr. 5. More on morality. Mill 536, Ayer 542, Bennett 546 (Team 6)

T, Apr. 10. What makes good art good? Aristotle 560, Hume 561, Adorno & Horkheimer 572 (Team 7)

Th, Apr. 12. Are we free agents? Aristotle 591, Nietzsche 595, Sartre 604, Young 616 (Team 8)

T, Apr. 17. What is justice? Plato 621, Hobbes 624, Mill 628 (Team 9)

Th, Apr. 19. More on justice. Rawls 632, Nozick 637, Singer 644, Calhoun 657 

T, Apr. 24. What’s good business? Smith 665, Marx & Engels 669, Solomon 690 (Team 5)

Th Apr. 26. You know everything already by now. Class does not meet.

