IAH 207 (sections 043-050)



Professor: Dr. Emily Katz

Philosophy and Science Fiction
    

Contact: ekatz@msu.edu

Fall 2011
Office Hours: Tues 1:30-2:30 T, Weds.

Wells Hall B117
10-11 (or by appointment) at

S. Kedzie 520 (5th floor)

General Description

Fiction allows us to imagine counterfactual worlds. Most fiction does not posit worlds with dramatically different physical and technological realities than our own. But science fiction alters these basic facts about the world. It allows us to conduct vivid ethical, cultural, and psychological thought experiments. This makes it an ideal introduction to basic philosophical questions, such as: What makes us uniquely human? Can I know that the external world exists? What is my personal identity—my brain, my body, or my soul? Are all or even some of my actions freely chosen? We will explore these and other questions about humanity, reality, personal identity, and freedom through science fiction stories, movies, television shows, and philosophical texts. 

Required Texts
• Schneider, Susan (ed.). Science Fiction and Philosophy, 1st Edition. Wiley-Blackwell (ISBN: 9781405149075)

• Weston, Anthony. A Rulebook for Arguments, 4th Edition. Hackett (0872209547)

• Harvey, Gordon. Writing with Sources: A Guide for Students, 2nd Edition. Hackett (ISBN: 9780872209442)
• All other required readings are on the course ANGEL page. (To access this page: Go to angel.msu.edu. In the “Log On” box, select “MSU NetID Account”, then click “Proceed”.  On the next screen, enter your username and password, then click “log in”. Our course is PHL IAH 207. Click on the “Lessons” tab to access required readings.

Assignments
Recitation Assignments: Please consult your recitation section syllabus for details.

Midterm Exam: There will be a midterm exam. It will cover Unit 1, Unit 2, and Chapters I-VI of Weston’s Rulebook for Arguments. The midterm will include multiple choice, short answer, and 1 (2-3 page) essay question (you will be given a choice of 2 possible essay topics on the exam, and 4 possible topics before the exam). No notes of any kind are allowed in the exam. Backpacks, phones, and all belongings except for pens and exam booklets must be placed on the floor. Backpacks must be zipped closed. Hats (including baseball caps) must be removed and placed in backpacks. Jackets must be removed and hung on the student’s chair. Once the exam begins, the TAs and professor will circulate. At this time, any student found to violate any of these rules will be asked to leave and receive a grade of “0” on the exam.

Term Paper: You will write one 8-10 page paper. You will have a choice of several topics, but you must write on one of these topics. (Please note that 8-10 pages means: double-spaced, Times New Roman 12-point font, regular margins, no extra spacing between paragraphs, no headers, and page 1 begins at the top of the page under a 1-line title.) The term paper is due at 3:00pm Tuesday December 6.
Final Exam: The final exam is cumulative. It will include multiple choice, short answer, and 2 (2-3 page) essay questions. (You will be given a choice of 4 possible essay topics on the exam, and 6 possible choices before the exam). No notes of any kind are allowed in the exam. Backpacks, phones, and all belongings except for pens and exam booklets must be placed on the floor. Backpacks must be zipped closed. Hats (including baseball caps) must be removed and placed in backpacks. Jackets must be removed and hung on the student’s chair. Once the exam begins, the TAs and professor will circulate. At this time, any student found to violate any of these rules will be asked to leave and receive a grade of “0” on the exam.

Grading
Midterm: 15%
Paper: 20%
Final Exam: 25%

Lecture Attendance: 10%
Recitation Grade: 30%
•  TOTAL 100%
Grading Scale

93-100  
4.0

Superior/Excellent Work
85-92.9 
3.5 

Very Good
80-84.9 
3.0

Good

75-79.9

2.5

Better than Average

70-74.9

2.0

Satisfactory/Slightly less than satisfactory
65-69.9 
1.5

Less than Satisfactory

60-64.9 
1.0

Meets Absolute Minimum Requirements

0-59.9    
0.0

Fails to Meet Minimum Requirements
Some Important Class Rules and Policies
•Attendance: 
You are expected to attend every class session, but 2 unexcused absences from lectures will be permitted. (Note that you may have another attendance policy for your recitation section; please consult your recitation syllabus for details.) An attendance sheet will be passed around at the beginning of class; please sign (legibly) next to your name. You are responsible for keeping up with the readings and other assignments at all times, even if you must miss class. If you miss a lecture, you should get notes from a classmate. After you have reviewed your classmate’s notes, I will be happy to meet with you during office hours to answer your questions about the lecture.
•Appropriate Behavior:
Please be respectful of your classmates, your professor, and your TAs. Examples of disrespectful behavior include, but are not limited to: 
-persistently speaking without being recognized or interrupting other speakers
-engaging in side conversations while the instructor or another student is speaking
-shopping online, checking email, IM-ing or texting during lecture
-sleeping in class

-working on assignments for other classes during lecture

-walking out of the room at any point before the end of the lecture without notifying the professor before class begins
-in general, any behavior that distracts other students around you and/or disrupts the class 
If you engage in any of these inappropriate behaviors, I will give you one private warning (I will ask you to stay after class, or send you an email). The second time, I will email you after class to let you know that you have been counted absent for that day (and so lost participation points). Please note that polite expression of disagreement during times when discussion is permitted is not considered disruptive behavior.
•Punctuality:

Please be on time for class. If you must leave early, notify me before class starts and sit by the door. If you are habitually late, I will give you a private warning. If you continue to be late after the warning, I will no longer admit you to class after 3:00. This will count as an absence.

•Cell Phones, etc.:

If you have a cell phone or other communication device with you, it must be turned off before you enter the classroom. 

•Final Examination Policy:
The University’s official policy is: “No student should be required to take more than two examinations during any one day of the final examination period. Students who have more than two examinations scheduled during a particular day during the final examination period may take their class schedules to the Academic Students Affairs Office in their colleges for assistance in arranging for an alternate time for one of the three examinations.”  

•Late Assignments: 
Both the electronic and the paper copy of your term paper must be submitted by 3:00pm on the due date. If you submit your work at any time after 3:00pm on the due date, you will receive only half marks. (For example, an 80% paper will receive a 40% grade.) Please plan accordingly.
•Office Hours: 

I am always happy to meet with you about your questions and concerns. My office hours are for your benefit—please take advantage of them. If you have a class or work conflict with my office hours, I will be happy to meet with you at another time provided you make your request at least 2 work days in advance. 

•Email Contact
It is your responsibility as a student at MSU to make sure that your email account is working properly, so that you receive class emails and so that the emails you send your professor and TAs are received. I check class email from 9am-5pm M-F. I do not check class email on Saturdays or Sundays. 

•Religious Obligations:

If your religious obligations conflict with a scheduled assignment, and you let me know at least two weeks ahead of time, I will make alternative arrangements for you. Please provide a note specifying your religious affiliation, the obligation in question, and corresponding activities.

•Students with Disabilities: 
Michigan State University is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and activities. Requests for accommodations by persons with disabilities may be made by contacting the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities at 517-884-RCPD or on the web at rcpd.msu.edu. Once your eligibility for an accommodation has been determined, you will be issued a verified individual services accommodation (“VISA”) form. Please present this form to me at the start of the term and/or two weeks prior to the accommodation date (test, project, etc). Requests received after this date will be honored whenever possible.
•Online SIRS
Michigan State University takes seriously the opinion of students in the evaluation of the effectiveness of instruction and has implemented the Student Instructional Rating System (SIRS) to gather student feedback (http://rateyourclass.msu.edu/). This course utilizes the online SIRS system, and you will receive an e-mail during the last two weeks of class asking you to fill out the SIRS web form at your convenience. In addition, participation in the online SIRS system involves grade sequestration, which means that the final grade for this course will not be accessible on STUINFO during the week following the submission of grades for this course unless the SIRS online form has been completed. Alternatively, you have the option on the SIRS website to decline to participate in the evaluation of the course. We hope, however, that you will be willing to give us your frank and constructive feedback so that we may instruct students even better in the future.  If you access the online SIRS website and complete the online SIRS form or decline to participate, you will receive the final grade in this course as usual once final grades are submitted.

Academic Integrity: 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class. This includes all forms of plagiarism, lying to the professor (or TAs), cheating in class, and knowingly assisting others in either of these. When you cheat, you are lying to your professor and the university, and stealing from other students who have earned their grades. I will follow the university’s Academic Integrity Policy in all such matters. Specifically, if you are found to be guilty of academic dishonesty, you will receive a penalty grade (0 on the assignment), I will submit a report to the dean of your program (which will stay in your electronic folder), and you will be required to attend a course on academic integrity. You will also face the possibility of further disciplinary action (such as suspension from the class, your program, or he university). More information about MSU’s academic integrity policy may be found at <https://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/honestylinks.html> In order to avoid any unfortunate misunderstandings, it is your responsibility always to include in your written work and oral presentations proper references to any and all secondary sources that you have cited or consulted, including web pages. If in doubt, consult with me before submitting your paper.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF READINGS

This schedule is subject to change. The most recent version will be posted on ANGEL. Please check the version posted on ANGEL if you miss a class and need to know what you should read for the following class.

WEEK 1

Thurs Sept 1: Lecture 

Today’s Topic: Course introduction

Readings for Tuesday: 

John Pollock, “A Brain in a Vat” (SFAP 17-19) 

Friday Sept 2: Recitations 

Unit 1. Is it all a dream?

Illusion, Reality, and Knowledge

WEEK 2

Tuesday 6: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Are you a brain in a vat? Readings for Thursday:

Robert Heinlein, “They” (ANGEL)


Excerpt from Descartes’ The Meditations on First Philosophy (SFAP pp. 28-32)

Thursday 8: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Skepticism Reading for Tuesday: 

Michael Huemer, “The Lure of Radical Skepticism” (ANGEL)

Fri 9: Recitations

WEEK 3

Tuesday 13: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Skepticism (continued)

Reading for Thursday: 

Roderick Chisholm, “The Problem of the Criterion” (ANGEL)


Thursday 15: Lecture

Today’s Topic: How do you know what you know? 

Reading for Tuesday:

Sheila Lintott, “Epistemology at 20,000 feet” 

WEEK 4

Tuesday 20: Lecture

Today’s Topics: Theories of truth and knowledge 

Reading for Tuesday: 

James Cornman, Keith Lehrer, and George Pappas, “An Analysis of Knowledge” (ANGEL)


Edmund Gettier, “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?” (ANGEL)

Thursday 22: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Theories of truth and knowledge (continued)

Reading for Tuesday: 

Excerpts from Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake (ANGEL)

Fri 23: Recitations

Unit 2. Oh, the humanity!

Persons vs. Machines

WEEK 5

Tuesday 27: Lecture 

Today’s Topics: The status of genetically modified animals

Reading for Thursday:

John R. Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs” (ANGEL)

Thursday 29: Lecture

Today’s Topics: Computers and understanding

Reading for Tuesday: 

Isaac Asimov, “Robot Dreams” (SFAP pp. 117-121)

Fri 30: Recitations

WEEK 6

Tuesday Oct 4: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Robots and consciousness 

Reading for Thursday: 

Daniel Dennett, “Consciousness in Human and Robot Minds” (SFAP 186-199)

Thursday 6: Lecture 

Today’s Topics: Robots and consciousness (continued)

Readings for Tuesday: 


Andy Clark, “Cyborgs Unplugged” (SFAP 170-185)

Fri 7: Recitations

WEEK 7

Tuesday 11: Lecture

Today’s Topics: Cyborgs—what are they? Are you a cyborg?

Reading for Thursday:

Ray Kurvweil, “Superintelligence and Singularity” (SFAP 201-213)

Thursday 13: Lecture

Today’s Topic: The case for merging mind and machine

Readings for Tuesday: 

Ray Bradbury, “The Veldt” ( ANGEL)
Nicholas Carr, “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” (ANGEL) 

Plato, Phaedrus (excerpt) (ANGEL)

Fri 14: Recitations

WEEK 8

Tuesday 18: Lecture

Today’s Topic: The case against merging mind and machine

Reading for Thursday: 

Prepare for review session

Thursday 20: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Midterm review session

Reading for Tuesday:


Prepare for midterm

Fri 21: Recitations

WEEK 9

Tuesday 25: MIDTERM EXAM
Reading for Thursday:


None—take a breather  

Unit 3. Who am I?

Personal Identity and the Self

Thursday 27: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Who are you? 

Readings for Tuesday:

Frederik Pohl and C.M. Kornbluth, “ The Meeting”.

John Perry, “Will Tommy Vladek Survive?”

Fri 28: Recitations

WEEK 10

Tuesday Nov 1: Lecture

Today’s Topic: What will happen to Tommy? 

Reading for Thursday:

C.L. Moore, “No Woman Born” (ANGEL) 

Thursday 3: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Is Deidre still Deirdre? Is Deidre still human? 

Reading for Tuesday:


Ray Kurzweil, “Who am I? What am I?” SFAP 99-102


Excerpt from Robert J. Sawyer’s Mindscan (ANGEL)

Fri 4: Recitations

WEEK  11

Tuesday 8: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Are you a pattern? Can this pattern be transferred? 

Reading for Thursday:


Divided Minds and the Nature of Persons (Derek Parfit) SFAP 91-98

Thursday 10: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Is the “self” an illusion?

Readings for Tuesday: 

TBA

Fri 11: Recitations

WEEK  12

Tuesday 15: Lecture

Today’s Topic: The “self” apart from society

Readings for Thursday:


Thomas Davis, “Please Don’t Tell Me How the Story Ends” (ANGEL)

Robert Blatchford, “The Delusion of Free Will” (ANGEL)
Unit  4. How free am I?

Determinism, Free Will, and Moral Responsibility

Thursday 17: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Determinism  

Michael Huemer “Free Will and Determinism in the World of Minority Report” SFAP 103-111

Fri 18: Recitations

WEEK 13

Tuesday 22: Lecture 

Today’s Topic: Determinism and moral responsibility

Reading for Tuesday:

Steven D. Hales. “The Traditional Problem of Free Will” (ANGEL)

Fall Break: No Classes Thursday November 24-Friday November 25

WEEK  14

Tuesday 29: Lecture 

Today’s Topic: Free will 

Readings for Thursday:

Aeon J. Skoble, “Rationality and Choice in Nick of Time” (ANGEL ) 

A.J. Ayer, “Freedom and Necessity” (ANGEL)

Thursday Dec 1: Lecture

Today’s Topic: Does reason make you free or unfree? Compatibilism

Readings for Tuesday:

Corliss Lamont, “Freedom of Choice and Human Responsibility” 

Fri 2: Recitations

WEEK 15

Tuesday 6: Lecture

**TERM PAPER DUE 3:00 PM TODAY**

Today’s Topic: Libertarianism

Reading for Thursday: 


Prepare for review session

Thursday 8: Lecture 

Today’s Topic: Final Exam review session

Fri 9: Recitations (last meeting)

FINAL EXAM: Thursday December 15, 3-5pm
