PHL 440, Public Health Ethics

	Instructor
	Sean Valles

	Email
	valles@msu.edu

	Office Hours
	Holmes Hall W25C: Monday, 2:00-3:00

South Kedzie Hall 512: Friday, 11:00-12:00

Or, by appointment

	Text
	Bayer R, Gostin LO, Jennings B, & Steinbock B (Eds.). (2007). Public Health Ethics: Theory, Policy, and Practice. New York: Oxford University Press.

	Grading
	Homework – 30%

Class Participation - 25%

Final Paper - 25%

Midterm Exam –20%


Public health programs provide a unique set of challenges for medical ethicists.  While much of medical ethics focuses on caregiver-patient relationships, public health ethics requires us to examine these relationships as well as relationships such as government-patient, majority culture-minority culture, etc.  The course is designed to introduce students to some of the most important contemporary issues in public health ethics.  Topics covered in the course will include: the vaccination debates, justice in public health management, genetic screening/counseling, “vice” taxes, the challenges of HIV/AIDS, and the public health aspects of climate change ethics. While largely a traditional ethics course, we will also spend some class time studying relevant texts from history and law, in order to enrich our understanding of the ethics material.

Overall Grading System:  Because the majority of the time and effort you will spend on this class will take the form of weekly assignments and in-class work, your grade will be largely based on that effort, not simply on exams.  Final grades may be raised above calculated averages to reflect improvement.  

Grade Scale:

90 or above - 4.0 

85 to 90 - 3.5

80 to 85 - 3.0

75 to 80 - 2.5 

70 to 75 - 2.0

65 to 70 - 1.5

60 to 65 - 1.0

59 or below - 0.0

Class Participation: Classes will involve a great deal of discussion, either in small groups or in the class as a whole.  Students are expected to have read the assignments and be ready to discuss the material in depth.  Students who are not very comfortable speaking during large group discussions are encouraged to participate more in small group sessions, though this cannot entirely make up for failure to participate in large group discussions.  Some in-class assignments may be graded, but the vast majority of your participation grade will be based upon my observations throughout the semester.
Attendance: Attendance or lack thereof will count toward the participation grade. Students forced to miss classes for unavoidable and unforeseeable reasons such as illness or family emergencies must contact the instructor immediately in order to work out any necessary arrangements.  All missed in-class graded assignments will receive a “0” unless other arrangements have been made with the instructor.  Opportunities for makeup work will be at the instructor’s discretion unless proper documentation, such as a doctor’s note, is provided.

Homework: On most Thursdays, a short (about 500 words, but that is flexible) response paper will be due.  Assignment details will vary but most will be combination analyses/critiques of the reasoning and conclusions exhibited in the readings for that week. Late assignments turned in during the next class period will be eligible for partial credit, but later ones will not.

Every Thursday, unless otherwise noted, a short (about 500 words, but that is flexible) writing assignment will be due.  These papers are an opportunity to demonstrate your ability to think critically about the assigned readings. Your paper should briefly, and with very minimal background/introduction, present an analytical argument about one or more of that week’s reading assignments.  These papers are an opportunity for you to prove that you have read and thought critically about the assigned texts.  These papers are exercises in analysis, critical thinking and explanation.  This is different from simply stating your opinion about something.

Tips for writing a good response

1. Unless otherwise instructed, you can write about any one or more of the readings for the week during which the paper is due.

2. The easiest way to choose a topic is to write about something that ‘jumped out at you’ while reading the text.  It could be something that seems interesting, strange, unfounded, biased, brilliant, difficult, etc.

3. Don’t summarize, except as much as is necessary to make your point.

4. Remember, the 500-word guideline is just that—a guideline.  Always make your papers the length they need to be in order to make your point, and then stop.  But, if you go especially far either over or under the 300 words then you probably need to rethink the topic of your paper.

5. For these papers, you do not need a bibliography, unless you specifically use outside sources.  If you want to discuss or quote particular passages from the assigned text, then use page numbers in parentheses, e.g.  (p. 12), to show the passages you are discussing.

6. Always bear in mind that the purpose of these papers is to prove that you have 1) carefully read the assigned material and 2) carefully thought about the assigned material.  You will ultimately be graded on your ability to demonstrate that you have done these two things.

7. Contact me (with plenty of time before the paper is due) if you need help with it.  I also encourage you to ask each other for help, or to study together.  Just make sure your writing represents your own work.

8. Except in very extraordinary circumstances, rewrites will not be permitted. But, you can always talk to me about your papers, including the reasoning behind the grade.

9. These will be graded on a simple 4-point scale, i.e. you will get a grade of 0-4.

Midterm Exam: The midterm will be a cumulative test of the general concepts discussed in the first half of the semester. Questions will be largely short response and short essay. 

Final Research Papers: Students will write a research paper (approximately 15-20 pages) at the end of the semester.  Details about the paper will be provided during the semester.  Students will also present their paper research to the class during the final week of the course.

Final Paper Research Presentations: During the final week of classes all students will briefly (about 5 minutes) present their research findings from their final paper research.  This assignment will count towards your participation grade.  Details for this assignment will be provided after spring break.

Turning In Assignments: Unless otherwise noted, all assignments must be typed (and stapled if necessary) and turned at the beginning of class—only hard copies will be graded.  If, for some reason it is not possible to physically turn in an assignment on time then email the assignment to the instructor ASAP to prove that the work was completed on time and simply hand in a paper copy at the beginning of the next class meeting—this will not count against the assignment’s grade (as long as this is only done very rarely). 

Academic Honesty: Unless otherwise instructed, all assignments must be completed individually; they must be your own work.  Forming study groups and seeking of help from peers is strongly encouraged, but you must do your own work.  

Students with Disabilities: Any student with a disability should contact the MSU Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities, as well as the instructor, to ensure that accommodations can be made.  Specialists for this purpose can be reached at 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY), or online at http://www.rcpd.msu.edu/
Tentative Class Schedule

Note: You may find it helpful to complete both the Monday and Wednesday assignments by the class on Monday, but it is only necessary to prepare the item(s) listed for that particular date.

Note: Items in Bold are in the Bayer et al. book.  The remaining items, unless otherwise noted, will appear in the course pack.  

1. 1/11 Introduction to Course, no HW

2. 1/13 Historical Background – Ancient Public Health

a. Hippocrates: On Airs, Waters and Places (parts 1-12 only)

i. http://classics.mit.edu/Hippocrates/airwatpl.mb.txt
b. NO WRITING ASSIGMENT DUE

3. 1/18 Historical Background – The Middle Ages

a. Getz FM (1991). Black Death and the Silver Lining: Meaning, Continuity, and Revolutionary Change in Histories of Medieval Plague. Journal of the History of Biology, 24(2), 265-289.

4. http://www.springerlink.com.proxy1.cl.msu.edu/content/m6263032302702q2/ 

5. 1/21 Historical Background – 20th Century

a. Turnock BJ (2001). What is Public Health? In B. J. Turnock (Ed.), Essentials of Public Health. Sudbury: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.

i. http://www.jblearning.com/samples/0763738514/38514_Ch01_001_020.pdf
b. Ober P (1997). The Pre-Flexnerian Reports: Mark Twain's Criticism of Medicine in the United States. Annals of Internal Medicine, 126(2), 157-163.

i. http://www.annals.org/content/126/2/157.full.pdf+html
6. 1/25 Philosophical Background

a. Introduction

7. 1/27 Philosophical Background

a. Childress JF, Faden RR, Gaare RD, Gostin LO, Kahn J, Bonnie RJ, et al. (2002). Public Health Ethics: Mapping the Terrain. Journal of Law, Medicine and Ethics, 30(2), 169-177.

i. http://www2.cdc.gov/phlp/docs/CDC.Childress.web.pdf
8. 2/1 Harm

a. John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, (Chapter 1 only)

i. http://www.bartleby.com/130/1.html 

b. Lawrence O. Gostin, Ronald Bayer, and Amy L. Fairchild, Ethical and Legal Issues Posed by Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, Journal of the American Medical Association 290(24): December 24/31 2003, 3229-3237.

9. 2/3 Drug Abuse Policy

a. Schlesinger M, & Dorwart RA (1992). Falling Between the Cracks: Failing National Strategies for the Treatment of Substance Abuse. Daedalus, 121(3), 195-237.

i. http://proquest.umi.com.proxy1.cl.msu.edu/pqdweb?index=0&did=1612896&SrchMode=1&sid=1&Fmt=6&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1294798172&clientId=3552

10. 2/8 Justice

a. Angus Deaton, Policy Implications of the Gradient of Health and Wealth, Health Affairs 21(2): March/April 2002; 13-30.

11. 2/10 Justice

a. Norman Daniels, Bruce P. Kennedy, and Ichiro Kawachi, Why Justice is Good for Our Health: The Social Determinants of Health Inequalities, Daedalus 128(4): Fall 1999, 215-251.

12. 2/15 Paternalism

a. Daniel Wikler, Who Should Be Blamed for Being Sick? Health Education Quarterly 14(1): Spring 1987, 11-25.

b. Ronald Bayer and Jonathan D. Moreno, Health Promotion: Ethical and Social Dilemmas of Governmental Policy, Health Affairs 15(2): Summer 1986, 72-85.

13. 2/17 Paternalism

a. Hemenway D (2001). The Public Health Approach to Motor Vehicles, Tobacco, and Alcohol, with Applications to Firearms Policy. Journal of Public Health Policy, 22(4), 381-402.

i. http://proquest.umi.com.proxy2.cl.msu.edu/pqdweb?index=0&did=348964351&SrchMode=1&sid=1&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1295219475&clientId=3552

14. 2/22 Public Health and Economics

a. Gold MR, Stevenson D, & Fryback DG (2002). HALYS and QALYS and DALYS, Oh My: similarities and differences in summary measures of population Health. Annual Review of Public Health, 23, 115-134.

i. http://www.annualreviews.org.proxy2.cl.msu.edu/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev.publhealth.23.100901.140513?spage=115&genre=article&issn=0163-7525&issue=1&volume=23

b. Chisholm D, & Stewart A (1998). Economics and Ethics in Mental Health Care: Traditions and Trade-offs. Journal of Mental Health Policy and Economics, 1(2), 55-62.

i. http://www.icmpe.org/test1/journal/issues/v1i2/v1i2text01.pdf
15. 2/24 MIDTERM EXAM

a. No assignments due.

16. 3/1 Public Health and Genetics

a. Scott Burris and Lawrence O. Gostin, Genetic Screening from a Public Health Perspective: Three Ethical Principles, in Justine Burley and John Harris, eds., A Companion to Genethics (Malden, Massachusetts, Blackwell Publishers: 2002), pp. 455-464.

17. 3/3 Genetics and Public Health
a. Ellen Wright Clayton, The Complex Relationship of Genetics, Groups, and Health: What It Means for Public Health, Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics, 30(2): Summer 2002, 290-297.

b. Pamela Sankar, Mildred K. Cho, Celeste M. Condit, Linda M. Hunt, Barbara Koenig, Patricia Marshall, Sandra Soo-Jin Lee, and Paul Spicer, Genetic Research and Health Disparities, Journal of the American Medical Association, 291(24): June 23/30 2004.

18. 3/8 Spring Break

19. 3/10 Spring Break

20. 3/15 Vice

a. Ronald Bayer and Jonathan D. Moreno, Health Promotion: Ethical and Social Dilemmas of Governmental Policy, Health Affairs 15(2): Summer 1986, 72-85

b. Jacob Sullum, For Your Own Good: The Anti-Smoking Crusade and the Tyranny of Public Health (New York: The Free Press, 1998), excerpts from chapters 4, 5, 8.

21. 3/17 Vice

a. Ethan A. Nadelmann, Drug Prohibition in the United States: Costs, Consequences and Alternatives, Science 245(4921): September 1 1989, 939-947.

b. James Q. Wilson, Against the Legalization of Drugs, Commentary 89(2): February 1990, 21-28.
22. 3/22 Vaccination

a. Supreme Court Ruling: Jacobson v. Massachusetts
i. http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cgi-bin/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=197&invol=11
b. Mariner WK, Annas GJ, & Glantz LH (2005). Jacobson v Massachusetts: It’s Not Your Great-Great-Grandfather’s Public Health Law. American Journal of Public Health, 95(4), 581-590.

i. http://ajph.aphapublications.org/cgi/reprint/95/4/581
23. 3/24 Vaccination

a. Douglas S. Diekema and Edgar K. Marcuse, Ethical Issues in the Vaccination of Children, in G.R. Burgio and J.D. Lantos, eds., Primum Non Nocere Today Second Edition (Elsevier, 1998) pp. 37-47.
b. TBA

24. 3/29 HIV/AIDS

a. Dixon-Mueller R (2007). The Sexual Ethics of HIV Testing and the Rights and Responsibilities of Partners. Studies in Family Planning, 38(4), 284-296.

i. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.proxy1.cl.msu.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1728-4465.2007.00141.x/abstract;jsessionid=0035C6BD35D13F20D50E9D4B6D86CAA0.d03t02

b. Morin SF, Koester KA, Steward WT, Maiorana A, McLaughlin M, Myers JJ, et al. (2004). Missed Opportunities: Prevention With HIV-Infected Patients in Clinical Care Settings. Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes, 36(4), 960-966.

i. http://ari.ucsf.edu/programs/policy/missed_opps.pdf
25. 3/31 HIV/AIDS

a. Frieden TR, Das-Douglas M, Kellerman SE, & Henning KJ (2005). Applying Public Health Principles to the HIV Epidemic. New England Journal of Medicine, 353(22), 2397-29402.

i. http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMsb053133
b. Ronald Bayer and Amy L. Fairchild, Surveillance and Privacy, Science 290(5498): December 8 2000, 1898-1899.

26. 4/5 Health, Disease and Culture

a. Lane H, & Grodin M (1997). Ethical Issues in Cochlear Implant Surgery: An Exploration into Disease, Disability, and the Best Interests of the Child. Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal, 7(3), 231-251.

i. http://muse.jhu.edu.proxy1.cl.msu.edu/journals/kennedy_institute_of_ethics_journal/v007/7.3lane.html 

b. Russell B (2010). Reflections on 'Autistic Integrity'. Bioethics. (FORTHCOMING)

i. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.proxy2.cl.msu.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1467-8519.2010.01827.x/pdf

27. 4/7 Health, Disease and Culture

a. Njambi WN (2004). Dualisms and Female Bodies in Representations of African Female Circumcision: A Feminist Critique. Feminist Theory, 5(3), 281-303.

i. http://fty.sagepub.com.proxy1.cl.msu.edu/content/5/3/281

28. 4/12 Health Insurance and Policy

a. Bruce Jennings, "Health Policy in a New Key: Setting Democratic Priorities," Journal of Social Issues, 49(2): 1993, 169-184.

29. 4/14 Health Insurance and Policy

a. TBA
30. 4/19 Drug Resistant Pathogens

c. Selgelid MJ (2007). Ethics and Drug Resistance. Bioethics, 21(4), 218-229.

i. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.proxy1.cl.msu.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1467-8519.2006.00542.x/abstract;jsessionid=CB6FE435AE1B5E172C87F0106662E66C.d01t01

31. 4/21 Climate Change

d. Patz JA, Gibbs HK, Foley JA, Rogers JV, & Smith KR (2007). Climate Change and Global Health: Quantifying a Growing Ethical Crisis. EcoHealth, 4(4), 397-405.

i. http://www.springerlink.com.proxy1.cl.msu.edu/content/212lw8m6466n645p/

32. 4/26 Student Presentations

33. 4/28 Student Presentations

