
PHL 450:  Liberal Theory and Its Critics
Spring 2012
Mon. and Weds, 12:40 – 2:00 p.m. (LKMI Union Bldg)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Professor:  
Lisa H. Schwartzman 

Office:  
500 South Kedzie Hall (My office is inside the main office of the Philosophy Dept., 503 S. Kedzie.  If the main office door is closed, knock loudly and I’ll let you in—my door is just inside the main office, to the left)

Office Hours:
Wednesday, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. and by appointment

Phone:
353-9391 (office); 355-4490 (dept.)

E-mail: 
LHSchwar@msu.edu 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Course Aims and Purposes   
Many debates in contemporary political theory focus on questions about the relevance and interpretation of liberal concepts:  rights, equality, individuality, autonomy, liberty, and democracy have all been employed in various sorts of liberal arguments.  These concepts have also been challenged and at times interpreted in ways that conflict with the basic tenets of liberalism.  In this course, we will explore the work of several contemporary political philosophers who are central to the liberal tradition.  We will also consider the work of a number of critics of contemporary liberal theory, including challenges to liberalism posed by conservatives and libertarians, communitarians, feminists, critical race theorists, and multiculturalists.  In the final weeks of the course we will examine contemporary debates about the nature of capitalism and about the importance of political responsibility (both local and global), and we will consider how these debates connect to questions about liberalism raised earlier in the course.  
Although I do not presume that you are already familiar with the texts or authors that we will be reading, I do expect that most students will have some background in political philosophy and will be familiar with philosophical analysis and argumentation.

Required Texts

The required readings are found in the following two books and coursepack.  The books are available at the Student Book Store (421 E. Grand River, 351-4210), and the coursepack can be purchased only at Budget Printing (974 Trowbridge, 351-5060).  

· John Rawls, Justice as Fairness:  A Restatement, ed. Erin Kelly (Cambridge, Massachusetts:  The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2001)

· Charles W. Mills, The Racial Contract (Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 1999)

· Coursepack (available only at Budget Printing)

Course Requirements and Evaluation

Course requirements include two papers on assigned topics (4-5 pages each); a presentation/paper   (4-5 pages), and a term paper (8-10 pages).  Each of these is explained below.
Grades will be calculated as follows:

Short Paper #1 (due Weds., Feb. 15th)
20%

Short Paper #2 (due Weds., Mar. 28th)
20%

Presentation Paper 
25%

Term Paper (due Weds., Apr. 25th)
35%

Short Papers 

I will distribute suggested paper topics for the two regularly scheduled short papers (4-5 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font).  You are welcome to construct your own paper topics, but if you do this I will require you to submit to me a short paragraph describing your proposed topic (specifying what thesis you plan to defend in the paper) at least one week before the paper is due.  The purpose of the short papers is to demonstrate a critical engagement with the texts and with the issues and problems discussed in class.

Presentation/Short Paper

During the second week of class, each student will sign up to do an oral presentation on one of the regularly scheduled readings.  Three days before the presentation date, you must e-mail me a 4-5 page paper (double spaced, normal font), preferably sent as an attachment in Word.  This means that if your presentation is scheduled for Monday, the paper must be submitted by e-mail no later than Friday; if your presentation is scheduled for Wednesday, the paper must be submitted by Sunday.  I will send your paper out by e-mail to the other students in the class, and I expect that everyone will read the paper before the class in which the presentation is made.  

The paper and presentation should offer an original argument about some aspect of that reading or of the issue addressed in the reading:  you may wish to object to some point that the author makes, you may decide to explore further questions raised by the author, or you may connect the article/chapter to other readings in order to help clarify some particular issue of concern.  Although you are free to bring outside research into your presentation, it is not required or expected that you do so.  Papers and presentations must not, however, merely summarize the reading.   
In class, expect that students have already read your paper (thus, you should not read your paper to the class).  Instead, come to class prepared to offer a brief overview and expanded discussion of your work.  Students will then have time to ask questions, to respond to your paper, and to further explore the ideas you have raised.  Plan to spend about 15-20 minutes on your entire presentation (including time for discussion and feedback from your classmates).

One week after your presentation, you must turn in a revised version of the paper, which will be formally graded.  Although I will take into account the quality of your class presentation and earlier version of the paper, these will not be given a separate grade.  Please note that if the earlier paper is not e-mailed to me on time, your grade for this assignment will suffer (see “late policy” below).

Term Paper

Term papers should be approximately 8-10 pages (double-spaced, normal font) and are due on Wednesday, April 25th.  Although your paper should address an issue or question covered in the course readings and/or discussions, it should also include some independent research.  While it is fine for you to build on the work that you did for the presentation, you must do at least some additional research for the term paper.  It is also okay for you to work on an entirely new topic, or for you to work further on developing the argument you made in Paper #1 or #2 (as long as you do some additional research).
By Wednesday, April 4th, you must submit a brief (no longer than 1 page) prospectus for my feedback and approval, including a list of sources--a preliminary bibliography--that you plan to use in your term paper.  Please note that this prospectus is a requirement.  If it is not turned in on time, your grade on the final paper will be lowered by .5.
On April 11th, I will meet briefly with each student in my office to discuss your ideas for the final paper (there will be no regular class meeting on this day).  
Attendance/Participation
This course will be run much like a seminar, with your comments, questions, and reactions to the readings guiding much of our classroom discussion.  Thus, I expect you to come to class prepared, with the readings done and with specific questions you’d like to discuss.  Poor attendance and failure to participate in class discussions will count against you in cases where your final grade is borderline; active, engaged, and thoughtful participation could help raise your grade in such cases.

Other Important Information
Late Policy:  All assignments must be turned in on the day that they are due.  For any late papers, your grade on that paper will be reduced by .5 (on a 4.0 scale) for each 24-hour-period that it is late (this period begins whenever the paper is due).  The only exceptions to this are in the case of unusual circumstances, which must be documented, and where the student makes arrangements with me before the due date, whenever possible.  Please note that all late work must be submitted by e-mail (not turned in to my office mailbox).
Academic Honesty/Plagiarism:  Do not plagiarize.  Plagiarism can result in a failing grade in this course.  The following are some general examples of plagiarism:

· copying without quotation marks 

· paraphrasing someone else’s writing without acknowledgment

· using someone else's facts or ideas without citing your source(s)

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for People with Disabilities [353-9642 or 355-1293(TTY)] at the beginning of the semester to develop reasonable accommodations.  Please notify me if you have any special requirements or needs of which I should be aware.
Course Schedule

As the semester progresses, I may make some minor changes in this schedule; these will be announced in class.  Please remember to bring the readings with you to class (and to do the readings, including the presentation papers, before the class for which they are scheduled).  The designation “CP” refers to the page numbers in the Coursepack.  

Introduction:  Liberalism, Equality, and Justice
M
1/9
Introduction to Course

W
1/11
Dworkin, “Liberalism” in Liberalism and Its Critics, ed. Sandel [CP 5-14]
M
1/16
No Class (MLK Day)
W
1/18
Dworkin, “Do Liberty and Equality Conflict?” in Living as Equals, ed. 

Barker [CP 15-26]

M
1/23
Rawls, Justice as Fairness:  A Restatement [abbreviated JAF], pp. 1-38 (sec. 1-11) 

W
1/25
Rawls, JAF, pp. 39-66 (sec. 12-18); pp. 80-89 (sec. 23-25)
M
1/30
Rawls, JAF, pp. 89-106 (sec. 26-30); pp. 130-132 (sec.  39); pp. 148-157 (sec. 45-47); pp. 162-168 (sec. 50)
Conservative & Libertarian Critiques of Liberalism
W
2/1
Hayek, “Equality, Value, and Merit,” in Liberalism and Its Critics  [CP 27-36]
M
2/6
Nozick, “Moral Constraints and Distributive Justice,” in Liberalism & Its 
Critics [CP 37-48]
Communitarianism
W
2/8
MacIntyre, “Justice, Tradition, and Desert,” from After Virtue, in What is 

Justice?, ed. Solomon and Murphy [CP 49-52]
Sandel, “Justice and Community,” from Liberalism and the Limits of Justice, in 

What is Justice? [CP 53-58]
Feminism, Liberalism, and Contract Theory
M
2/13
Okin, excerpts from Justice, Gender, and the Family:  “Libertarianism:  Matriarchy, Slavery, and Dystopia” and “The Family: Beyond Justice” [CP 59-75]
W
2/15
Short Paper #1 DUE 



Okin, excerpt from Justice Gender, and the Family:  “Justice as Fairness:  For Whom?” [CP 76-90]
M
2/20
MacKinnon, “The Liberal State,” in Toward a Feminist Theory of the State  [CP 
91-102]
Pateman, “The Fraternal Social Contract” in Contemporary Political 

Philosophy, ed. Goodin and Petit  [CP 103-117]
W   2/22
Nussbaum, “The Feminist Critique of Liberalism,” in Sex and Social 
Justice  [CP 119-137]
Anti-Racist Critique of Liberalism
M
2/27
Mills, The Racial Contract, pp. 1-40
W
2/29
Mills, The Racial Contract, pp. 41-91
M
3/5
Spring Break

W 
3/7
Spring Break

Multiculturalism, Liberal Theory, and Minority Rights
M
3/12
Weinstock, “Liberalism, Multiculturalism, and the Problem of Internal Minorities,” in Multiculturalism and Political Theory, ed. Laden and 
 


Owen  [CP 139-149]
W
3/14
Babbitt, “Leading Life from the Inside:  Individuals, Minority Rights, and Some 

Problems About Indeterminacy,” in Impossible Dreams  [CP 151-164]
Neutrality, Religion, and Cultural Oppression
M  3/19
Greenawalt, “Religion, Law, and Politics:  Areas of Neutrality,” from 

Perfectionism and Neutrality, ed. Wall and Klosko  [CP 165-177]
W  3/22
Kymlicka, “Liberal Individualism and Liberal Neutrality,” in Ethics, vol. 99 


[CP 179-201]
M
3/26
Kernohan, “Liberalism and the Reform of Culture,” in Liberalism, Equality, and 


Cultural Oppression  [CP 203-215]
Contemporary Critique: Liberal Theory, Gender, and Capitalism
W
3/28
Short Paper #2 DUE 


Holmstrom, “Against Capitalism as Theory and as Reality” pp. 133-173 of Capitalism:  For and Against, ed. Cudd and Holmstrom (issues covered:  property, ownership, and self-ownership  [CP 217-237]
M 
4/2
Holmstrom, continued, pp. 173-213 (issues covered:  freedom, markets, and inequality) [CP 237-257]
W
4/4
Term Paper Prospectus DUE



Holmstrom, continued, pp. 213-259 (issues covered:  globalization, gender, and capitalism) [CP 257-280]
Responsibility for Justice:  Local and Global

M
4/9
Young, “From Personal to Political Responsibility” [CP 281-300]
W
4/11
Mandatory Conferences with Professor (No regular class meeting)
M
4/16
Young, “Structure as the Subject of Justice” [CP 301-317]
W
4/18
Young, “A Social Connection Model” [CP 318-332]

M
4/23
Young, “Responsibility Across Borders” [CP 343-346] and Young, “Avoiding 
Responsibility” 
W
4/25
Term Paper DUE (in class)

Young, “Responsibility and Historic Injustice” [CP 347-364]
